Upcoming Events
September 11

September 12

September 13

FIRST CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

September 14

September 15

10:00 am Worship Service

Office: Josephine

10:00 am Ladies Time Out

1:30 pm Clearwater Centre
Service

10:00 am Young family hang
out at Sonrise Camp

12:00 pm Bulletin deadline

2:30 pm Westview Lodge
Service

7:30 pm Full Council

Sept. 16

403.845.6067

Our MISSION is to worship God faithfully, nurture one another to grow in Christ,
joyfully tell others about Jesus, develop our gifts to serve and pursue
stewardship, justice and peace in every area of life.
Pastor Ken Douma – kgdouma@gmail.com 780.728.8148

Service posted on Facebook/
website/app

September 18

RR3 Site 4 Box 6, Rocky Mountain House, T4T 2A3

Sept. 17

Church Office: (Josephine & Cheri-Lynn) Tuesday — Friday 9am to 12:00pm
September 19

September 20

8:30 am Pancake Breakfast

Office: Josephine

10:00 am Worship Service

7:30 pm Elders

September 21

September 22

Sept. 23

office@rockycrc.ca

Sept. 24

12:00 pm Bulletin deadline

Sunday School begins

Service posted on Facebook/
website/app

All bulletins can be found online www.firstcrcrocky.ca
Check out our Facebook page (@FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse) or website (firstcrcrocky.ca) for links to sermons.
Thank you, for all you do!

September 11

September 18

September 25

Pastor Ken

Pastor Ken

Pastor Ken

Dave S.

Robert B.

David C.

Serving Deacon
P
I Music Team

Erika W.

Doug D.

Jim D.

Mosaic

Lifted Hearts

The Experience

N Children’s Message

Joel S.

Corinne S.

Elroy L.

Cailyn B., Chelsey B.,

Justin & Mikala D.

Aaron & Cheryl T.

Mark & Keanna H.

Anita M. & Travis A.

Colleen T., Shanelle T.

Corinne S, Nya & Eden S.

Sunday School begins!

N/A

Art & Karen T.

Dave & Sandra S.

Anthony & Lydia B.

D Greeters/Coffee Cleanup

Robert & Brenda B.

David & Stephanie C.

Bryan & Cheryl D.

S

Devon & Marisa P.

Gary & Shirley V.

Bob & Marie A.

H
E
L

Serving Elder

G Nursery
H
A

Ages 3 & 4 SS Teacher/Helper

N Coffee Host

Morning Worship Service
Welcome

Children’s Message- Joel S. (SS for ages 3 & 4)

Call to Worship
God’s Greeting
 Creation Calls
 Here I am to Worship

Announcements and Congregational Prayer
Offering for Local Church Ministries

Call to Confession & Prayer
 To the River
Assurance of Pardon
 You Are My King

Heidelberg Catechism Lord’s Day 46; Q& A 120,121
Scripture: Hosea 11:1-11; Matthew 6:5-15
Message: My Father in Heaven
 My God How Wonderful You Are
Blessing
 King of Heaven

If you know of anyone that we should be keeping in our prayers for various reasons, council asks that you please
call Pastor Ken, an elder or deacon. Elders are Robert B., David C., Randy D., Case K., John O., Jeanette S., Dave S.,
Art T., Albert V., Janelle V., George V. Deacons are Doug D., Jim D., Tanya P., Lowell S., Nic V. or Erika W.

Welcome to First CRC Rocky
If you are visiting we want to offer a warm welcome!
We pray you will encounter God today as you worship and bring him praise!
Nursery is available for infants & small children Sunday School for ages 3 & 4 during the service.
Join us for coffee in the fellowship hall following the service.
For more Information view: www.firstcrcrocky.ca or FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse on Facebook

CHURCH FAMILY
“…And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and
always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” Ephesians 6:18

✞ As a ministerial church, each church has been asked to pray for our brothers and sisters in our community,
today we pray for Covenant Christian Reformed Church.
✞ Birthday best wishes to Gloria D. who celebrates a birthday today! Hope your day is great!
✞ Lies B. will be 99 years young on September 16. We are trying to see if we can get 99 birthday cards on her
birthday!
✞ Join us at Clearwater Centre at 1:30pm and Westview Lodge at 2:30pm today, as we lead worship services and
visit with the residents.
✞ September 25 will be a Lord’s Supper service.
✞ We pray for Sylvia D., Pearl V., Elly O., Jack & Marilyn H., Anneke O. and Joe & Lena V. and all at home.
Ken S. and Tonia T. at Westview Lodge. Diane W. and Dick O. at Clearwater Centre; Dick O., Seenie B. and
Corry W. at Park Avenue. We ask for God’s keeping and care. We thank you for all the caregivers who are able to
assist those who require a little extra help and care.
✞Please keep all missionaries in God’s care, wherever they may be serving. Join us in praying that: God will open
doors of ministry, blessing partnerships and friendships, for strength and stamina, that the Holy Spirit will provide
them with words that communicate effectively in other cultures and languages, that God will keep them safe, for
an abundant harvest that will be produced as more people learn about the love of Christ, and for restoration —
physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually — that can only be found in Jesus.
Check out the Missions bulletin board, in the social hall, for updates on the missionaries that we support.

BELARUS: Draft Law Threatens UN Appeals/Source: Forum18
If the parliament of Belarus approves a draft law, individual citizens will be stripped of the legal privilege to
issue justifiable complaints to the United Nations (UN) Human Rights Committee about violations of their rights.
The country's Deputy Foreign Minister, Igor Nazaruk, alleges that there has been an "arbitrary expansion" of the
committee's powers, which is presently being addressed. However, human rights groups see this proposed law as
a way of closing one of the last remaining opportunities for Belarusians to seek justice.
In 2021, the UN Human Rights Committee determined that the courts had violated the rights of
Pentecostal Pastor Valentin Borovik who was fined for leading an unregistered religious community. Other cases
are currently before the committee for their consideration.
It is expected that this legislation will be debated during the next few months. If approved and signed into law,
Belarus' officials would then inform the UN Secretary General and, after a three-month period, cease to participate
as a party of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. When asked about the chances of this law not
passing, one human rights defender replied that it would take "a miracle."
Pray that God will miraculously work among the meetings conducted by the leaders of Belarus, especially as
they deliberate this potential law of concern. Ask the Lord to transform their hearts and lead them to consider
the rights of all citizens. May the courts also rule justly, providing fair judgements for those who have been accused under the strict religious restrictions. Additionally, on behalf of the lawyers and church leaders serving as
advocates of righteousness, pray that they be granted wisdom and guidance in their endeavours to raise a voice
against the human rights abuses committed by the government.
NIGERIA: More Chibok School Hostages Freed!/Sources: Christian Solidarity International, BBC, Punch Nigeria
Eight years ago, over 200 girls were abducted from a secondary school in Chibok, Nigeria, and held hostage by
Boko Haram, a militant Islamic group that is fiercely opposed to what they define as "Western education." Over
the years, a number of the former schoolgirls managed to escape, and more than 100 others have been freed
through negotiations. Unfortunately, approximately 100 of the seized students were still missing.
In recent weeks, however, the Nigerian army has located several more of these former schoolgirls, most of
them now with children who were borne during their years of enslavement to the Boko Haram captors. Two of the
young women were rescued this June (read more). A few weeks later, the army announced that three more
victims had been freed. On August 13th, a further report revealed that another former schoolgirl, Aisha Grema,
was also brought to safety, along with her four-year-old child.
These recent releases add to ongoing speculation that Boko Haram may be declining in their influence. The
group has faced increasing pressures from the Nigerian military, along with internal wranglings and clashes with
ISWAP in a fight for supremacy. Although pockets of resistance still exist, one researcher referred to Boko Haram
as "a spent force." Many of the fighters have taken advantage of an offer of amnesty from the government, while
others have joined different militant Islamic organizations. It is hoped that more of the young abducted women
will be able to return to their families as they are rescued from captivity or abandoned by their captors.
Praise God that these young women have been safely reunited with their long-suffering families. As they now
transition from 'life on the run' in the jungle, after enduring years of captivity, pray that each of them will experience
God's restorative healing and comfort while settling into their new lives. Despite the huge adjustments involved after
their traumatic ordeal, may the victims' relationships with their families likewise be mended and restored. Please also
continue to pray for the remaining students who are still being held captive by the militants, as well as those who are
trying to find their way home after escape or abandonment.

ReFrame Ministries
Thank you, congregation, for your recent gifts and your prayers in support of Reframe Ministries. Our
English language programs continue to grow and connect more churches and people with their community
around the world. Our Russian and Ukrainian outreach teams are working in extremely complicated places as
this is written. Because of government intervention, our ministry within China has had to reinvent itself, and in
West Africa, social unrest threatens Christian ministry. At the same time, many of our ministry leaders report
higher demand for Scripture, devotions, and resources. Thank you for your part in sharing the Gospel with
millions of new believers. Visit www.reframeministries.org to see how your church is making a difference in
thousands of lives around the world!"

Deacon’s Corner ~ Doug D., Jim D., Tanya P., Lowell S., Nic V., Erika W.
Upcoming Offerings
September 11 - Local Ministries
September 18 - Resonate Global Mission
Formerly Christian Reformed World Missions and Christian Reformed Home Missions, we came together in
2017 as Resonate to walk alongside Christian Reformed churches as they join God’s mission in their own
neighborhoods and around the world. Resonate can help deepen your passion for mission, strengthen your
capacity to follow God on mission, and amplify the impact you and your church have in your neighborhood and
around the world. We can do more together than we can on our own!
We support you as you join God’s mission

Resonate Global Mission
Mission Emphasis Week Begins! - Thank you for your offering to support God’s mission through Resonate!
As you celebrate missions, Resonate has developed a special devotional to take you from Sunday to Sunday and
discover where the Spirit is at work in your life. Good for groups or individual devotions! You can find this
devotion and other resources at www.resonateglobalmission.org/missionemphasis

The Deacons are looking for someone to head up the Ministry To Seafarers in our congregation. From their
website is a description as to the items that are needed . You can access the link to their site,
https://ministrytoseafarers.com/get-involved/

From the Deacons & Treasurer
There are several ways to give to the church:

"Christ died for our sins; now He has forgiven all our sins. He loves us. That's why we must show love to the
people who hate us." ~ Habila Adamu, a Nigerian believer who was shot by Boko Haram in 2012.
INDIA: Evangelist Killed by Family Members
Sources: Church in Chains, Christian Solidarity Worldwide
On August 14th, an independent Christian evangelist, Karthridasan Madhavan, was burned to death in the
Indian state of West Bengal by a mob that included some members of his own family. The victim, known as
Madhavan, lived in the village of Gobindapur. He was the sole Christian in his extended family and diligently
worked to spread the Gospel message.
In early August, Madhavan went to visit his family for a wedding. While there, his children destroyed his
Bible and verbally harassed him. Other members of the family pressured him to renounce his faith, but he
refused to do so. On August 14th, the Christian man was attending a church service in Bankura when his wife
and son entered the building where they proceeded to beat him and force him home. He was then dragged into
a nearby forest where family members and other locals poured gasoline over his body before burning him alive.
It has been reported that police have refused to take any action, stating that because this issue was a family
matter, they don't want to interfere.
As Madhavan's opposing family and other like-minded community members reflect on the crimes that have
been committed against this innocent Christian man, pray that God's Holy Spirit will stir their hearts towards
repentance. Despite the horrific nature of the burning incident, may opportunities for new spiritual birth come
forth in each of their lives through the saving power of Christ (John 3:3; 2 Corinthians 5:17). Please also
prayerfully remember the church members who are now in need God's comfort as they mourn this senseless
loss.

Coupons allow you to give to the Weekly Offerings, without having to use loose change. They come in $2, $5
and $10 coupons. You will be receipted for the amount of Coupons you purchase. Coupons can be directly
purchased from a Deacon, in the Council room on Sunday morning, before or after the service. They expire at
the end of each year.
Budget/Local Church Ministries: Write to “First Christian Reformed Church of RMH”. If you wish to have your
cheque allocated to a specific cause approved by the deacons or otherwise announced please indicate that
cause on the memo line of your cheque.
E-transfers: send to treasurer@rockycrc.ca on the memo please specify the cause you would like money
allocated to.
Pre-Authorized Bank Withdrawals—Contact Marlene O. to sign up or get a form from the office.

Prayer Ministry
Do you know that there are groups of members who will lift you up in prayer?
Do you know you can contact them through e-mail, through the church office, phone call or through
the website anonymously?
If you have a prayer request and would like to be lifted in prayer contact:

visit www.firstcrcrocky.ca (via the CONTACT link or Prayer Ministries link)

Church Announcements
Sunday School - We are grateful to all the teachers, music leaders, story tellers, and Children’s Message
leaders who volunteered their time to love and bless the children of our church family. We are still in need of 2
teachers. Please prayerfully consider if this is a way you can use your gifts. Call Sandra S. or Bettie V.

Come to camp! Do you have a young family and are looking to get to know a few more families? We are
inviting you to come to Sonrise Camp on Tuesday, September 13 from 10am-12pm to hang out!! Bring your
outside games, balls, lawn chairs or just yourselves and let’s spend some time together! Juice and cookies will be
provided. Any questions, contact Cailyn B., Krystal H. or Kelsey O.

GEMS - We are still in need of one more leader for GEMS. Someone to support the grade 8 group of girls. They
are lovely girls and it would be a joy to spend time with them. Contact Anneleen D.

Ladies Time Out - calling all ladies interested in meeting for fellowship while doing handwork. Join us for an
organizational get together Thursday, September 15 at 10:00 am at the church. Come for coffee and help us
plan our coming year.
It is good to gather again, join us in celebration of World Renew's 60th Anniversary. Friday September 23,
7pm @ The King's University in Edmonton. "Imagine More" - Come enjoy food, fellowship, and stories compiled
by Lou Haveman in an evening of celebration. There is no cost to attend but an RSVP
to worldrenewalberta@gmail.com or the Facebook event would be greatly appreciated.

The King’s Harvest Banquet and Silent Auction on Saturday, October 1 from 5:00–9:30 PM to celebrate
God’s goodness with an evening of dinner, entertainment, and a silent auction in support of student
scholarships and bursaries. Please contact the King’s Development Office at 780.465.8314 for more information
or visit kingsu.ca/banquet to get your tickets at early bird prices today!

Red Deer Prolife has had a busy summer! We participated in a VBS program, participated in many parades
and we even had a booth in the Westerner days again! We would like to say THANK YOU for all your
support: your prayers, your time and your financial gifts. What a blessing you have been to us! We are planning
some fall events. Check out our website (www.reddeerprolife.com) for more details

Church Announcements
Northern Crossing Music & Drama Society is excited to invite you to join our community
Christmas Choir. Practices will be held at Ecole Rocky Elementary on Mondays from 6:45 pm - 9:15 pm,
starting September 19. Performances will take place at the Lou Soppit Community Centre on
December 7 & 8. We look forward to seeing you there. Questions or require further information
contact Sue Lagroix 403.845.2056

Tour the Biblical Lands of Israel - March 6 – March 17, 2023. Experience a refreshing renewal of
your faith, and gain a deeper understanding of the Bible, as you tour the biblical lands with teaching
host, Pastor Peter Tuininga, and Sindbad Tours of Israel. See many of the biblical places (Jerusalem,
Galilee, Caesarea, Jericho, and much more), and gain spiritual and historical insights which will make
the Bible come alive for you. For complete information, cost, and registration, go to
toursofisrael.wordpress.com or call Peter Tuininga: 1 289 877 8433 or peter.tuininga@gmail.com

Travel with Calvin University - Join Prof. Gerry Van Kooten for a "volcanoes in the sun" tour of
Hawaii's Big Island and Kauai in February 2023. On this tour you'll hike in Volcanoes National Park, visit
Waimea Canyon, tour a coffee production company, and stop at Pearl Harbor. See calvin.edu/go/travel
for details.

ReFrame Ministries
Family Fire is an online community exploring Spirit-led family, marriage, parenting, in-laws, blended
families, and intimacy. Find encouraging articles and devotions at familyfire.com. Subscribe for regular
email updates and connect with our Family Fire community on Facebook.

Thinking Good Things - Check out the kids’ devotion at www.kidscorner.net. Today’s verse
encourages us to think about what is true, pure, right, holy, friendly, and proper. We need to think
about ourselves this way too! Listen now at kidscorner.net and check out all the new content.

Groundwork - The Lord's Prayer: Jesus Teaches Us How to Pray - Prayer is an important spiritual
discipline. It is simple and yet many of us find it challenging to pray. Join Groundwork as we study
Jesus’ teaching on prayer in Matthew 6:5-14 and 7:7-12 to learn more about how to pray and what to
pray so that we develop a healthy spiritual habit that cultivates a relationship and strong
communication with our God. Listen now at GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork's
weekly emails for future episodes.

