Upcoming Events
September 18

September 19

September 20

8:30 am Pancake Breakfast

Office: Josephine

10:00 am Worship Service

7:30 pm Elders

FIRST CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

September 21

September 22

Sept. 23

RR3 Site 4 Box 6, Rocky Mountain House, T4T 2A3

Sept. 24

12:00 pm Bulletin deadline

403.845.6067

Our MISSION is to worship God faithfully, nurture one another to grow in Christ,
joyfully tell others about Jesus, develop our gifts to serve and pursue
stewardship, justice and peace in every area of life.

Sunday School Begins
God’s Big Story Card #148

Pastor Ken Douma – kgdouma@gmail.com 780.728.8148

Service posted on Facebook/
website/app

September 25

Church Office: (Josephine & Cheri-Lynn) Tuesday — Friday 9am to 12:00pm
September 26

September 27
Office: Cheri-Lynn

10:00 am Worship Service
Lord’s Supper

September 28

September 29

Sept. 30

office@rockycrc.ca

Oct. 2

Sunday, September 18

10:00am Ladies Craft
Group

Matthew 6:5-13, Revelation 4

12:00 pm Bulletin deadline

Hallowed Be Your Name
Service posted on Facebook/
website/app

All bulletins can be found online www.firstcrcrocky.ca
Check out our Facebook page (@FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse) or website (firstcrcrocky.ca) for links to sermons.

www.firstcrcrocky.ca
@FirstCRC.Rocky Mtn. House on Facebook

Thank you, for all you do!
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Pastor Ken

Serving Elder

David C.

Robert B.

Randy D.

Serving Deacon

Doug D.

Jim D.

Tanya P.

Lifted Hearts

The Experience

Six Track

Corinne S.

Elroy L.

Joel S.

Justin & Mikala D.

Aaron & Cheryl T.

Karl & Krystal H.

Anita M. & Travis A.

Colleen T., Shanelle T.

Kelsey O., Arieanna V.

Music Team

H
Ages 3 & 4 SS Teacher/Helper

N Coffee Host
D Greeters/Coffee Cleanup

Sunday School Begins

Morning Worship Service

October 2

Pastor Ken

G Nursery

S

September 25

Pastor Ken

N Children’s Message

A

September 18

N/A

Dave & Sandra S.

Anthony & Lydia B.

George & Corinne V.

David & Stephanie C.

Bryan & Cheryl D.

Cheryl T., Rita B.

Gary & Shirley V.

Bob & Marie A.

Peter & Trudy D.

Gathering Song
Lord I Lift Your Name on High

Introduction to Church Programs
Children leave for Sunday School

Welcome
Call to Worship
I Lift Your Name
Call to Confession
 Lord, Have Mercy
Preparatory Lord’s Supper
Assurance of Pardon
 Above All

Announcements and Congregational Prayer
Offering Prayer
Offering for Resonate Global Mission
Scripture: Matthew 6:5-13, Revelation 4
Message: Hallowed Be Your Name
 Blessed be Your Name
Blessing
 Holy, Holy, Holy


If you know of anyone that we should be keeping in our prayers for various reasons, council asks that you please
call Pastor Ken, an elder or deacon. Elders are Robert B., David C., Randy D., Case K., John O., Jeanette S., Dave S.,
Art T., Albert V., Janelle V., George V. Deacons are Doug D., Jim D., Tanya P., Lowell S., Nic V. or Erika W.



Welcome to First CRC Rocky
If you are visiting we want to offer a warm welcome!
We pray you will encounter God today as you worship and bring him praise!
Nursery is available for infants & small children Sunday School for ages 3 & 4 during the service.
Join us for coffee in the fellowship hall following the service.
For more Information view: www.firstcrcrocky.ca or FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse on Facebook

CHURCH FAMILY
“…And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and
always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” Ephesians 6:18

✞ As a ministerial church, each church has been asked to pray for our brothers and sisters in our community,
today we pray for Coyote Creek Chapel.
✞ Birthday congratulations go out to Henry A. who will celebrate a birthday on Tuesday, may your year ahead be
blessed.
✞ Pray for Dina H. who is currently re-cooperating in the Rocky hospital from surgery due to a fall where she fractured her kneecap. Pray for healing and patience as Dina will go through physio and the pain that goes along with
that.
✞ September 25 will be a Lord’s Supper service.
✞ We pray for Sylvia D., Pearl V., Elly O., Marilyn H., Anneke O. and Joe & Lena V. and all at home. Ken S. and
Tonia T. at Westview Lodge. Diane W. and Dick O. at Clearwater Centre; Dick O., Seenie B. and
Corry W. at Park Avenue. We ask for God’s keeping and care. We thank you for all the caregivers who are able to
assist those who require a little extra help and care.
✞Please keep all missionaries in God’s care, wherever they may be serving. Join us in praying that: God will open
doors of ministry, blessing partnerships and friendships, for strength and stamina, that the Holy Spirit will provide
them with words that communicate effectively in other cultures and languages, that God will keep them safe, for
an abundant harvest that will be produced as more people learn about the love of Christ, and for restoration —
physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually — that can only be found in Jesus.
Check out the Missions bulletin board, in the social hall, for updates on the missionaries that we support.
There are new updates from Bryan & Tamara and Jonathan & Sarah.

"I had to endure insults from unbelievers…and suffer many persecutions…I am ready and willing to give up my
own life, without hesitation, for His name."
~ St. Patrick
BELARUS: Legal Threats Facing Churches
A recent report from Forum18 has provided updates on two situations currently affecting churches in Belarus. In both cases, ongoing pressures from governing officials could potentially mean the churches would
lose their legal status to operate.
The New Life Church in Minsk has encountered opposition for many years since purchasing a former cowshed and converting it into a church building in 2002. After years of court battles, bailiffs forcibly entered the
place of worship in February 2021 and evicted members who happened to be present during the raid. The
building has since been sealed by government officials. More information, including a video recording of the
eviction, is available here.
In response to the government action taken in 2021, members of the church have instead met weekly in the
parking lot outside the building, even during the coldest days of winter. Although officials had warned Pastor
Goncharenko to cease the church's worship activities, the congregation members have continued to faithfully gather outside for the past 19 months. The Minsk City Administration and local police are now saying that
the meetings are illegal, issuing new threats to liquidate the church in court. If that were indeed to take
effect, the church would lose legal status and its leaders could face fines or up to two years in prison.
Pastor Goncharenko has been summoned multiple times to have "preventative conversations" with officials,
but both sides of this case stood firm. The pastor believes there is still hope. "I think that our situation is not
without God's miracle, as so many times the authorities came and threatened us, but our church is still functioning," he affirms.
The Living Faith Church in Gomel has experienced repeated problems while trying to find a way to baptize its
members. After using a local river, the church received an official warning in October 2021. Most recently,
the church gathered at a private swimming pool on July 28th, 2022. A fine has since been issued, but Pastor
Dmitry Podlobko was concerned that another official warning could result in the church being stripped of its
legal status. To review a previous report providing more details on this incident, visit this report.
Following the fine, police summoned Pastor Dmitry on August 24th and issued him a second official warning,
threatening criminal prosecution if he repeats the "offence." He has also been ordered to meet with a local
police officer monthly throughout the next year to have "preventative conversations." Thankfully, action was
not taken to remove the legal status of the church, which was a primary concern.
While speaking of the baptisms, an unnamed church member stated: "For more than 20 years of my service,
such permission was never sought. But since the Bible teaches us to submit to any authority, we'll ask permission to hold baptisms in a public place next time."
Praise God that the Living Faith Church is permitted to legally continue meeting at this time. Pray that the Lord will
provide guidance to the leaders of this congregation in their endeavours to honour His ordinances while protecting the
future ministry of the church. Also prayerfully uphold the leaders of the New Life Church in their dealings with civic
authorities, asking God to grant them wisdom, favour and clear direction as they determine how to effectively handle
their situation. Despite these challenges, pray that the message of the Gospel will reach all citizens of Belarus through
the faithful work of God's persevering people.

Resonate Global Mission
Mission Emphasis Week (for churches taking an offering for Resonate) - Thank you for your gift to support God’s
mission through Resonate! Resonate Global Mission is committed to walking alongside you and your church as
you follow God on mission in your own community and discover God at work around the globe. Find out how
your support makes a difference, or look for opportunities to get involved, at www.resonateglobalmission.org

Faith Formation

Deacon’s Corner ~ Doug D., Jim D., Tanya P., Lowell S., Nic V., Erika W.
Upcoming Offerings
September 18 - Resonate Global Mission
Formerly Christian Reformed World Missions and Christian Reformed Home Missions, we came together in
2017 as Resonate to walk alongside Christian Reformed churches as they join God’s mission in their own
neighborhoods and around the world. Resonate can help deepen your passion for mission, strengthen your
capacity to follow God on mission, and amplify the impact you and your church have in your neighborhood and
around the world. We can do more together than we can on our own! We support you as you join God’s mission
September 25 - Mtn. Rose Women’s Shelter

Gratefully Received Sept.4- Sept. 11
At-home Faith Formation Tip - At-home Faith Formation Tip: In the book Liturgy of the Ordinary (IVP 2016), Tish
Warren writes, “We learn the craft of holiness day by day in the living of a particular life . . . we are part of God’s
big vision and mission—the redemption of all things—through the earthy craft of living out our vocation, hour
by hour, task by task. I want to do the big work of the kingdom, but I have to learn to live it out in the small tasks
before me.” How might this insight change your perspective on the small tasks of your daily life? (Tip from Faith
Formation; bit.ly/CRCFaithFormation)

Rehoboth 900.00, Budget 3028.00
The Deacons are looking for someone to head up the Ministry To Seafarers in our congregation. From their
website is a description as to the items that are needed . You can access the link to their site,
https://ministrytoseafarers.com/get-involved/

From the Deacons & Treasurer
There are several ways to give to the church:
Coupons allow you to give to the Weekly Offerings, without having to use loose change. They come in $2, $5
and $10 coupons. You will be receipted for the amount of Coupons you purchase. Coupons can be directly
purchased from a Deacon, in the Council room on Sunday morning, before or after the service. They expire at
the end of each year.

SUDAN: Charges Dismissed Against Four Christians

Budget/Local Church Ministries: Write to “First Christian Reformed Church of RMH”. If you wish to have your
cheque allocated to a specific cause approved by the deacons or otherwise announced please indicate that
cause on the memo line of your cheque.

Even though all apostasy laws in Sudan were rescinded in 2020, four Christian men had recently been charged
under an obsolete ordinance and forced to stand trial. The charges arose from a raid on a Baptist church in
Zalingei, Sudan, on June 22nd. For more information about this situation, see this page.

E-transfers: send to treasurer@rockycrc.ca on the memo please specify the cause you would like money
allocated to.
Pre-Authorized Bank Withdrawals—Contact Marlene O. to sign up or get a form from the office.

A court hearing was held on August 30th. At the hearing, the judge had to decide whether to proceed in
bringing the case to court, dismiss the case completely, or refer the charges back to the public prosecutor's
office. The decision was made to send the case back to the prosecutor. Thankfully, on September 15th it was
announced that the prosecutor dismissed all charges against the men.
Praise God that the charges against these four Christians have been dropped! Please pray that the Lord's
intervention and protection will continue to be evident in these believers' lives, as they could potentially still
face threats because of the accusations. May the Lord use their testimonies to convey His lovingkindness
and grace to those around them.

Prayer Ministry
Do you know that there are groups of members who will lift you up in prayer?
Do you know you can contact them through e-mail, through the church office, phone call or through
the website anonymously?
If you have a prayer request and would like to be lifted in prayer contact:

visit www.firstcrcrocky.ca (via the CONTACT link or Prayer Ministries link)

Church Announcements
Freedom Sessions Bible Study- is a bible study that will be led by Anita M.. If you would like more information
check the poster on the bulletin board by the kitchen, or contact Anita M..
Prolife-Will you stand and pray for the little ones who are in danger? Life Chain is an annual event where a
group of people silently stand together and pray for those affected by abortion: women, babies, family members, friends, politicians and healthcare workers. Will you hold a sign and stand in support of life? If so, join us
Saturday, October 1 from 2-3 pm in Lacombe, Hwy 2A at Woodland Dr.
Sunday October 2nd, at 2-3pm at 32nd St. and 57th Ave Red Deer.
Signs provided, all are welcome.
Joel S., Red Deer Pro Life
Sunday School Another year of Sunday School is about to begin today. A sincere thank you to the many
volunteers who have made this possible!
Last year you received a box of "God's Big Story" cards for your family's use to review lessons throughout the
week. If you need not receive a box yet, please ask us for one! The Story Card # will be printed in the bulletin
each week (in the calendar area) so you will. know which lesson we were on.
Bettie and Sandra

Church Announcements
Check the missions bulletin board for a letter from Jonathan and Sarah!
Thanks for your Prayers! Exciting News!

Northern Crossing Music & Drama Society is excited to invite you to join our community Christmas Choir.
Practices will be held at Ecole Rocky Elementary on Mondays from 6:45 pm - 9:15 pm, starting September
19. Performances will take place at the Lou Soppit Community Centre on December 7 & 8. We look
forward to seeing you there. Questions or require further information contact Sue Lagroix 403.845.2056

Tour the Biblical Lands of Israel - March 6 – March 17, 2023. Experience a refreshing renewal of your
faith, and gain a deeper understanding of the Bible, as you tour the biblical lands with teaching host,
Pastor Peter Tuininga, and Sindbad Tours of Israel. See many of the biblical places (Jerusalem, Galilee,
Caesarea, Jericho, and much more), and gain spiritual and historical insights which will make the Bible
come alive for you. For complete information, cost, and registration, go to toursofisrael.wordpress.com or
call Peter Tuininga: 1 289 877 8433 or peter.tuininga@gmail.com

GEMS - We are still in need of one more leader for GEMS. Someone to support the grade 8 group of girls. They
are lovely girls and it would be a joy to spend time with them. Contact Anneleen D.

Travel with Calvin University - Join Prof. Gerry Van Kooten for a "volcanoes in the sun" tour of
It is good to gather again, join us in celebration of World Renew's 60th Anniversary. Friday September 23, 7pm
@ The King's University in Edmonton. "Imagine More" - Come enjoy food, fellowship, and stories compiled by
Lou Haveman in an evening of celebration. There is no cost to attend but an RSVP
to worldrenewalberta@gmail.com or the Facebook event would be greatly appreciated.
The King’s Harvest Banquet and Silent Auction on Saturday, October 1 from 5:00–9:30 PM to celebrate God’s
goodness with an evening of dinner, entertainment, and a silent auction in support of student scholarships and
bursaries. Please contact the King’s Development Office at 780.465.8314 for more information or visit kingsu.ca/
banquet to get your tickets at early bird prices today!

Hawaii's Big Island and Kauai in February 2023. On this tour you'll hike in Volcanoes National Park, visit
Waimea Canyon, tour a coffee production company, and stop at Pearl Harbor. See calvin.edu/go/travel
for details.

ReFrame Ministries

In Person on Campus at the University of Alberta - Meet with other students interested in faith & spirituality
from all walks of life and many other countries. Meet, eat and a book study (and sometimes board games) every
Tuesday 6-8 PM HUB 169 Chaplains' Centre. Contact Rick Mast for more details 780-554-6397
or rmast@ualberta.ca

The Tongue is Like a Spark - Check out the kids’ devotion at www.kidscorner.net. When James says,

The Studion School for Spiritual Direction is hosting an InterMission Silent Retreat, October 28-30, at Star of the
North Retreat Centre in St. Albert.
Come get away to be fully present to the presence of God and feed your soul. 5 meals, 2 nights, up to 3 sessions
of spiritual direction, and access to all the amenities of the Centre. Star of the North is located near the many
trails that run through St. Albert, including the trails along the Sturgeon River. You can walk for hours. It is a
lovely setting and a cozy retreat house. Cost: $450. To register email Ron at rev.klok@gmail.com.
Registration deadline is October 14/22.

Groundwork: Jesus Teaches about Money, Worry, and Judging People - Jesus continues to teach us what

“The tongue is like a spark,” he’s comparing our words to fire. Just like how a tiny spark can start a cozy
campfire or a devastating forest fire, your words can help or hurt those around you. Listen now at
kidscorner.net and check out all the new content.

it means to live as his redeemed followers. Join Groundwork as we study Matthew 6:19-7:5 to learn what
it means to have a kingdom perspective on our money and how this kingdom perspective influences how
we think about our security and about other people. Listen now at GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe
to Groundwork's weekly emails for future episodes.

