Upcoming Events
September 25

September 26

September 27

FIRST CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

September 28

Office: Cheri-Lynn

10:00 am Worship Service

September 29

Sept. 30

RR3 Site 4 Box 6, Rocky Mountain House, T4T 2A3

Oct. 1

9:30 am Ladies Craft Group

Lord’s Supper

403.845.6067

Our MISSION is to worship God faithfully, nurture one another to grow in Christ,
joyfully tell others about Jesus, develop our gifts to serve and pursue
stewardship, justice and peace in every area of life.

12:00 pm Bulletin deadline

Sunday School God’s Big
Story Card # 157
Service posted on Facebook/
website/app

Pastor Ken Douma – kgdouma@gmail.com 780.728.8148
Church Office: (Josephine & Cheri-Lynn) Tuesday — Friday 9am to 12:00pm

October 2

October 3

October 4

October 5

October 6

10:00 am Worship Service

7:00pm Friendship

Office: Cheri-Lynn

6:00pm -8:00 GEMS

Sunday School God’s Big
Story Card # 162

7:30pm 2nd Staff
Committee Meeting

9:30 am Coffeebreak

Swimming @ Rocky
Swimming Pool

7:30 pm Deacons Meeting

Oct. 7

Oct. 8

12:00 pm Bulletin deadline

Sunday, September 25

7:30 pm WPC meeting

Service posted on Facebook/
website/app

office@rockycrc.ca

Matthew 6:9-12, 25-34, Luke 13:18-21

Your Kingdom Come
All bulletins can be found online www.firstcrcrocky.ca
Check out our Facebook page (@FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse) or website (firstcrcrocky.ca) for links to sermons.
Thank you, for all you do!

September 25

October 2

October 9

Pastor Ken

David Carter

Pastor Ken

Robert B.

Randy D.

Case K.

Jim D.

Tanya P.

Lowell S.

The Experience

Six Track

Mosaic

Elroy L.

Joel S.

Pastor Ken

Aaron & Cheryl T.

Karl & Krystal H.

Teagan & Cody L.

Colleen T., Shanelle T.

Kelsey O., Arieanna V.

Isabelle D., Ruth D.

N Coffee Host

Anthony & Lydia B.

George & Corinne V.

Henry & Loraine A.

D Greeters/Coffee Cleanup

Bryan & Cheryl D.

Cheryl T., Rita B.

Kyle & Trina A.

Bob & Marie A.

Peter & Trudy D.

Aaron & Colleen T.

H
E
L
P
I

Serving Elder
Serving Deacon
Music Team

N Children’s Message
G Nursery
H
A

www.firstcrcrocky.ca
@FirstCRC.Rocky Mtn. House on Facebook

Morning Worship Service
Welcome
Come Now is the Time to Worship
Call to Worship
God’s Greeting
Boldly I Approach
Lord’s Supper
 How Deep the Father’ Love For Us
 Jesus, Strong and Kind

Children’s Message Elroy L. (SS for Ages 3- Grade 5)
Announcements and Congregational Prayer
Offering for Mountain Rose Women’s Shelter
HC- Lord’s Day 48,49
Scripture: Matthew 6:9-12, 25-34, Luke 18-21
Message: Your Kingdom Come
 He is Lord
Blessing
 Build Your Kingdom

If you know of anyone that we should be keeping in our prayers for various reasons, council asks that you please
call Pastor Ken, an elder or deacon. Elders are Robert B., David C., Randy D., Case K., John O., Jeanette S., Dave S.,
Art T., Albert V., Janelle V., George V. Deacons are Doug D., Jim D., Tanya P., Lowell S., Nic V. or Erika W.

Welcome to First CRC Rocky
If you are visiting we want to offer a warm welcome!
We pray you will encounter God today as you worship and bring him praise!
Nursery is available for infants & small children Sunday School for ages 3 & 4 during the service.
Join us for coffee in the fellowship hall following the service.
For more Information view: www.firstcrcrocky.ca or FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse on Facebook

CHURCH FAMILY
“…And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and
always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” Ephesians 6:18

✞ As a ministerial church, each church has been asked to pray for our brothers and sisters in our community,
today we pray for Cowboy Church.
✞ Birthday congratulations go out to Jean B. (26) who will celebrate her special day tomorrow, may you have a
blessed year ahead!
✞ Dina H. is back home, pray for healing and patience as she recovers from this injury.

✞ We pray for Sylvia D., Pearl V., Elly O., Marilyn H., Anneke O.and Joe & Lena V. and all at home. Ken S. and
Tonia T. at Westview Lodge. Diane W. and Dick O. at Clearwater Centre; Dick O., Seenie B. and
Corry W. at Park Avenue. We ask for God’s keeping and care. We thank you for all the caregivers who are able to
assist those who require a little extra help and care.
✞Please keep all missionaries in God’s care, wherever they may be serving. Join us in praying that: God will open
doors of ministry, blessing partnerships and friendships, for strength and stamina, that the Holy Spirit will provide
them with words that communicate effectively in other cultures and languages, that God will keep them safe, for
an abundant harvest that will be produced as more people learn about the love of Christ, and for restoration —
physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually — that can only be found in Jesus.
Check out the Missions bulletin board, in the social hall, for updates on the missionaries that we support.
There are new updates from Bryan & Tamara and Jonathan & Sarah.

LIBYA: Christian Convert Sentenced to Death for Apostasy
A Libyan appeals court has sentenced a young man to death for converting to Christianity, despite there being no official apostasy laws in the country. The name of the Christian convert, who came to faith in Jesus
four years ago, has been withheld for his protection. Though the young believer has faced pressure to recant
his belief in Jesus, he refuses to forsake his Christian faith.
In 2011, Libya was caught up in a civil war as part of a movement popularly known as the "Arab Spring." After
the country's dictator, Muammar Gaddafi, was assassinated, an elected body referenced as the General
National Congress (GNC) governed the country from 2012 to 2014. Predominantly controlled by the Muslim
Brotherhood, the GNC instituted a law against apostasy that mandated the death penalty.
During 2014, political power struggles ensued within the country, resulting in a split between a new
assembly based in Tripoli, which has the support of the country's Supreme Court; and the House of
Representatives based in Tobruk. However, with no unified government in existence today, much of the
current rule of law is being controlled by militia groups.
In the case of this persecuted young man, the Libyan court reverted to the old apostasy law, which was in
place during the time of the GNC, despite the legislation having been abolished years ago. At present, it is
unknown when court officials will take further action. In the interim, the accused Christian man has been
ordered to publish the verdict in the local news press and display a notice outside his residence – actions
that would subject him to further threat of danger. Compounding this believer's perilous situation is the fact
that he has had no legal representation throughout the court proceedings.
Despite the ongoing opposition against the country's Christians, and the daily dangers they encounter – including the risk of death – there have been reports of more people coming to faith in Christ. To receive
further information on the challenges of Christians in this North African nation, go to our country report.
Remember this Christian young man in your prayers as he now faces the court's decision. Pray that God will
swiftly intervene in powerful ways on this condemned believer's behalf, resulting in a miraculous reversal of
the initial verdict and the provision of true justice in his case. Also ask the Lord to mightily work in the lives of
those responsible for the governance of this divided nation, so that its leaders will come to a resolution that
upholds the proper rule of law. Ultimately, may He honour the courageous witness that's being
demonstrated through the uncompromising conviction of individuals like this young Christian convert –
those who are willing to risk it all for the sake of Christ – by using their testimonies to lead others to eternal
salvation.

Faith Formation

Deacon’s Corner ~ Doug D., Jim D., Tanya P., Lowell S., Nic V., Erika W.

At-home Faith Formation Tip - At-home Faith Formation Tip: What faith practices shape your life and the lives of
the people who share your home? “It’s easy for us to think that we create our habits, but our habits also create
us. The faith-forming things that we do together deeply affect the way we think and act. Because of this, consistently committing to your faith practices as a family has a significant impact.” —from Dear Parent: A Guide for
Family Faith Formation, by Laura Keeley and Robert J. Keeley, available at FaithAliveResources.org. (Tip from
CRCNA Faith Formation; crcna.org/FaithFormation)

Upcoming Offerings
September 25 - Mtn. Rose Women’s Shelter

Learn to Build Faith At Your Church Through Storytelling - In the Bible, God often uses stories to tell us who God
is. We are part of his story and it’s important for us to see our story in his story. Help your church build relationships between generations, see how God is working in the faith of God’s people, and more. Join us for the Sharing Stories to Build Faith cohort this fall. crcna.org/FaithFormation/cohorts

"Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you,
as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also
rejoice and be glad when His glory is revealed."
~ 1 Peter 4:12-13 ESV

We aren't just a women’s shelter, but we are so much more. We also run men’s programs, both for abusers and
male victims of domestic violence.

October 2- Coyote Creek Chapel

Gratefully Received Sept.4- Sept. 11
Rehoboth 900.00, Budget 3028.00
The Deacons are looking for someone to head up the Ministry To Seafarers in our congregation. From their
website is a description as to the items that are needed . You can access the link to their site,
https://ministrytoseafarers.com/get-involved/

From the Deacons & Treasurer
There are several ways to give to the church:

A Christian family in Rawalpindi, a city located in the Pakistani state of Punjab, are anxiously waiting for the safe return of
their 13-year-old daughter, nearly four months after her abduction. Zarvia Pervaiz was kidnapped, forcibly converted and
married in April to a man the family had formerly trusted.
The Pervaiz family had kindly hosted Imran Shahzad, along with his wife and three children, when he was going through a
financial crisis in April. However, as Zarvia's mother, Yasmeen, was disturbed by the way Imran was ill-treating his wife
Adiba, the visiting family was asked to leave. Shortly after, on April 30th, Adiba came to their home and asked if Zarvia
could accompany her to the market. When the girl had not returned by evening, the family became concerned and filed a
police report.
Imran and Adiba were arrested, but 13-year-old Zarvia told the court that she had converted to Islam and decided to marry
Imran freely. In private, however, the girl told her family that she was ordered to make that statement, otherwise her
brothers would be killed. The family has a recording of a phone call in which Zarvia described those threats. Regardless of
this evidence, as well as Pakistan's laws against the marriage of anyone under 16 years of age, the court rejected the parents' pleas and granted custody to Imran.
Despite this judicial setback, Zarvia's family continues to seek justice. "Minorities do not fairly and fully enjoy the right of
access to justice, as the police and court continue to favour perpetrators from the Muslim community, ignoring existing
laws on forced marriage and sexual violence," states her mother Yasmeen. "The discriminatory practise in investigations
and trials encourages perpetrators to take minority underage girls away from their parents." For previously posted reports
on similar incidents in Pakistan, go to our country report.
Please uphold Zarvia in your prayers as she endures this forced marriage in hopes of a soon rescue. As her parents seek
legal justice and try to reclaim custody, ask the Lord to minister His peace to the young teen – surrounding her with angelic
protection, as well as greatly needed comfort and hope. Pray that her concerned family will also experience God's
strengthening ministry during this difficult time. In addition to receiving His wisdom and guidance as to how they should
approach the courts, may they also receive the legal assistance required in order for justice to be served in their daughter's
case.

Coupons allow you to give to the Weekly Offerings, without having to use loose change. They come in $2, $5
and $10 coupons. You will be receipted for the amount of Coupons you purchase. Coupons can be directly
purchased from a Deacon, in the Council room on Sunday morning, before or after the service. They expire at
the end of each year.
Budget/Local Church Ministries: Write to “First Christian Reformed Church of RMH”. If you wish to have your
cheque allocated to a specific cause approved by the deacons or otherwise announced please indicate that
cause on the memo line of your cheque.
E-transfers: send to treasurer@rockycrc.ca on the memo please specify the cause you would like money
allocated to.
Pre-Authorized Bank Withdrawals—Contact Marlene O. to sign up or get a form from the office.

Prayer Ministry
Do you know that there are groups of members who will lift you up in prayer?
Do you know you can contact them through e-mail, through the church office, phone call or through
the website anonymously?
If you have a prayer request and would like to be lifted in prayer contact:

visit www.firstcrcrocky.ca (via the CONTACT link or Prayer Ministries link)

Church Announcements
From the Office - With the start of programs, meetings and other bookings, please contact the office to set up
your meetings and times, so there is no conflict with scheduling. Thank you!
Freedom Sessions Bible Study- is a bible study that will be led by Anita M.. If you would like more information
check the poster on the bulletin board by the kitchen, or contact Anita M..
Prolife-Will you stand and pray for the little ones who are in danger? Life Chain is an annual event where a
group of people silently stand together and pray for those affected by abortion: women, babies, family members, friends, politicians and healthcare workers. Will you hold a sign and stand in support of life? If so, join us
Saturday, October 1 from 2-3 pm in Lacombe, Hwy 2A at Woodland Dr.
Sunday October 2nd, at 2-3pm at 32nd St. and 57th Ave Red Deer.
Signs provided, all are welcome.
Joel S., Red Deer Pro Life
Sunday School Another year of Sunday School has begun, a sincere thank you to the many volunteers who have
made this possible!
Last year you received a box of "God's Big Story" cards for your family's use to review lessons throughout the
week. If you need not receive a box yet, please ask us for one! The Story Card # will be printed in the bulletin
each week (in the calendar area) so you will know which lesson we were on.
Bettie and Sandra
GEMS - We are still in need of one more leader for GEMS. Someone to support the grade 8 group of girls. They
are lovely girls and it would be a joy to spend time with them. Contact Anneleen d.

Church Announcements
Men's Retreat: Frontier Lodge is putting on a Men's Retreat for ages 18+. The dates are from Oct 28-30
and all men, young and old are invited. Connect with other men as we explore our Identity in Christ, make
and deepen friendships, enjoy great food and have fun! Arrive on Friday from 4-6 and leave Sunday at
2:00pm. The cost is $210.00. Friends are very welcome. If you are interested in coming, please talk to Pastor Ken. For more details and to register, check out https://www.frontierlodge.ca/sons-and-brothers.
Check the missions bulletin board for a letter from Jonathan and Sarah asking for prayer for specific
things that are happening. Please check it out!

Tour the Biblical Lands of Israel - March 6 – March 17, 2023. Experience a refreshing renewal of your
faith, and gain a deeper understanding of the Bible, as you tour the biblical lands with teaching host,
Pastor Peter Tuininga, and Sindbad Tours of Israel. See many of the biblical places (Jerusalem, Galilee,
Caesarea, Jericho, and much more), and gain spiritual and historical insights which will make the Bible
come alive for you. For complete information, cost, and registration, go to toursofisrael.wordpress.com or
call Peter Tuininga: 1 289 877 8433 or peter.tuininga@gmail.com

Travel with Calvin University - Join Prof. Gerry Van Kooten for a "volcanoes in the sun" tour of
Hawaii's Big Island and Kauai in February 2023. On this tour you'll hike in Volcanoes National Park, visit
Waimea Canyon, tour a coffee production company, and stop at Pearl Harbor. See calvin.edu/go/travel
for details.

The King’s Harvest Banquet and Silent Auction on Saturday, October 1 from 5:00–9:30 PM to celebrate God’s
goodness with an evening of dinner, entertainment, and a silent auction in support of student scholarships and
bursaries. Please contact the King’s Development Office at 780.465.8314 for more information or visit kingsu.ca/
banquet to get your tickets at early bird prices today!

ReFrame Ministries

In Person on Campus at the University of Alberta - Meet with other students interested in faith & spirituality
from all walks of life and many other countries. Meet, eat and a book study (and sometimes board games) every
Tuesday 6-8 PM HUB 169 Chaplains' Centre. Contact Rick Mast for more details 780-554-6397
or rmast@ualberta.ca

Making Peace - Check out the kids’ devotion at www.kidscorner.net. What if your mom or dad asked you
to “Go make peace” instead of “Go say you’re sorry”? Would that look different? Would you feel different? Listen now at kidscorner.net and check out all the new content.

The Studion School for Spiritual Direction is hosting an InterMission Silent Retreat, October 28-30, at Star of the
North Retreat Centre in St. Albert.
Come get away to be fully present to the presence of God and feed your soul. 5 meals, 2 nights, up to 3 sessions
of spiritual direction, and access to all the amenities of the Centre. Star of the North is located near the many
trails that run through St. Albert, including the trails along the Sturgeon River. You can walk for hours. It is a
lovely setting and a cozy retreat house. Cost: $450. To register email Ron at rev.klok@gmail.com.
Registration deadline is October 14/22.

Groundwork: Jesus Teaches about Entering God's Kingdom, False Prophets, and Strong Foundations - As
we conclude our study of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, let’s examine his warnings and encouragement for
our faith. Join Groundwork as we study Matthew 7:13-29 to hear what Jesus says we should be aware of
to keep our eyes and hearts rooted in him. Listen now at GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to
Groundwork's weekly emails for future episodes.

