Upcoming Events
October 23

October 24

October 25

FIRST CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

October 26

October 27

10:00 am Worship Service

7:00 pm Friendship

Office: Josephine

10:00 Ladies Craft Group

SS God’s Big Story Card #2

7:30 pm Camp Meeting

9:30 am Coffeebreak

12:00 pm Bulletin deadline

1:30 pm Service at Clearwater

Oct. 28

RR3 Site 4 Box 6, Rocky Mountain House, T4T 2A3

Oct. 29

Our MISSION is to worship God faithfully, nurture one another to grow in Christ,
joyfully tell others about Jesus, develop our gifts to serve and pursue
stewardship, justice and peace in every area of life.

7:30 pm Full Council/
Transition Meeting

2:30 pm Service at Westview

Pastor Ken Douma – kgdouma@gmail.com 780.728.8148

Youth -No Coffee

Church Office: (Josephine & Cheri-Lynn) Tuesday — Friday 9am to 12:00pm

Service posted on Facebook/
website/app

October 30

October 31

November 1

November 2

Office: Cheri-Lynn

7:00 pm GEMS

Baptism of Penny H.

9:30 am Coffeebreak

7:00 pm Cadets

SS God’s Big Story Card #5

7:30 pm Deacons

7:00 pm Catechism

Youth Coffee @ Bob & Marie A.

7:30 pm Worship Planning
Committee Meeting

10:00 am Worship Service

403.845.6067

7:00 pm Friendship

November 3

Nov. 4

12:00 pm Bulletin deadline

office@rockycrc.ca

Nov. 5
1:30 pm Community
Hymn Sing at
Nazarene Church

Service posted on Facebook/
website/app

All bulletins can be found online www.firstcrcrocky.ca
Check out our Facebook page (@FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse) or website (firstcrcrocky.ca) for links to sermons.
Thank you, for all you do!
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Pastor Ken

Serving Elder

Dave S.

Chris T.

Serving Deacon

Doug D.

Music Team
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H

Coffee Host

N Greeters/Coffee Cleanup
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October 30

Pastor Ken

N Children’s Message

A

October 23

Morning Worship Service

November 6

Albert V.

Welcome
His Love
Call to Worship
God’s Greeting
What a Beautiful Name

The Experience

Six Track

Lifted Hearts

Elroy L.

Joel S.

Corinne S.

Marisa P., Margo D.

Shirley V., Corinne V.

Alyssa D., Marie A.,

Annette D., Chelsey B.

Amber B., Shanelle T.

Rita B., Travis A.

Call to Confession/Prayer of Confession
 Lord, I Need You
Assurance of Pardon
 Lord You Have My Heart

Rob & Fran D.

Doug & Karen D..

Dave & Henriet V.

Installation of Elders & Deacons

Mark & Jessica H.

Lowell & Chris S.

Frank & Gloria D.

Neels & Dina H.

Erika W.

Children’s Message - Elroy L. (S.S for Ages 3 - Grade 5)
Announcements and Congregational Prayer
Offering for Seafarers
Scripture: Matthew 6:12-14; 18:21-35, Lord’s Day 51
Message: As We Have Forgiven...A Hard Word 
 And Can it Be
Blessing
 My Friends May You Grow in Grace

If you know of anyone that we should be keeping in our prayers for various reasons, council asks that you please
call Pastor Ken, an elder or deacon. Elders are Robert B., David C., Randy D., Case K., John O., Jeanette S., Dave S.,
Art T., Albert V., Janelle V., George V. Deacons are Doug D., Jim D., Tanya P., Lowell S., Nic V. or Erika W.



Welcome to First CRC Rocky
If you are visiting we want to offer a warm welcome!
We pray you will encounter God today as you worship and bring him praise!
Nursery is available for infants & small children. Sunday School for ages 3 - Grade 5 during the service.
Join us for coffee in the fellowship hall following the service.
For more Information view: www.firstcrcrocky.ca or FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse on Facebook

"You never know how much you really believe anything
until its truth or falsehood becomes a matter of life and death to you."
~ C.S. Lewis~
CHINA: Christian Education Facilities Face Closure/Source: ChinaAid

CHURCH FAMILY
“…And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and
always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” Ephesians 6:18
✞ As a ministerial church, each church has been asked to pray for our brothers and sisters in our community,
today we pray for Mountain Bible Chapel.
✞ Birthday congratulations go out to Jack H. who will celebrate on October 24.
✞Join Pastor Ken as he leads services today at Clearwater Centre at 1:30 pm and Westview Lodge at 2:30 pm.
✞Next Sunday, October 30, we will celebrate the baptism of Penny Loraine H. (Mark & Keanna)
✞ There will be Lord’s Supper on Sunday, November 13.
✞ We pray for Pearl V., Elly O., Marilyn H. Anneke O. and Joe & Lena V. all at home. Sylvia D. in the Rocky
hospital. Ken S. and Tonia T. at Westview Lodge. Diane W. and Dick O. at Clearwater Centre; Dick O.,
Seenie B. and Corry W. at Park Avenue. We ask for God’s keeping and care. We thank you for all the caregivers
who are able to assist those who require a little extra help and care.
✞Please keep all missionaries in God’s care, wherever they may be serving. Join us in praying that: God will open
doors of ministry, blessing partnerships and friendships, for strength and stamina, that the Holy Spirit will provide
them with words that communicate effectively in other cultures and languages, that God will keep them safe, for
an abundant harvest that will be produced as more people learn about the love of Christ, and for restoration —
physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually — that can only be found in Jesus.
Check out the Missions bulletin board, in the social hall, for updates on the missionaries that we support.

Prayer Ministry
There is a group of members who will lift you up in prayer.
They can be contacted through email, the church office, phone call or through the website anonymously.
If you have a prayer request and would like to be lifted in prayer contact:

visit www.firstcrcrocky.ca (via the CONTACT link or Prayer Ministries link)

In recent months, seminaries in Wenzhou, Zhejiang Province, have been raided and forced to close by officials who
claim that the Christian schools are illegal. On August 8th, the Wenzhou Bowen Bible School and the Wenzhou Bible
School were both raided. These raids followed an official announcement which was issued to the seminaries three days
before. The claim is that the schools were organizing events without government authorization and had not registered
their activities with officials.
On September 20th, the National Security Department and Bureau of Religion raided the Canaan Seminary, which is
also located in Wenzhou. After officials destroyed all the equipment in the church building where the classes were being
conducted, Pastor Huang Jianle and three teachers were taken into custody. All the seminary students were instructed to
leave the premises and return to their homes.
In an unrelated case, a Christian man organized a religious training event on June 28th. In the days that followed,
Ji Chungang was charged with organizing the event without authorization. On September 13th, he was fined 150,000 yuan
(about $28,600 CAD) by the Dali Municipal Bureau of Ethnic and Religious Affairs. He has 60 days to either submit an
application for reconsideration or file a lawsuit. In addition to arrest, threats and conviction, the use of severe financial
penalties is often one of the heaviest burdens imposed by the Chinese government to persecute religious minorities.
Please pray for wisdom on behalf of all those involved in these cases. Ask the Lord to provide the Christian leaders of
the seminaries and churches guidance and discernment as they seek to continue empowering and equipping believers
with Biblical training. Overall, may Christians throughout China receive greatly needed encouragement and
refreshment so they can remain bold and steadfast in their faith, in spite of ongoing government oppression.
SUDAN: Apostasy Charges Added to Christian Couple's Case (UPDATE)/Source: Open Doors
Hamouda Teya Kaffi and his wife Nada Hamad Koko have been facing ongoing problems since he first came to faith in
Christ during 2018. Since it was unlawful for a Muslim woman to marry a non-Muslim man, Nada's family initially forced
her to have the marriage annulled by an Islamic court. At the time, Hamouda could have been accused of apostasy, an
offence punishable by death, but he was fortunately spared of any criminal charges.
In 2020, apostasy was completely decriminalized in Sudan, and so the couple reunited in 2021, with Nada announcing
that she had also become a Christian. Under pressure from her family, however, charges were laid against the couple,
claiming that Nada's conversion to Christianity was not valid and, therefore, their current marriage would be deemed
unlawful. If convicted, the couple will then be considered guilty of adultery. Hamouda and Nada were scheduled to appear
in court on September 15th when they found out that charges of apostasy were being added to their case, despite that
law having been revoked in 2020. Because of the new charges, their hearing was postponed.
On August 30th, similar charges of apostasy against four Christians were dismissed by a Sudanese court. The laying of
these new charges against Nada and Hamouda when there is little probability of them being upheld is being seen by
human rights advocates as an attempt to intimidate and pressure the married couple to return to Islam. Even if all charges
against the Christians are dropped, the couple's situation has now become known in their community, placing them at
great risk of danger.
Please prayerfully uphold Nada and Hamouda as they now face these additional charges, along with the psychological
pressure from Sudanese authorities, as well as hostile family and community members. May the outcome of this court
case be in favour of the Christian couple. Ask God to give wisdom and guidance to the governing leaders of Sudan,
helping them to realize the need to respect the rights of all citizens in their country.

Church Announcements

Deacon’s Corner ~ Doug D., Jim D., Tanya P., Lowell S., Nic V., Erika W.

Safe Church- Our programs have begun! Is your safe church paperwork up to date? On October 30th we will

Upcoming Offerings

have a table set up before and after church to help you fill out the paperwork. Please stop by if you're not sure if
your paperwork is up to date.

October 23 - Seafarers

Pack a shoebox for a child in need! Operation Christmas Child delivers great joy and the
Good News of Jesus Christ to children in need around the world through gift-filled
shoeboxes. Each box packed full of quality toys, school supplies, and personal care items
becomes a tangible expression of God's immense love for the child. For many, it is their
first gift ever! Delivered by our local church partners, shoebox gifts provide an opportunity
to present the Gospel to boys and girls in a clear, child-friendly way. There are some boxes
in the foyer. Collection week is November 14-20. You can pick up boxes & drop them off
at Living Branches Community Church. See the poster for more information.

Community Hymn Sing at the Nazarene Church will be held the first Saturday of every month at 1:30pm. Next
one will be Saturday, November 5. Everyone is invited to gather and sing some of the old hymns for an hour
and then to gather for refreshments after.

Day of Encouragement Have you been walking the road of reconciliation and wondering what next? Or have
you been hearing about ongoing events and changes and asking yourself what it means for you and the church?
This year's DOE on Saturday November 5th is for you! In this exciting day-long event hosted by NADC, the Micah
Centre, King's, and friends from KAIROS Prairies North, Mennonite and Anglican churches, participants will learn
about the physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual roots of reparations and reciprocity. Through a variety of
interactive workshops led by Indigenous and non-Indigenous leaders, participants will consider the role they can
play in repairing broken relationships and building communities of reciprocity and hope. For details and to
register for the event, visithttps://www.eventbrite.ca/e/the-give-away-where-repair-reciprocity-andreconciliation-meet-tickets-429356074577?aff=ebdshpsearchautocomplete

ReFrame Ministries

The Ministry to Seafarers in Vancouver is a chaplaincy ministry focused on support for and outreach to seafarers who pass
through the Port of Vancouver. At present 1 full-time chaplain is employed throughout the year. Most years an intern is also
hired to serve during the summer months.

October 30 - Local Church Ministries

Gratefully Received October 2,9,10
Canadian Food Grains Bank $1885 The Lord’s Food Bank $637.41
Coyote Creek Chapel $548
Resonate Global Missions $50
Voice of the Martyrs $500
Wild Rose Women’s Shelter $150

From the Deacons & Treasurer
There are several ways to give to the church:
Coupons allow you to give to the Weekly Offerings, without having to use loose change. They come in $2, $5
and $10 coupons. You will be receipted for the amount of Coupons you purchase. Coupons can be directly
purchased from a Deacon, in the Council room on Sunday morning, before or after the service. They expire at
the end of each year.
Budget/Local Church Ministries: Write to “First Christian Reformed Church of RMH”. If you wish to have your
cheque allocated to a specific cause approved by the deacons or otherwise announced please indicate that
cause on the memo line of your cheque.
E-transfers: send to treasurer@rockycrc.ca on the memo please specify the cause you would like money
allocated to.
Pre-Authorized Bank Withdrawals—Contact Marlene O. to sign up or get a form from the office.

Family Fire - is an online community exploring Spirit-led family, marriage, parenting, in-laws, blended families,
and intimacy. Find encouraging articles and devotions at familyfire.com. Subscribe for regular email updates and
connect with our Family Fire community on Facebook.
Listen to God - Check out the kids’ devotion at www.kidscorner.net. How does God talk to you? Maybe during
prayer. Maybe God speaks to you when you read the Bible. How do you listen to God? Listen now at
kidscorner.net and check out all the new content.

Prayers of Compassion - Perhaps the best way to support a grieving friend or loved one is to pray for them.
The ReFrame Prayer Ministry has released “Prayers of Compassion for Someone Who is Grieving,” a 31-day
intercessory prayer guide. You can download it for free at connect.reframeministries.org/prayers-of-compassion

Church Announcements
Cadet Firewood Fundraiser - Cadets will be splitting and delivering dry spruce and pine firewood in
November. Price is $300 delivered and stacked for a trailer load which is about a cord. Please contact Travis T.,
Bob A., Joost V., Dave V., Alan O. or John M. to book.

Nursery - There are two snack options available in the nursery - regular Cheerios and gluten-free Whole O's.
If your child requires the gluten-free option or is unable to eat either of the snacks available, please indicate on
the parent sign in page when dropping off your child. Nursery volunteers have been reminded to check the sign
in page for any instructions and noted food restrictions/allergies. We have a master list of children with known
food restrictions/allergies posted by the snack options. For any further inquiries, feedback or to volunteer
please contact Teagan L. or via email: tleenstra16@gmail.com.

