
All bulletins can be found online www.firstcrcrocky.ca 

Upcoming  Events 

March 19 March 20 March 21 March 22 March 23 March 24 March 25 

10:00am Worship Service 
SS- Story Card # 33 
 
1:30pm Service at Clearwater 
Centre 
2:30pm Service at Westview 
Lodge 
 
Youth coffee night  

7:00 pm Friendship 

 

Office: Josephine 

9:30 am Coffeebreak 

7:30 pm Elders 

 9:00 am  Craft Group 

12:00 pm Bulletin deadline 

7-10 pm Men’s Event 

Axe Throwing 

 

March 26 March 27 March 28 March 29 March 30 March 31 April 1 

10:00am Worship Service 
SS- Story Card # 35 
 
Youth Bible Study at Trevor & 
Sharlea’s 
 

7:00 pm Friendship 

 

Office: Cheri-Lynn 

NO Coffeebreak 

7:30 pm Full Council 

 12:00 pm Bulletin deadline Funeral Fund 

deadline 

 

Check out our Facebook page (@FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse) or website (firstcrcrocky.ca) for links to sermons. 

Thank you, for all you do! March 19 

Pastor Ken 

March 26 

Pastor Ken 

April 2 

Pastor Ken  

Serving Elder Dave S. Albert V. Janelle V. 

Serving Deacon Nic V. Peter B. Doug D. 

Music Team Six Track Lifted Hearts The Experience 

Children’s Message Elroy L. Corinne S. Pastor Ken  

Nursery  Stephanie C., Anita M. 

Cailyn B., Shanelle T. 

Isabelle D., Margo D., 

Sjoukje V., Kayley T. 

Kelsey O., Ruth D. 

Justin & Mikala D. 

Coffee Host John & Anita M. Mark & Jessica H. Devon & Marisa P. 

Greeters/Coffee Cleanup Don & Marion R. 

Kyle & Trina A. 

Case & Marlene K. 

Trevor & Sharlea L. 

Edward & Janelle V. 

Ray & Audrey B. 
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FIRST CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH  

RR3 Site 4 Box 6, Rocky Mountain House, T4T 2A3      403.845.6067  

Our MISSION is to worship God faithfully, nurture one another to grow in Christ, 

 joyfully tell others about Jesus, develop our gifts to serve and pursue  

stewardship, justice and peace in every area of life. 

Pastor Ken Douma – kgdouma@gmail.com   780.728.8148                                                                                                                       

Church Office: (Josephine & Cheri-Lynn)   Tuesday — Friday  9am to 12:00pm     office@rockycrc.ca 

            Morning Worship Serviceww.firstcrcrocky.ca 

  
Welcome  
  Lord I Lift Your Name on High 
 I Lift My Eyes Up to the Mountain 
 
Call to Worship  
God’s Greeting/We greet one another 
  This is the Day 
 
Call to Confession & Prayer of Confession 
Assurance of Pardon 
   As Moses Raised the Serpent Up  
 
Children’s Message- Elroy L. (Sunday School for Ages 3-Grade 5) 

 
Announcements and Congregational Prayer 
  
Scripture:  Luke 22:39-62 
Message: Dis - ease 
   Christ is Mine Forevermore 
 
Offering for Raise Up Global Ministries 
Offertory 
 
Parting Blessing  
    All My Hope 

     



Welcome to First CRC Rocky 

If you are visiting we want to offer a warm welcome!   

We pray you will encounter God today as you worship and bring him praise!  

Nursery is available for infants & small children. Sunday School for ages 3 - Grade 5 during the service. 

Join us for coffee in the fellowship hall following the service. 
For more Information view: www.firstcrcrocky.ca or FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse on Facebook 

CHURCH FAMILY 
“…Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;  

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”  
– 1 Thessalonians 5:16 – 

 

✞ As a ministerial church, each church has been asked to pray for our brothers and sisters in our community,    
today we pray for St. Matthew’s Roman Catholic Church.  
 

✞Join Pastor Ken, as it is our turn, to lead services today at Clearwater Centre (1:30 pm) and Westview Lodge 
(2:30 pm).  
 

✞ We pray for those at home: Pearl V., Elly O., Marilyn H., Anneke O., Sylvia D.  and  Joe & Lena V. For those at 
care facilities: Tonia T. and Ken S. (Westview Lodge) Diane W. and Dick O. (Clearwater Centre); Seenie B.,         
Corry W. and Dick O. (Park Avenue), and for all the caregivers who are able to assist those who require a little 

extra help and care.  

 

✞Please keep all missionaries in God’s care, wherever they may be serving. Join us in praying that: God will open 
doors of ministry, blessing partnerships and friendships, for strength and stamina, that the Holy Spirit will provide 
them with words that communicate effectively in other cultures and languages, that God will keep them safe, for 
an abundant harvest that will be produced as more people learn about the love of Christ, and for restoration — 
physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually — that can only be found in Jesus.  

Check out the Missions bulletin board, in the social hall, for updates on the missionaries that we support. 
 

If you know of anyone that we should be keeping in our prayers for various reasons, council asks that you please call 
Pastor Ken, an elder or deacon.   Your Elders are Anthony B., Randy D., Jessica H., Alan O., John O., Jeannette S., Dave S., 
Chris T., Albert V., Janelle V. and George V.  Your Deacons are Peter B., Doug D., Justin D., Tanya P., Lowell S. and Nic V.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 
 
 

With regards to the vote for a second staff at Rocky First CRC the vote was held at the end of service March 
12th.  The results were 16-No and 74-Yes for a response of 82% in favor of pursuing a second staff.  
Council would like to thank the committee for all of their time and effort on this. We also covet your prayers as we 
consider how this may look and what the Lord's will is moving forward for our church and any potential              
candidates. 

From Council  

Let us prayerfully lift up the Christians residing within this predominantly vodun nation as they     
continue sharing the Gospel message with villagers caught in the grip of spiritual darkness. Despite 
the adversity facing these ministering believers, may they consistently serve as conduits of God's 
shining light by conveying the "Good News" of His salvation and deliverance. Ask the Lord to        
empower them with His Holy Spirit, so that many more villagers will experience freedom from               
darkness and the assurance of   eternal life. May these believers' courage and conviction in the             
Gospel message be used to mightily   transform this land and its people. Also pray for the provision 
of resources needed to rebuild their church facility. 
 

**************************************************** 

SRI LANKA: Church Under Investigation for Worship Services/Source: NCEASL 

 The Pentecostal Assembly congregation in Dodangoda, Sri Lanka, is made up of about seven      
families who regularly meet in the home of their pastor. On February 12th, while the Sunday worship 
service was in progress, approximately seven police officers arrived at the home. They informed the 
pastor that local monks, who had issued a complaint about the Sunday services, claimed that the 
meetings were being conducted illegally. 

 The next day, the pastor and another church member went to the local police station where they 
were met by seven monks, along with other villagers. One of the monks stated that because theirs was 
a Buddhist village, all Christian services must be discontinued. The monk continued by explaining that 
while the pastor is permitted to pray with his own family, he must refrain from conducting services 
involving other villagers. The pastor replied that no one was forced to join in the church meetings,   
further stating that he is the legal owner of the property. 

 Shortly after the incident at the police station, plans were made for another church meeting to take 
place on February 17th. On that scheduled day, however, approximately 50 villagers gathered around 
the pastor's house, demanding an end to all worship activities. In addition, they threatened the pastor 
if he continued. Because of the antagonistic nature of this demonstration, police were called to the 
scene. However, by the time the officers arrived, the crowd had dispersed. The commissioned officers 
then asked the pastor to inform them of any future incidents. Opposition from local Buddhist monks is 
common, particularly in rural areas of Sri Lanka 

On behalf of the Christians facing opposition in this predominantly Buddhist nation, pray that the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard the hearts and minds of the pastor and 
congregants in Dodangoda, as well as those in Sri Lanka's other Christian communities. May these 
believers consistently demonstrate God's love to fellow villagers – including those who oppose them 
– so that many will readily receive His wonderful gift of salvation. Pray that the issues of concern 
being experienced in various areas of country will be resolved, and that there will be no further     
incidents of intimidation or violence. 



ReFrame Ministries  

Precious in God’s Sight! That’s the theme for Rehoboth Camp Ministry this summer! RCM provides 
a one-week camp experience for persons with developmental disabilities and is a life-changing week 
for campers and volunteers. Come and be a special friend to someone with a developmental disability 
and show them the love of Christ, and at the same time enjoy our beautiful camp facility. We are  
looking for volunteers, especially nurses/LPNs and counsellors for all of our weeks: R&R (a more re-
laxed week from June 18 – 23), Adult 1 (July 1-7), Adult 2 (July 8-14), Independent (July 15-21), and 
Youth (July 22-28). Check out our website at www.rcmflourish.ca/camps for descriptions of the weeks 
and more information. Anyone age 14+ is welcome to apply. No experience is necessary and full    
training and support is provided. For more information, please e-mail camp@rcmflourish.ca. With 
your help we can flourish in the land. See you at camp! 
 
 

 
Kids Corner: God Is Our Home Free Zone - Check out this week’s kids’ devotion at 
www.kidscorner.net. When life gets overwhelming, scary and feels out of control, you need to find 
safe spaces like that “Home Free'' zone. God is the safest place we can seek when life gets hard. Check 
out all the great content at kidscorner.net like the Bible Story Coloring Packet 6: The Miracle of Easter. 
 

Groundwork: Encouragement as We Wait for Christ's Return - Waiting for Christ’s second coming 
can feel discouraging as we continue to witness the pain and brokenness of this world. Join                  
Groundwork as we study John’s vision of a restored heaven in Revelation 22 and discuss the hope and 
encouragement it provides so that we might persevere and remain faithful in doing the work to which 
God has called us while we wait. Listen now at Groundworkonline.com and subscribe to Groundwork's 
weekly emails for future episodes. 

"In the cross, in the cross be my glory ever, 
'Til my raptured soul shall find rest beyond the river." 

~ Lyrics in "Near the Cross" Hymn Written by Fanny Crosby ~ 
 
BENIN: Church Building Destroyed on National Vodun Day/Source: VOM USA 
 Considered the birthplace of the ancient tribal faith of vodun (commonly referred to as voodoo), many 
residents in the West African country of Benin continue with religious practices that commonly involve   
animal sacrifices and talismans to ward off evil. These practices are so widespread in Benin that January 10 
is celebrated as National Vodun Day. 
 When local Christians residing in a small town of central Benin refused to participate in the national 
celebrations, a group of vodun followers burned their church building to the ground. In the aftermath of the 
attack, the church's pastor requested prayer, asking that: 1) the people of the village will be set free from 
their bondage to vodun, 2) the church would be strengthened, and 3) his congregation's destroyed house of 
worship would soon be rebuilt. 

 

Church Announcements Continued 
Deacon’s Corner ~ Peter B., Doug D., Justin D., Tanya P., Lowell S., Nic V. 

Upcoming Offerings 

March 19 - Raise Up Global Ministries  
Raise Up has a vision to see healthy churches worldwide flourish and transform their communities under the 

leadership of those who have been equipped through accessible, high-quality materials and training. They use 
three programs to accomplish this: Global Coffee Break, Timothy Leadership Training, and Educational Care. 

Your gifts today will support all of these ministries. Thank You! 
 

March 26 - Local Church Ministries 
Local Church Ministries goes to cover all our budget commitments: staff, office expenses, power, heat,             

insurance, children’s programs, mission support and ministry shares. 
 

Gratefully received March 12, 2023 
Local Church Ministries $7347 

 

From the Deacons & Treasurer 

There are several ways to give to the church:  
 
Coupons allow you to give to the Weekly Offerings, without having to use loose change. They come in $2, $5 
and $10 coupons. You will be receipted for the amount of Coupons you purchase. Coupons can be directly     
purchased from a Deacon, in the Council room on Sunday morning, before or after the service. They expire at 
the end of each year.  
 
Budget/Local Church Ministries:  Write to “First Christian Reformed Church of RMH”.  If you wish to have your 
cheque allocated to a specific cause approved by the deacons or otherwise announced please indicate that 
cause on the memo line of your cheque.   
 
E-transfers: send to treasurer@rockycrc.ca on the memo please specify the cause you would like money           
allocated to. 
 
Pre-Authorized Bank Withdrawals—Contact Marlene O. to sign up or get a form from the office.  

 

There are times in life when everything seems overwhelming – times when you can’t find answers 
or you don’t know where to turn. But in every season of life the Spirit invites us into a relationship with God 
through prayer. This is how we align our hearts with His. It is reassuring to know He is there and is listening. 

Whatever you are going through – times of beauty or ones of trouble – we’d love to pray with you.                  
Contact the team them through email, the church office, phone call or through the website anonymously.  

 
   visit www.firstcrcrocky.ca (via the CONTACT link or Prayer Ministries link) 

Prayer Ministry 



 On March 10 and 11, delegates from all the Christian Reformed Churches from Red Deer in the south 
to Fairview in the north met at Covenant CRC in Edmonton for our semi-annual Classis meeting.  

 Our chair, Pastor Nic W. of Covenant Church in Rocky Mountain House, led us through a full and  
demanding agenda. Our chaplain Anita Veldhuisen S. led us to our Father’s throne in praise and               
thanksgiving as well as prayers for guidance of the Spirit. 

 You really need to find out who the delegates from your congregation were and ask them about the 
amazing work that Rick M. and Christy H. are doing as chaplains at the University of Alberta and NAIT. 
We were truly blessed and thrilled by their presentation. 

 Harold R. told us about exciting developments in the ministry of the Edmonton Native Healing Centre 
which is one of three indigenous ministries supported by the CRC in Canada. Harold especially            
encouraged the churches to make use of the “Hearts Exchanged” course.  

 We were also blessed by an enthusiastic and comprehensive presentation about the Food Grains 
Bank and the work of World Renew, a CRC ministry close to our hearts. 

 Last year, Classis encouraged ministries to make proposals for investments using our considerable 
accumulated surplus funds. We received 5 such proposals and enthusiastically voted to support the   
visionary building and ministry proposal from Bridge Church in Fort Saskatchewan and the unique 
Lodgepole Communitas community outreach proposal from Avenue Church in Edmonton. We expect to 
review other proposals in the future. 

 Many of you surrounded this Classis meeting in prayer, especially for the Spirit’s presence in our   
discussions about responding to Synod 2022’s decisions about the Human Sexuality Report. Classis did 
not support any of the submissions asking Synod to change its definition of “unchastity” in Q&A of the 
Heidelberg Catechism (one of our confessional statements), but we did agree that including that        
definition as part of the confession requires a proper procedure with opportunities for further            
discussions and future vote at Synod. 

 This is only a short summary of some of the highlights of the two days. It was a time of mutual 
blessings and an opportunity to see the Spirit at work in the Church. Just ask the delegates from your 
congregation. 

Gary D., Stated Clerk of Classis Alberta North 

 

 

 

 

of the Christian Reformed Church in North America 

Classis Meeting Highlights  
Funeral Fund  fees are due by March 31. The fee is $50.00 per person 18 and over. Please make your cheques 
out to CRC Funeral Fund and put into Mailbox 79. Questions contact Marlene K. 
 

Calling all Men! Come Axe Throwing on Friday, March 24! Due to the strong interest, we have changed our  
reservation and booked the entire “Wood Shed” in Sylvan Lake for our Men’s social event. That means we can 
now have up to 45 people so everyone is more than welcome! That also means that they have given us an extra 
hour so we now have the facility from 7:00 -10:00pm. The cost is $35/person which will include an axe throwing 
tournament, pizza, wings and drinks. We still need to know who is coming to arrange for food so PLEASE SIGN 
UP on the bulletin board going into the fellowship hall. If you would like help finding a ride, please put a star 
beside your name on the sign up sheet! Ages 18+ are welcome. Please go to https://www.vantora.com/e/tws/
waiver/mobile.asp?ev=624375180 and fill out their online waiver to speed up the process when we arrive. 
Friends are welcome! This is a great chance to help someone get to know us and for everyone to simply have fun 
and get more connected to other men in the church! 

 

Summer Ministries - Camp dates are set and planning is in full force! We are looking for the following to help 
with the camps:  
Sonrise Camp week 1 (ages 10-12yrs) July 9-14 - cooks & helpers, counsellors, craft person, games person, bus 
driver (s), director, music for chapel and laundry person. 
Sonrise Camp Week 2 (ages 13-15 yrs)  July 16-21 - cooks & helpers, counsellors, craft person, games person, 
bus driver (s), director, music for chapel and laundry person. 
Vacation Bible Camp (ages 5-9 yrs) July 24-27 - group leaders, director, games person, craft person,                           
cook & helpers, music person and a laundry person.  
Prayerfully consider if you are able to help out in any of the following areas. If you need any  further information 
or want to sign up contact any member of the Camp Committee. (Albert V., Sheldon B., Zachary B., Marie A., 
Lydia B., Kelly B., Cody L., or Cheri-Lynn B.)  
 

VBC needs a new director This summer will be Lydia’s last time directing Vacation Bible Camp. It would be 
ideal to find her replacement now and have them shadow Lydia this summer for an easy transition into 2024.  
If this is something that would interest you please talk to Lydia about the fun involved in directing this amazing 
growing ministry!!  
 

Watoto Children’s Choir, from Uganda, will be performing a free concert of their new album, ‘We Will Go’  on 
Thursday April 13 at 7:00pm.  

 
Calling All Girls! Plans are underway for GEMS Camp to be held July 31 - August 4 at the Rehoboth facility on 
Gull Lake.  Registration forms are now available from your GEMS leader. Registration deadline is May 1, but    
register early so you don't miss out! Come and enjoy fun and fellowship, crafts, activities, great food, singing, 
campfire, worship, and sharing the love of Christ together. If you are going into grades 5 through 8 in the fall of 
2023 and wish to have a great summer experience, this is for you! Girls entering grade 9 who wish to 
learn leadership skills and discover their gifts for serving at camp can register for our Transition Year. Girls                   
entering grades 10 - 12 are eligible to register as a Counselor in Training.  Interested in volunteering or questions 
contact Bonnie B. at bbennik@gmail.com 

Church Announcements  


