FIRST CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
RR3 Site 4 Box 6, Rocky Mountain House, T4T 2A3  403.845.6067

Our MISSION is to worship God faithfully, nurture one another to grow in Christ,

é joyfully tell others about Jesus, develop our gifts to serve and pursue
4 stewardship, justice and peace in every area of life.

Pastor Ken Douma — kgdouma@gmail.com 780.728.8148
Pastor Natasha Specht - pastornatasha@rockycrc.ca (Monday -Thursday)
Church Office: Tuesday — Friday 9:00am to 12:00pm office@rockycrc.ca

ilippiar
What Are You Looking At?

www.firstcrcrocky.ca
@FirstCRC.Rocky Mtn House on Facebook

Morning Worship Service

Welcome Children’s Message - Joel S.

J2 Blessed Be Your Name Sunday School for Age 3 through Grade 5
Call to Worship Announcements & Congregational Prayer
God’s Greeting/We Welcome One Another Offering for Local Church Ministries

7 The Heart of Worship Offertory
Call To Confession & Prayer Scripture - Philippians 4: 8,9

7 Step by Step Message - What Are You Looking At?

5 Nearer, Still Nearer
Assurance of Pardon
7 You Are My King (Amazing Love) Blessing
7 King of Heaven




Welcome to First CRC Rocky

If you are visiting we want to offer a warm welcome!
We pray you will encounter God today as you worship and bring Him praise!

Nursery is available for infants & small children. Sunday School for age 3 through Grade 5 during the service.
Join us for coffee in the fellowship hall following the service.

www.firstcrcrocky.ca or FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse on Facebook

CHURCH FAMILY

“And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight,
so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ,
filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ - to the glory and praise of God.” Philippians 1:9-11

T As a ministerial church, each church has been asked to pray for our brothers and sisters in our community, today
we are praying for Nordegg Community Church.

T Pray for Anneke O. whose brother passed away in Holland this past Wednesday.
T Please keep Elmer and Joanne O. and their family in your prayers as he goes through treatments for cancer.

T We pray for those at home Sylvia D., Jack & Marilyn H. and Joe & Lena V. We also pray for our members at the
local care facilities: Joan S., Marvin W. and Tonia T. We pray for all the caregivers who are able to assist those who
require a little extra help and care.

T Please keep all missionaries in God’s care, wherever they may be serving. In some cultures or contexts, mission-
aries may be exposed to the possibility of danger and personal harm. Opposition to the gospel may include hatred
and violence. Pray ...

e That God will keep missionaries safe.

e That God will change the hearts of those who are resistant to His Word.

e For wisdom and discernment in challenging situations.

Check out the Missions bulletin board, in the social hall, for updates on the missionaries that we support.

If you know of anyone that we should be keeping in our prayers for various reasons,
Council asks that you please call Pastor Ken, Pastor Natasha, an elder or a deacon.
Elders are: Brenda B., Sheldon B., Alan H., Karl H., Cody L., John M., Nancy O.,
Richard O., Ernie S., Joel S. and Gary V.

Deacons are: Lorraine A., Ken B., Anneleen D., Jim D., Mark H. and Jacob L.



Deacon’s Corner - Lorraine A., Ken B., Anneleen D., Jim D., Mark H., Jacab L.

Upcoming Offerings

November 16 - Local Church Ministries
Local Church Ministries offerings go to cover all our budget commitments: staff, office expenses, power, heat
insurance, children’s programs, mission support and ministry shares.

November 23 - Resonate Global Mission
We are part of a global church working to spread the gospel among people in every square inch of this world!

As your Christian Reformed mission agency, Resonate Global Mission is here to connect you and your church to
the work of the global church.

From the Deacons & Treasurer

There are several ways to give to the church:

Coupons - Allow you to give to the weekly offerings, without having to use loose change. They come in $2, $5, and
$10 coupons. Coupons can be directly purchased from a Deacon, in the Council room on Sunday mornings.

Cheque - To “First Christian Reformed Church of RMH”. If you wish to have your cheque allocated to a specific
cause approved by the deacons or otherwise announced please indicate that cause on the memo line of your

cheque.

E-transfers - Send to treasurer@rockycrc.ca On the memo please specify the cause you would like money
allocated to.

Pre-Authorized Bank Withdrawals - Contact Marlene O. to sign up or get a form from the office.



Prayer Ministry

Would you like prayer, but are unsure how or who to ask?
In the pews there are Prayer Request envelopes.
On the outside of the envelope - you can select who you would like to pray for you
Inside - there is a card for more details and contact information if needed.
In the foyer is a prayer request box for submitting these prayer requests.

Whatever you are going through - times of beauty or ones of trouble - we would love to pray with you.
Visit www.firstcrcrocky.ca (via the CONTACT link or Prayer Ministries link) to submit a request online.
Church Announcements

Attention all youth (Grades 9-12) - Back by popular demand. We are having a Small Group meeting at Copper
Creek. We will be looking at a biblical study on Mental Health and Faith. When: Mondays, November 17 and 24
from 3:50-4:45 pm.

Hey men - Are you interested in being part of a regular Bible study? (weekly, biweekly, monthly??) Sign up on
the bulletin board. Once we have a group, we will meet to discuss frequency, time and possible study material.

Griefshare is a support group that helps and encourages people after the death of a loved one. This 5-week group
provides valuable guidance and tips that can lead to relief, comfort and peace of mind. Meetings are on Mondays
at 7:00 pm at the church. If you have any questions, please talk to Pastor Natasha.

Don’t want to cook? Come to GEMS Chili fundraiser on Friday, November 21! Drop in anytime between 5 - 7pm
to enjoy a night of fellowship and supporting the GEMS. Dinner is by donation. Thank you for your support!

Do you have the wrong coat? A Wind River all-weather, black, ladies coat was mistakenly taken after the
worship service a few Sundays ago. Another similar one, but a different size, was left behind. Have you by accident
taken the wrong coat home? If so, please contact Lorraine A. at 403-895-2463. Thank you.

The Central Alberta Pregnancy Care Centre (CAPCC) in Rocky Mountain House is hosting our annual dessert
evening on December 4 at 7 pm at the Lou Soppit Community Centre. Thanks to our sponsors we host this event
at no expense to our guests. Therefore, all donations received that night can go directly towards the RMH location
of the Central Alberta Pregnancy Care Centre. You are encouraged to register in advance online at
WWW.pregnancycare.ca/rocky-mountain-house-fundraiser

Rehoboth's Annual Donation Drive is in full swing!! We invite you to become a Friend of Rehoboth and
support our ministry of supporting persons with developmental disabilities to flourish. Donations of any size are
greatly appreciated and help us to grow our reach. The Flourish newsletter and donation submission envelopes are
on the tables in the foyer. Alternatively, a digital online submission is available through https://
www.rcmflourish.ca/donate/donation-form/. Thank you for your prayerful consideration. If you have any
questions, please talk to Marie A.

Memories leading up to our 75th Anniversary
Dick W. Family

Roel W. (Bob) was born August 25, 1927 to Roel W. and Baukje. He was the 4th son in a family
of 5 boys and 2 girls. His dad was a small farmer and cattle dealer and also had a butcher shop in their
town of Garijp, Friesland. The family endured German occupation of soldiers that took over their
house and forced them to live elsewhere. Roel was able to come home and look after stock as the barn
was connected to the house.

Bob, at the age of 17, volunteered to the Dutch marines after the Netherlands were freed
from German occupation. He was supposed to go to the U.S. for further training but after the bombing
of Japan it was cancelled - much to his disappointment. After training he served on a mine sweeper
cleaning ports of mines placed by the German Navy.

Bob was dating Jenny V. when she emigrated with her family to Canada in 1948. It took Bob 2
years to get a sponsor so he could also emigrate in 1950.

His first job was as a cook's helper on the railway. He could not speak English so another
person did the interview for him. Later, that same inspector came to check on him and saw he was not
the same man he hired but let it go with a smile. Bob also worked in bush camps and also was a horse
driver in the coal mines at Nordegg.

Bob married Jenny V. on June 21, 1952, in the Presbyterian Church as there was no minister in
the Christian Reformed Church.

They first bought an acreage east of Rocky then sold it to the V. family and bought a quarter
section with a frame house for $4000.00 from Ernie H. Bob worked different jobs to supplement his
dairy farming. They had 5 children, Rita, Dick, Ron, and the twins Beverly and Jenny.

Bob’s brother Jan came to visit in the winter of 1965; it was bitterly cold. Jan saw how poor
we lived and convinced Bob that life would be better in Holland. He would build a new dairy for Bob to
manage. So we sold the farm and moved back to Holland. Life was different in Holland. Bob found it
better to be independent than working for a wage for someone else. So we moved back to Alberta in
November 1966, it was good to be back to the place we called “Home”.

Bob bought a quarter section of land from Z. family in 1967, where he dairy farmed until he
retired. Jenny died in 1995 at age 68 of pancreatitis and Bob died in 2011 at 83 years of lung cancer.
After Jenny died, Bob married Bep T. and moved to an acreage until his passing.

I, Dick met Rose L. at a rodeo dance in April,1980 and we were married in August of 1981. We
lived in Red Deer until 1986 when we bought our farm near Leslieville and have expanded it over the
past years.

We have 4 children, Krystal, Dallas, Peggy and Travis and 8 grandchildren. We have been
members of Rocky CRC for almost 40 years and the Lord has blessed us greatly.



November 16
10:00am Warship Service
7:00pm Romans Study

Youth @ Jos & Janneke S.

November 23
10:00am Warship Service

Youth @ Mark & Esther L.

7:00pm Romans Study

November 17

7-8:30pm

Griefshare

7:00pm Friendship

November 24

7-8:30pm
Briefshare

7:00pm Friendship

Upcoming Events

November 18
Office: Cheri-Lynn
9:30am Coffeebreak
B:00pm Admin
T:30pm Elders

November 25
Office: Fran
9:30am Coffeebreak
T:30pm Full Council

November 19
8:30am Prayer Meeting

10:00am Revelation Study

November 26

8:30am Prayer Meeting

T:00pm Catechism
GEMS
[adets

November 20
12:00pm Bulletin Deadline

November 27
12:00pm Bulletin Deadline

9:15-3:00pm Cratting

November 21 November 22

4-T.00pm GEMS

Chili Fundraiser

November 28
Youth Mall

Madness

November 23
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All bulletins can be found online www.firstcrcrocky.ca

Check out our Facebook page (@FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse) or website (firstcrcrocky.ca) for links to sermons.

Thank you, for all you do! November 16 November 23 November 30
Pastor Ken Pastor Ken Pastor Ken
Serving Elder Alan H. Karl H. Cody L.
Serving Deacon Mark H. Jacob L. Lorraine A.
Music Team Experience Lifted Hearts Friendship
Children's Message Joel 8. Pastor Ken Caorinne 3.

Sunday School Helpers

Lindsey B., Cadence B., Debhie S.

Russell D., Ryan B.

Reid 0., Caleb 0., Jace H.

Nursery Marisa P., Corinne V., Janelle V., Margo D.. Brenda B.. Alyssa [.,
Rita B., Ruth D. Annette D., Allison B. Marlene 0., Chelsey B.
Coffee Host Rob & Fran D. Pierre & Ria J. Thomas & Alyssa D.
Greeters/Coffee Cleanup Alan & Jacqueline H. Jacob & Jennifer L. Bob & Marie A.
Aaron & Cheryl T. Justin & Mikala D. John & Rina V.

Church Announcements (cont'd)

THANK YOU to the GEMS from the residents of Westview Lodge and The Ravines. You did an amazing job
of singing to us! We were pleasantly entertained.

Intermission Silent Retreat, now in its 20th year, is happening at Star of the North Retreat Centre, St.
Albert, November 21-23, Friday 7pm to Sunday 4pm. The weekend includes 5 meals, 2 nights,

2-3 sessions of spiritual direction, and all the amenities of the retreat centre. Rest, renew, reflect, meet
with God. $550. For more info and to register contact Ron at rev.klok@gmail.com

Christmas at Sea is approaching, and once again your support would be greatly appreciated. Cheques
should be made payable to "Ministry to Seafarers" and sent to 401 E. Waterfront Rd., Vancouver, BC

V6A 4G9. You can also e-transfer funds to finance@ministrytoseafarers.com. Please clearly designate funds
for "Christmas at Sea." Sunday School or regular school classes, small groups and individuals can also send
Christmas cards for seafarers for inclusion in their gifts. See our ministrytoseafarers.com website ("Get
Involved") for more information, or email crcvanportchaplain@gmail.com

Wild at Heart Men’s Retreat - November 20 - 23 at Frontier Lodge, Nordegg AB. For questions and to
register contact Eric Berg basicforab@gmail.com or visit www.wildatheart.org for more information.
Come get your heart back.

Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols - Join organists Dr. Marnie Giesbrecht and Dr. Joachim Segger, with
conductor Andrew Bortz. This cherished Advent celebration features the University of Alberta Mixed Chorus
and the Davis Concert Organ, weaving together Scripture readings, anthems, and carols that prepare our
hearts for Christmas. Organized by the University of Alberta's Interfaith Chaplains. The proceeds for this
event go to the Campus Food Bank. Winspear Centre, December 1 at 7:30 PM. Tickets are available online
or by calling 780.428.1414

Paul’s Missionary Journeys in Greece (April 3 - 13,2026): Travel by motor coach (6 days) and cruise ship
(3 days) to sites connected with Paul’s second and third missionary journeys, as well as visit other major
sites of biblical, archaeological, and cultural interest. Jeff Weima, professor at Calvin Theological Seminary
and leading Pauline scholar, hosts this inspirational tour. For more information contact Dr. Weima at
weimje@calvinseminary

Shop with Purpose. Give the Gift of Hope. Join us for the Global Wonders “Products of Hope” open
house on Thursday, December 5 from 1-5:00 pm in the Rocky First CRC fellowship hall. Discover stunning,
handcrafted creations made by survivors of human trafficking. Each Global Wonders item tells a story of
resilience, restoration, and new beginnings. 100% of proceeds directly support recovery programs for
survivors—making every gift you give a gift that gives twice. www.beaglobalwonder.com Come shop,
connect, and be part of hope in action.



http://www.beaglobalwonder.com/

From the CRC Library

e Check out the new nine book series “The Brady Street Boys” by Katrina Hoover Lee.
In each mystery three teenage brothers are challenged by not only their own physical or health challenges but
by a project to learn the Fruit of the Spirit: Love, Joy, Peace, Long-suffering (Patience), Gentleness, Goodness,
Faithfulness, Kindness, Temperance (Self-Control). Age 9+ years
e  For our youth we have completed the six book series “The Knights of Arrethtrae” Series by Chuck
Black. Age 12+
e Forour 8-12 year old girls we have a 4 book "Lucy Series” as she navigates some difficult circumstances in
her life. A Faith Girlz series!
e Melody Carlson also has a two book series (Post WWII 1948 USA) “Allison O’Brien - On Her Own”. Age 9-
12 years.
e For our 7-9 year olds, we have added a few more books to our “Imagination Station” Series. Bks 12,13,14,
19 & 22
So00.... come browse the books shelves for something you might have not seen before!! Any questions? Just
ask us:)
From the library: Marion R., Shianne V., Bettie V. and Karen D.

Thrive

Thrive Faith Formation Tip - Chaplaincy Sunday - Chaplains bring the presence of Christ into places where
people are hurting, searching, or far from home—like hospitals, prisons, schools, and military bases. This week
pray for chaplains who walk alongside others in difficult moments. Talk with your family or friends about how
you can be a caring presence in your own daily spaces—just as a chaplain reflects God’s love wherever they are.
Brought to you by Thrive: crcna.org/Thrive

World Renew

16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence Launch - You are invited to join World Renew for the
launch of this year's 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence campaign. This global virtual gathering
will take place on Tuesday, November 25, 2025, from 9:00 AM to 10:30 AM EST. World Renew’s 2025 theme,
“Advocates of Dignity and Hope” calls us to remember, reflect, pray, and share stories of dignity and hope.
Together, we will commit to ending gender-based violence for all people to flourish. Please register to attend
this event: worldrenew.ca/events

Reframe Ministries

Kids Corner Devotions: Courage to Face the Giants - Check out this week’s kids’ devotion, “Courage to
Face the Giants” at www.kidscorner.net. Ever felt scared to try something new or face something big? You're
not alone—and just like David faced Goliath, you can be brave because God is with you! Check out all the great
content at kidscorner.net, like the KC video series, “Kids in Action”, telling stories of kids who serve God right
now!

Groundwork: Blessed are....the Poor in Spirit, those Who Mourn, the Meek, and those Who Hunger and
Thirst for Righteousness - The Beatitudes have provided generations of Christians comfort, guidance, and
strength for their faith. Join Groundwork as we study the first four of Jesus’ Beatitudes in Matthew 5:3-6 to gain
a deeper understanding of each condition and discover how they exemplify ideal discipleship.
GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork's weekly emails for future episodes.
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"To preach the Gospel for us
is to die; to be safe is to
stop preaching the Gospel."
~ Mac Philips, a Nigerian Christian

MALAYSIA: Authorities Found Complicit in Pastor's Disappearance
Sources: Christian Solidarity Worldwide, Open Doors Canada, Release International,
Christianity Today, CNN

On February 13th, 2017, Pastor Raymond Koh was abducted from his car by 15 masked men in
the Malaysian city of Petaling Jaya. The incident, which was captured on security cameras and took only
40 seconds to unfold, appears to have been executed by professionally trained individuals. From the
beginning, there were strong indications of official government involvement in the kidnapping. More than
nine years have passed since the abduction with no news of the pastor's whereabouts.

Demanding answers, Pastor Raymond's wife Susanna filed a lawsuit against the Malaysian
government, alleging negligence. On November 5th, the country's High Court found sufficient evidence to
suggest that the government and its police played a role in the pastor's disappearance, ordering
authorities to reopen the investigation. The court also directed the government to pay Susanna
10,000 RM ($3,370 CAD) per day, starting from the date of Pastor Raymond's disappearance until he is
found. Additionally, a further 250,000 RM (about $84,000 CAD) was awarded in compensation for the
repeated delays the family has experienced, bringing the total amount to more than $10 million and
growing. The government's legal representatives for this case have announced their intention to appeal
the ruling.

Following the High Court's decision, Susanna stated, "Though this will not bring Koh back, it is
somewhat a vindication and closure for our family." Pastor Raymond's loved ones and supporters
continue to press for answers, determined to uncover what happened that fateful day in 2017 and where
the beloved church leader is now.

e Praise God for this significant court ruling. May the decision greatly encourage Susanna and all
who have been tirelessly advocating for justice on behalf of Pastor Raymond.

e  Pray that the ruling will put pressure on the Malaysian government to fully cooperate and thereby
release all information pertaining to the church leader's mysterious disappearance.

e As Susanna and her family continue to live with uncertainty, ask the Lord to surround them with His
sustaining grace, comfort and peace.



