FIRST CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

Family Memories for the 7ath Anniversary RR3 Site 4 Box 6, Rocky Mountain House, TAT 2A3  403.845.6067

Famil
y Our MISSION is to worship God faithfully, nurture one another to grow in Christ,
é joyfully tell others about Jesus, develop our gifts to serve and pursue
4 stewardship, justice and peace in every area of life.

Pastor Ken Douma — kgdouma@gmail.com 780.728.8148
Pastor Natasha Specht - pastornatasha@rockycrc.ca (Monday -Thursday)
Church Office: Tuesday — Friday 9:00am to 12:00pm office@rockycrc.ca

Sundouy, Wecembey 7

Revelation 4
Before the Throne

www.firstcrcrocky.ca
@FirstCRC.Rocky Mtn House on Facebook 4 ~

Morning Worship Service

Welcome Children’s Message - Joel S.
FAHark! The Herald/O Come No Sunday School
Call to Worship Announcements & Congregational Prayer

Offering for Local Church Ministries
God’s Greeting/We Welcome One Another Offertory

7 Joy to the World
Scripture - Revelation 4
Call to Confession & Prayer Message - Before the Throne
72 0One Small Child 7 Holy, Holy, Holy!
Assurance of Pardon Blessing

22 0Only a Holy God 72 Jesus, Messiah




Welcome to First CRC Rocky Family Memories for the 7ath Anniversary

If you are visiting we want to offer a warm welcome! FHITI“V
We pray you will encounter God today as you worship and bring Him praise!

Nursery is available for infants & small children. Sunday School for age 3 through Grade 5 during the service.
Join us for coffee in the fellowship hall following the service.

www.firstcrcrocky.ca or FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse on Facebook

CHURCH FAMILY

“And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight,

so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ,

filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ - to the glory and praise of God.”
Philippians 1:9-11

T As a ministerial church, each church has been asked to pray for our brothers and sisters in our community,
today we are praying for Living Branches Community Church.

T Please keep Pierre and Ria J. in your prayers as Ria has been facing significant health issues. Pray that she will
experience healing and that her strength and energy will return to normal.

T Doug B. broke his leg this past week. He has had surgery and is on the way to recovery. Pray for healing.

T We pray for those at home Sylvia D. and Joe & Lena V. We also pray for our members at the local care facilities:
Joan S., Marvin W. and Tonia T. We pray for all the caregivers who are able to assist those who require a little extra
help and care.

T Please keep all missionaries in God’s care, wherever they may be serving. Missionaries deal with many of the
same stresses you face in life, like overwhelming workloads, conflicts in relationships and financial uncertainties.
Often, however, missionaries struggle with these issues alone, without the fellowship and support of other
Christians. Living and working cross-culturally adds an additional element that can challenge their emotional,
spiritual and physical vitality. Pray ...
e That God will provide opportunities for missionaries in isolated areas to spend time with other believers.
e That God will provide times of peace and relaxation to refresh His workers.
e For restoration — physical, mental, emotional and spiritual — that can only be found in Jesus.
[ ]

Check out the Missions bulletin board, in the social hall, for updates on the missionaries that we support.

If you know of anyone that we should be keeping in our prayers for various reasons,
Council asks that you please call Pastor Ken, Pastor Natasha, an elder or a deacon.
Elders are: Brenda B., Sheldon B., Alan H., Karl H., Cody L., John M., Nancy O.,
Richard O., Ernie S., Joel S. and Gary V.

Deacons are: Lorraine A., Ken B., Anneleen D., Jim D., Mark H. and Jacob L.



Upcoming Events

December 28 December 23 December 30 December 3 January 1, 2026 January 2 January 3
10:00am Warship Service |:00pm - Elmer 0. | Dffice: Cheri-Lynn No Prayer Meeting 10:00am New Year's Day
Funeral Waorship Service
15 pm Service @ Clearwater 12:00pm Bulletin
Centre No Friendship Mtg. | Deadline Serving Elder: Gary V.
2:30pm Service @ Westview Serving Deacon: Lorraine A.
Lodge
No Youth
January 4 January 5 January B January 7 January 8 January 8 January 10
10:00am Warship Service :30pm Grief Share | Dffice Fran/Cheri-Lynn 9:15-3:00 Crafting
7.00pm Friendship | 3:30am Coffee Break
7:30pm Deacans

Deacon's Corner - Lorraine A., Ken B., Anneleen D., Jim D., Mark H., Jacob L.
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All bulletins can be found online www.firstcrcrocky.ca

Check out our Facebook page (@FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse) or website (firstcrcrocky.ca) for links to sermons.

Upcoming Offerings

December 28 - Local Church Ministries
Local Church Ministries offerings go to cover all our budget commitments: staff, office expenses, power, heat,
insurance, children’s programs, mission support and ministry shares.

January 1, 2026 - The Lord’s Foodbank
The Lord’s Food Bank is a Christian ministry for those who are facing hunger, providing relief through our food
pantry, Little Reds and hot meals. We provide spiritual care through messages given by local pastors, and prayer
for clients’ personal needs. God has a heart of compassion for those who are in need and provides for them
through ministries like this one; we want to show that love to all who come in.
Program Centre (4923 52 St) - Hot Meals served every Tuesday & Thursday 11:30am - 1:30pm
Food Choice Pantry (4911 52 St) - FREE Grocery style service.
Call today to book an appointment (403.845.7546) Appointments available Monday thru Friday

January 4, 2026 - Local Church Ministries
Local Church Ministries offerings go to cover all our budget commitments: staff, office expenses, power, heat,
insurance, children’s programs, mission support and ministry shares.

Thank you, for all you do! December 28 January 4, 2026 January 1l
Pastor Natasha Pastor Ken
Serving Elder Joel 8. Brenda B. Sheldon B.
Serving Deacon Jacob L. Ken B. Anneleen D.
Music Team Mosaic The Experience Lifted Hearts
Children's Message Joel 8. Elray L. Corinne 3.
Sunday School Helpers No Sunday Schoal Jamie D., Alison §., Debbie 8. | Lindsey B., Caleb 0., Ryan B.
Nursery Sjoukje V., Travis A. Cody & Teagan L., Mark & Jessica H.,
Karl & Krystal Hoehne Alan H., Sophia K. Marisa P., Jace H.
Coffee Host Glenn & Kari Meyers Henry & Lorraine A. Bryan & Cheryl D.
Greeters/Coffee Cleanup Elroy & Arlene L. Jeffrey D. & Dustin D. Andrew & Delanea D.
Robert & Brenda B. Anthony & Lydia B. Kyle & Trina A.

From the Deacons & Treasurer

There are several ways to give to the church:

Coupons - Allow you to give to the weekly offerings, without having to use loose change. They come in $2, S5,
and $10 coupons. Coupons can be directly purchased from a Deacon, in the Council room on Sunday mornings.

Cheque - To “First Christian Reformed Church of RMH”. If you wish to have your cheque allocated to a specific
cause approved by the deacons or otherwise announced please indicate that cause on the memo line of your

cheque.

E-transfers - Send to treasurer@rockycrc.ca On the memo please specify the cause you would like money
allocated to.

Pre-Authorized Bank Withdrawals - Contact Marlene O. to sign up or get a form from the office.




Prayer Ministry

Would you like prayer, but are unsure how or who to ask?
In the pews there are Prayer Request envelopes.
On the outside of the envelope - you can select who you would like to pray for you
Inside - there is a card for more details and contact information if needed.
In the foyer is a prayer request box for submitting these prayer requests.

Whatever you are going through - times of beauty or ones of trouble - we would love to pray with you.
Visit www.firstcrcrocky.ca (via the CONTACT link or Prayer Ministries link) to submit a request online.

Finance Committee

Church Finances Update - With year end fast approaching, we face a budget shortfall. Please consider how you
may be able to support our local church.

From Administrative Council

After Pastor Batterink’s time with us, our church developed a Sabbatical Policy in order to schedule time for future
pastors to reflect and refresh. After 6.5 years here, Pastor Ken is eligible for this and his sabbatical is planned for
June-October of 2026. The rationale for a sabbatical is this: A pastor fills a unique role in the body of Christ. In
addition to preparing to bring the Word in Sunday worship. Their task is to...

e give biblical counsel and encouragement to those going through difficult times

e give words of comfort to the sorrowing

e aswell as to rejoice with those who are celebrating.
In a church of our size, all of these are ongoing with various parts of the congregation simultaneously. The nature
of these tasks can be emotionally heavy and draining. A sabbatical allows for true rest, refreshment and learning.
More details of the Sabbatical Plan will be shared at the February congregational meeting.

Joel S., Clerk

Upcoming Services

TODAY - Services at Clearwater Centre (1:15pm) and Westview Lodge (2:30pm)
Pastor Natasha is hosting a light lunch at her house for those helping with the Clearwater and Lodge services.
If you are available to join her at these two services to help with singing and would like to join her for lunch,
you are welcome to come over to the parsonage after Church.

Thursday, January 1, 2026 - New Year’s Day worship service (10am)

PERSECUTION
& PRAYER

Martyrs LERT
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"For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon His shoulder, and His
name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace." Isaiah
9:6 ESV

Christmas Greetings From Voice of the Martyrs Canada

Christmas is a season of worship and celebration. It's a time to join with others in expressions of love
and gratitude while rejoicing over God's greatest gift: the birth of His Promised Son, Jesus Christ. As we
reflect on the wondrous birth of our loving Saviour, may we also turn our hearts and minds to the many
believers who are unable worship Him so openly; those who must celebrate the coming of Christ in
secret. In some areas of the world, Christmas may even be a time of increased persecution.

Thank you for prayerfully remembering our persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ during this
Christmas season. We, here at Voice of the Martyrs Canada, extend to you our sincere appreciation for
partnering with us in prayer, friendship and giving throughout this past year. In closing, all of us at Voice
of the Martyrs Canada want to wish you and your loved ones a wonderfully blessed Christmas. May it be
filled with peace, joy and steadfast faith in “Emmanuel” — "God with Us"!

"A Christmas Prayer" For the Persecuted Church
Dear Heavenly Father,

As we gather together with family and friends during this Christmas season to celebrate the
birth of your Promised Son, Jesus, we also look ahead to the new year in prayerful remembrance of our
brothers and sisters in Christ around the world who are encountering persecution for their faith. We
pray that You will strengthen each one of these precious followers of Jesus, giving them the courage to
stand firm in their beliefs. Bring hope where things seem hopeless, and transformative change where
there is oppression.

For Christians who have been physically and/or emotionally harmed because of their faith in
You, we ask for the manifestation of Your healing to take place within each of their lives. Please bring
needed restoration to those who have experienced devastation and tragic loss, working out Your
greater and higher plans throughout the restorative process. Encourage, equip and empower all who
courageously share the Good News of Christ in the midst of persecution.

As a result of the far-reaching ministry of the Holy Spirit, may Your perfect love edify each one
of Your dedicated sons and daughters, reminding them of Your promises to meet their spiritual and
practical needs. This includes the need for Your divine protection and peace in the midst of spiritual
opposition and danger; and for their homes, churches and communities to be safe and secure havens of
refuge and rest from threats of intended harm.

We also intercede for the eternal salvation of those who oppose Your faithful followers, asking
that these perpetrators of persecution would have their hearts and minds dramatically transformed by
Your unmatched compassion. May the revelation of such sacrificial love, as demonstrated by Your Son
on the cross, pave the way for multitudes of spiritually impoverished souls to eagerly receive Your
forgiveness and the promise of new life in Christ.

We pray these things in the mighty name of Jesus, amen.



ReFrame Ministries

Kids Corner Devotions: New Year. New You. - Check out this week’s kids’ devotion, “New Year. New
You.” at www.kidscorner.net. Start the new year with more than just fresh goals—let God’s Spirit make you
new from the inside out! His gifts of love, joy, peace, kindness, and more will help you shine like Jesus
wherever you go. Check out all the great content at kidscorner.net, like KC’'s The Bible in One Year Plan.

Groundwork: Reflecting the Light of the World - On Epiphany, we recall the moment when the star
appeared and guided the Magi to Jesus. This event signifies the extension of God’s family to include Gentiles.
Study Titus 2:11-15, Isaiah 60:1-5, Matthew 5:13-16, and 2 Corinthians 4:1-9 with Groundwork to discover
what to expect when we encounter the transformational light of Christ and how that light affects our
discipleship as members of his family. Listen now at GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork's
weekly emails for future episodes.

Thrive

Thrive Faith Formation Tip - As one year ends and another begins, pause for a time of taking spiritual
inventory with your family, friends, or on your own. Ask questions like these: Where did we see God this
year? Where did we resist growth? Where do we feel God is calling us next? Consider writing a prayer of
release and a prayer of commitment to guide your transition into the new year. Brought to you by Thrive:
crcna.org/Thrive

World Renew

Thank You for Giving! - Thank you for sharing God’s love with people experiencing need in the World
Renew offering this season. Your gift is providing help and hope for families who are facing poverty, disaster,
and crisis today. Do you want to give to show love to our global neighbours as we enter the New Year? You
can go to worldrenew.ca/gifts Thank you for renewing hope with us!

Journey With Us in 2026 - Planning your 2026 travel? Looking for a trip with a purpose? Journey with us to
see the transformative work of World Renew, while experiencing God in another country and growing in your
faith. Consider Guatemala, Tanzania, Cambodia, or Nicaragua! To learn more, please visit: https://
worldrenew.ca/travel

Church Announcements

New Bible Study for the New Year. If you are looking for a short 6-week Bible study, Colossians is for
you. We will start Colossians on Sunday, January 18th at 7:00 pm here at First CRC in the Council Room.
For more information, please talk to John M. or Pastor Natasha.

Family Stories - If you are still compiling your family story for the bulletin, it would be greatly appreciated
if you could get those to Marilyn H. as soon as possible. The stories will continue until the end of January
2026. Thank you to all who have submitted their stories already!

Men's Bible Study - In January, all men are invited to be part of a Bible Study on prayer. We will be
watching a video by Pete Greig and going through his book, How to Pray: A Simple Guide for Normal People.
If you would like a copy of the book, please contact Pastor Ken. We plan to meet every 2nd Wednesday
evening at the church. More details to follow.

GriefShare is a Christ-centered support group that helps and encourages people after the death of a loved
one. This 13-week group provides valuable guidance and tips that can lead to relief, comfort, and peace of
mind. We are beginning a new session on Monday, January 5, at 1:30 pm. If you have any questions,
please contact Natasha @ pastornatasha@rockycrc.ca or visit griefshare.org to register online.

Today’s Sermon Notes - Revelation 4 - Before the Throne

1. Worship God because He is King over all.
How does God’s sovereignty over creation give us comfort in uncertain times?

2. Worship God because He is holy.
God’s holiness drives us to praise even if it instills awe and fear. How do these go together in
Christian worship?

3. Worship God because He created everything.
This passage invites us to worship the One who is on the throne. How do you express your worship

to the King of Kings?

From the description in Revelation 4:6-8 try to draw the angel.



