Family Memories for the 75th Anniversary FIRS T CHRISTIAN REFOI XMED CHURCH
JH. (Jack) and Marilyn H, Family RR3 Site 4 Box 6, Rocky Mountain House, T4T 2A3  403.845.6067

Our MISSION is to worship God faithfully, nurture one another to grow in Christ,
joyfully tell others about Jesus, develop our gifts to serve and pursue

Jack retired from teaching but continued to enjoy woodworking in the shop he built and being in the {
4 stewardship, justice and peace in every area of life.

West Country. Marilyn retired in 2000 after working as the Adult Literacy Coordinator for fifteen years.
She continued to tutor, sit on the regional and provincial literacy council, and was involved with family
histories. They have both been active with the First Christian Reformed Church and Pioneer Ranch
Camps, volunteering with many other organizations through the years. Pastor Ken Douma — kgdouma@gmail.com 780.728.8148

Pastor Natasha Specht - pastornatasha@rockycrc.ca (Monday -Thursday)

We look back over our years in Rocky and remember shopping in Joe Cony's store, Allied Hardware,
the Bay on main street, Stronach's Drugstore, eating at the Ritz, and borrowing from the library when it Church Office: Tuesday — Friday 9:00am to 12:00pm office@rockycrc.ca
was downstairs on main street. We saw the elevator at the bottom of main street burn to the ground. |
was on the board when the Co-op moved over to Highway 11 south and on it again when the new
renovations were being planned. Jack, along with John Brouwer canvassed to see if people wanted to
bring natural gas to the Crimson Lake area and was in the Fish and Game Assoc. for many years.
Marilyn was able to get Rural Route #2 extended across the river so our subdivision could have daily
mail delivery. She also petitioned the county to improve the old Crimson Lake Road. We have seen the
population of the town grow from 2300 in 1965 to over 7,000 in 2025.

We both agree that Rocky Mountain House has been a wonderful place to raise our family and retire.
We intend to stay in the area and finish out our years for as long as the Lord gives us.

wWwWw.
@FirstCRC.Rocky Mtn House on

Morning Worship Service

Welcome Children’s Message - Corinne S.
7 For the Beauty of the Earth (Sunday School for Age 3 - Grade 5)
Call to Worship Announcements & Congregational Prayer
God’s Greeting/We Welcome One Another Offering for ReFrame Ministries
7 Let All Things Now Living Offertory
Call to Confession & Prayer Scripture - Romans 1:18 - 2:16; HC Q &A #2
J2 How Blest Are They Whose Trespass Message - The Good News Starts With Bad News

72 Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)
Assurance of Pardon/God’s Will for Our Lives
J Change my Heart, O God Blessing
7 Go, My Children with My Blessing




Welcome to First CRC Rocky

If you are visiting we want to offer a warm welcome!
We pray you will encounter God today as you worship and bring Him praise!

Nursery is available for infants & small children. Sunday School for age 3 through Grade 5 during the service.
Join us for coffee in the fellowship hall following the service.

www.firstcrcrocky.ca or FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse on Facebook

CHURCH FAMILY

“And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight,

so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ,

filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ - to the glory and praise of God.”
Philippians 1:9-11

T As a ministerial church, each church has been asked to pray for our brothers and sisters in our community,
today we are praying for Mountain Bible Chapel.

T Congratulations Gerry H. and Darlene I. who both celebrate their birthdays on January 14!

T Doug B. continues to recuperate at home. Pray for patience and healing in the days to come.

T We pray for those at home Sylvia D. and Joe & Lena V. We also pray for our members at the local care facilities:

Joan S. and Tonia T. We pray for all the caregivers who are able to assist those who require a little extra help and
care.

T Please keep all missionaries in God’s care, wherever they may be serving. Missionaries deal with many of the
same stresses you face in life, like overwhelming workloads, conflicts in relationships and financial uncertainties.
Often, however, missionaries struggle with these issues alone, without the fellowship and support of other
Christians. Living and working cross-culturally adds an additional element that can challenge their emotional,
spiritual and physical vitality. Pray ...
e That God will provide opportunities for missionaries in isolated areas to spend time with other believers.
e That God will provide times of peace and relaxation to refresh His workers.
e  For restoration — physical, mental, emotional and spiritual — that can only be found in Jesus.

Check out the Missions bulletin board, in the social hall, for updates on the missionaries that we support.

If you know of anyone that we should be keeping in our prayers for various reasons,
Council asks that you please call Pastor Ken, Pastor Natasha, an elder or a deacon.

Elders are: Brenda B., Sheldon B., Alan H., Karl H., Cody L., John M., Nancy O., Richard O., Ernie S., Joel S. and Gary V.

Deacons are: Lorraine A., Ken B., Anneleen D., Jim D., Mark H. and Jacob L.

Family Memories for the 75th Anniversary
J.H. (Jack) and Marilyn H. Family

The Dovercourt road was not paved in those years and Marilyn recalls how in the summer of 1971 they
came back from Edmonton (where Jack was pursuing a Master's degree), for a wedding. "We were able
to drive as far as the Russell Cole place and then got bogged down in the heavy clay. The Coles lent us
rubber boots and a flashlight to slog the rest of the way. We must have made quite a sight with Jack
carrying little Brian on one arm, a suitcase in the other hand; and me, seven months pregnant with
Carla, carrying another suitcase and trying to keep my footing in borrowed boots."

The following summer, we bought a Cedar Log house from Charlie B. and built in the Brouwer
subdivision northwest of town. We had met all the B. clan when we taught at the David Thompson
School. We have remained in our home on the hill ever since.

Travel to and from Rocky Mountain House was via the old gravel Crimson Lake Road that paralleled the
North Saskatchewan River. We watched the new highway #11 being built just a few acres south of our
property. The cement from Pidherny’s for our house had to be trucked west past Luoma’s post plant,
up the highway toward Crimson Lake, then south down the old road to our acreage, all because of road
building. This added more to the trucking costs but it couldn't be helped. It was a terribly rainy summer
and we were living in our tent trailer, feeding the people who came to help put up our house a hot
meal at noon and hauling our water. We had a garden down at John Brouwers farm and | did all the
canning of produce while in the tent trailer. With two little ones it makes us wonder how we managed.
Our son David completed the family in 1973.

As a result of our friendship with John and Jean B. and their family, we transferred from the
Presbyterian Church to the First CRC in 1974. We wanted to attend a church which had other children
for ours to get to know and grow up with. We have been very involved over the years and have grown
to love the people.

The children rode the school bus and took all of their schooling in town, with Brian and Carla both
enrolling in Lochearn School until the town grew and they were transferred to Rocky Elementary. The
town experienced more growing pains and Carla's grade four class attended at the Will Sinclair High
School. | was the high school librarian at that time. (for three years, replacing Mrs. Doreen Fisher who
was on sick leave). | was finished that assignment just as Brian entered the high school.

After graduation, Brian earned a Bachelor of Commerce at the U. of A., worked for a few years, then
earned a Master of Business Administration from McGill University in Montreal. He and his two
adopted sons from Colombia currently reside in Edmonton. Carla earned a Bachelor of Education
degree at Trinity Western University in Langley, B.C. and the University of Alberta. She married Randy
K. who she met when they were both on Outdoor Ed. Staff at Pioneer Ranch Camps. Carla and Randy
raised their family of four in Hinton. David worked for a year after high school then apprenticed with
Pidherney Trucking as a heavy-duty mechanic. He purchased the former Roy Wirtanen place and
continues at Pidherney's.
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Jack and Marilyn H. Family

Jack had already taught a year in Olds when Marilyn was hired out of Saskatchewan to teach a class of
37 grade seven students who had some struggles with school. Jack and Marilyn met the first day of
school when the grade seven boys and girls had to go to the gym to get sorted out for Industrial Arts
and Home Economic classes. There were quite a few single teachers so they all hung around together
and visited another single teacher who was in Sundre. Gradually, Jack and Marilyn decided to date and
decided they had found their match for life. They both decided to move to a new location to begin
married life. They married in Prince Albert August 28, 1965, three days before their new school
positions began at the David Thompson Consolidated School on Highway 11, west of Red Deer and 20
minutes east of the town of Rocky Mountain House.

They rented a two-bedroom teacherage (duplex) on the schoolyard for $50.00, and rented furniture
for the duplex for $5.00 a month. Their first visitor after they were settled was Ted Von Hollen who
came to welcome us. We really appreciated that! Later that year we shared a box of turnips sold at
Cole’s Auction Mart as neither of us needed the whole box. | had a grade seven homeroom and taught
junior high physical education, health, guidance, and English through to grade eleven. Jack and | both
coached D.T.H.S. junior volleyball and basketball so we travelled with the teams. We both skied in
winter and travelled with the ski club. | taught for three years and then had our first son Brian in 1969.
Jack was the only Industrial Arts (shop) teacher in the School Division at that time so Caroline and
Rocky had to bus their students out to the David Thompson High School.

| got to know the community and joined the Condor W.I. We canvassed for the Cancer Society and ran
a ‘Next to New shop” in the old Presbyterian Church Hall in RMH. Jack played community hockey and
baseball so | got to know the wives. Rocky Mountain House opened a new Industrial Arts lab in the fall
of 1970 and Jack was offered the position. We felt we needed to be closer to the town.

We learned of a place to rent from John’s Rocky Agency realtor Max V., and moved to the former
Presbyterian Church manse about a mile and a half down the Dovercourt Road. Our landlord was Luke
B. Around that time Luke’s brother John was trying to get some land subdivided for acreages
northwest of Rocky so we gave Max a downpayment for an acreage whenever it got approval. In the
spring we got word there was a forest fire in the area of the proposed subdivision and we were to
come and help if we could. Jack was at work so | packed Brian in the car, loaded up pails of water and
shovel and went to see what could be done. Jack came out after work. The fire grew and an aircraft
was called in to help. Fortunately, our future acreage was not touched.”

Deacon's Corner - Lorraine A., Ken B., Anneleen D., Jim D., Mark H., Jacob L.

Upcoming Offerings

January 11 - ReFrame Ministries
At the start of a new year, people at home and around the world are looking to grow in faith or to recommit in
their relationship with Christ. Your global partners at the CRC's media ministry, ReFrame Ministries, send out
thousands of biblical messages, videos, and podcasts in 10 different languages. Your offerings and ministry
shares help seekers find the biblical resources needed to start a new journey! ReFrame Ministries could not
share the gospel without the prayers and financial gifts of churches and people just like you. Thank you.

January 18 - Thrive
Today we celebrate Sanctity of Human Life Sunday. Thrive, the CRCNA’s congregational service agency, is
helping churches across North America commemorate the sanctity of human life in ways that are sensitive and
mindful of the impact abortion has on society, our churches, and members of our congregations. They invite us
to visit their resource page (crcna.org/life) to start exploring a holistic ethic of life as it relates not only to the
unborn, but also to the disabled, and end of life issues too

E-Transfers Gratefully Received December 20-31
Local Church Ministries $16,791 Pregnancy Care Centre $300
World Renew $100

From the Deacons & Treasurer

There are several ways to give to the church:

Coupons - Allow you to give to the weekly offerings, without having to use loose change. They come in $2, $5,
and $10 coupons. Coupons can be directly purchased from a Deacon, in the Council room, on Sunday’s
following the service.

Cheque - To “First Christian Reformed Church of RMH”. If you wish to have your cheque allocated to a specific
cause approved by the deacons or otherwise announced please indicate that cause on the memo line of your

cheque.

E-transfers - Send to treasurer@rockycrc.ca On the memo please specify the cause you would like money
allocated to.

Pre-Authorized Bank Withdrawals - Contact Marlene O. to sign up or get a form from the office.



Prayer Ministry

Would you like prayer, but are unsure how or who to ask?
In the pews there are Prayer Request envelopes.
On the outside of the envelope - you can select who you would like to pray for you
Inside - there is a card for more details and contact information if needed.
In the foyer is a prayer request box for submitting these prayer requests.

Whatever you are going through - times of beauty or ones of trouble - we would love to pray with you.
Visit www.firstcrcrocky.ca (via the CONTACT link or Prayer Ministries link) to submit a request online.

Upcoming Services

Sunday, January 25
Lord’s Supper
Services at Clearwater Centre (1:15pm) and Westview Lodge (2:30pm)

Tuesday, February 24 - 7:30pm
Congregational Meeting

Church Announcements

Thanks be to God that my X-ray this week shows that the tibia and fibula have healed so | can gradually get back
to a walker. Jack and | have truly appreciated your prayers, and all the kindnesses you have shown us.
Jack & Marilyn H.

Thank you for all your prayers and encouragement over the past few weeks. Things are beginning to improve.
Pierre & Ria J.

New Bible Study for the New Year. If you are looking for a short 6-week Bible study, Colossians is for you!
We will start Colossians on Sunday, January 18th at 7:00 pm here at First CRC in the Council Room. For more
information, please talk to John M. or Pastor Natasha.

CRC Funeral Fund Annual General Meeting will be held Wednesday, January 21 at 7:30pm at First CRC. Kindly
attend to be an active part of decision making. Check your mailbox for further information.

Men's Book/Bible study - on Wednesday, January 21, all men are welcome to come and be part of a study
called, "How to Pray - A Simple Guide for Normal People." If you would like a book please send Pastor Ken a
message. Each session will begin with a video by the author, Peter Grieg with a discussion to follow. We will meet
every two weeks, from 7:30-9:00pm beginning on Jan 21. Come and gather with other men who want to grow in
their faith and learn more about how to draw near to God.

Family Memories for the 75th Anniversary
J.H. (Jack) and Marilyn H. Family

Jack’s family tree has been traced back to the mid 1700’s and has been fascinating to read about. His
and my families both emigrated to Canada in the early nineteen hundreds from the United Kingdom;
specifically, Nottingham and Leicester, England. Jack’s dad’s family of twelve children emigrated in
several groups. Jack’s grandfather (John) left England with his oldest son, Edgar, age 27 in March 1906
followed by the next oldest boys John, age 20; Thomas, age 16 who emigrated on August 31 with their
sister Phoebe, age 26. The next group of the family was not able to come to Canada until two years
later. We have correspondence between England and Canada with those left behind in England urging
those who were already in Canada to work hard and send money so the remainder of the family could
emigrate. On April 23, twenty-five-year-old Ada came to Montreal, Canada and brought her fifteen —
year - old brother, Riley. We don’t know if she had her and Riley’s tickets paid for by a relative with the
agreement that she would bring three young children with her. The mother of three children that Ada
brought was expecting triplets and needed help with her five, four and two -year-old children. Finally,
in 1908, enough money had been saved up so the rest of the family were able to immigrate to Canada.
Jack’s future dad, Harold, age twelve, was in that group.

Jack was an only child, born in 1939 to Harold Skevington Hunt and Martha Marion (Watt). Both
parents had grown up in the Lacombe area - Harold on a farm, and Marion, in town. Marilyn, born in
1944 during WW2, was the second daughter in a family with three siblings. Her folks were John
Malcolm Daisley and Mary Jessie (McGowan) who both lived in the Prince Albert, Saskatchewan area -
Malcolm in the city and Mary on a farm at Dauvis.

Jack and Marilyn, in separate provinces, became school teachers and Marilyn, in her desire to go to
Alberta, (the province where she had heard great things about Pioneer Ranch Camp) applied for a
position in Olds, Alberta. Meantime, Jack, who had already taught his first year in Edmonton and
decided that the city was not for him, got a position as a second Industrial Arts teacher in the small
town of Olds where a buddy from University (Bob Willis) taught IA.

Jack had already taught a year in Olds when Marilyn was hired out of Saskatchewan to teach a class of
37 grade seven students who had some struggles with school. Jack and Marilyn met the first day of
school when the grade seven boys and girls had to go to the gym to get sorted out for Industrial Arts
and Home Economic classes. There were quite a few single teachers so they all hung around together
and visited another single teacher who was in Sundre. Gradually, Jack and Marilyn decided to date and
decided they had found their match for life. They both decided to move to a new location to begin
married life. They married in Prince Albert August 28, 1965, three days before their new school
positions began at the David Thompson Consolidated School on Highway 11, west of Red Deer and 20
minutes east of the town of Rocky Mountain House.



January 1l

10:00am Warship Service

January 18

10:00am Warship Service

7:00pm Colossians Study

January 12

T:00pm Friendship

January 19
T:00pm Friendship

Upcoming Events

January 13

Dffice: Cheri-Lynn
9:30am Coffee Break

January 20
Office: Fran
9:30am Coffee Break
B:00pm Admin. Meeting

7:30pm Elders Meeting

January 14

8:30am Prayer Meeting
10:00am Revelation Study
7:00pm GEMS

[adets
[atechism

January 21
8:30am Prayer Meeting

T:30pm CRC Funeral Fund
AGM

7:30-9:00pm Men's Bible
Study

January 15

12:00pm Bulletin deadline

January 22
12:00pm Bulletin deadline

9:13-3pm Crafting

January 16

January 23

January 17

January 24
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All bulletins can be found online www.firstcrcrocky.ca

Check out our Facebook page (@FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse) or website (firstcrcrocky.ca) for links to sermons.

Thank you, for all you do! January 1 January 18 January 25
Pastor Ken Pastor Natasha Pastor Ken
Serving Elder Sheldon B. Alan H. Kar| H.
Serving Deacon Anneleen D. Jim D. Mark H.
Music Team Lifted Hearts Mosaic Six Track
Children's Message Carinne S. Joel 8. Pastor Ken

Sunday School Helpers

Lindsey B., Caleb 0., Ryan B.

Alia M., Landon P., Charley T.

Reid 0., Cadence B., Deb S.

Nursery Mark & Jessica H., Amber B. Marion R., Rita B., Corinne V.,
Marisa P.. Jace H. Janelle V., Miyah B. Teslynn A.. Jonah 0.
Coffee Host Bryan & Cheryl D. Lachary & Cailyn B. Gary & Shirley V.
Greeters/Coffee Cleanup Andrew & Delanea . Ryan & Alissa L. Nic & Shianne V.
Kyle & Trina A. Doug & Penny B. Ken & Sara D.

Church Announcements

An Opportunity to Serve - The CRCNA is looking for nominees willing to serve as At-Large members of
the Council of Delegates and the Canada Ministry Board. The Council of Delegates acts as the interim
governing body of the CRCNA, providing governance and oversight of the denomination’s ministries and
activities between our annual Synods. The Canada Ministry Board provides governance and oversight of the
work of the Canadian Ministries. If you have skills and expertise in board governance and a heart for the
CRCNA, or know of someone who does, we invite you to complete this nomination form
(https://bit.ly/COD-nominations).

Paul’s Missionary Journeys in Greece (April 3 - 13): Travel by motor coach (6 days) and cruise ship

(3 days) to sites connected with Paul’s second and third missionary journeys, as well as visit other major
sites of biblical, archaeological, and cultural interest. Jeff Weima, professor at Calvin Theological Seminary
and leading Pauline scholar, hosts this inspirational tour. For more information, contact Dr. Weima at
616.328.3110 or weimje@calvinseminary.edu.

Sanctity of Life Sunday (January 18) - Thank you, from Red Deer Pro Life, to all who give, pray and speak
up for the sanctity of life. Pray that hearts will be turned and pray that our government will also
preserve the sanctity of Life in their laws.

ReFrame Ministries

Kids Corner Devotions: Joy is Better Than Happiness - Check out this week’s kids’ devotion, “Joy is
Better than Happiness” at www.kidscorner.net. Discover how choosing joy can make every day brighter,
even when things don’t go your way! Learn how God helps us find real joy that lasts longer than just being
happy. Check out all the great content at kidscorner.net, like KC’s The Bible in One Year Plan.

Groundwork: Grace is the Root, Our Works are the Fruit - If we are saved by grace, what is the
purpose of our works? Join Groundwork as we study Ephesians 2:1-10, Titus 2:11-14,

Philippians 2:12-13, and Romans 6:1-4 to learn how the apostle Paul clarified the relationship between
grace and works and gain a deeper understanding of how God’s grace and our works cooperate in our
faithful journey of growing in Christlikeness. Listen now at GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to
Groundwork's weekly emails for future episodes.

Thrive

Thrive Faith Formation Tip - Galatians 3:28 reminds us of the profound unity we share as believers in
Christ, regardless of our backgrounds or perceived differences. As members of God’s diverse yet unified
family, we are called to live into the vision proclaimed in this verse. This week, as we commemorate the
birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.—a faithful advocate of this very vision—consider how you and your
family or friends might actively embrace and embody this unity by building relationships with families of
different racial and cultural backgrounds. Brought to you by Thrive: crcna.org/Thrive


https://crcna.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5d0a468ccba985c5b0985464e&id=fe006af649&e=65a5fb5899
https://crcna.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5d0a468ccba985c5b0985464e&id=849672cf13&e=65a5fb5899
https://crcna.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5d0a468ccba985c5b0985464e&id=3bf0121936&e=65a5fb5899
https://crcna.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5d0a468ccba985c5b0985464e&id=2e2ed88ca5&e=65a5fb5899

Resonate

Go Deeper in Faith Through a Trip with Resonate - Come on a journey with Resonate Global
Mission—starting in Grand Rapids, Michigan, through Guatemala, and ending in Costa Rica as we visit
stops along the route of people on the move. Together we will learn from their faith, hear their stories
and connect them to our own, and learn to better love our neighbors as ourselves. The trip is

April 17-28, 2026 with an application deadline of January 31, 2026. Learn more and let us know you're
interested at www.resonateglobalmission.org/move
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"Lord, these men [may] take away my life full of misery, but You will give me life everlasting."
~ Maurice Blanc ~ (Martyred in 1547)

NIGER: Two Slain in Christmas Eve Attack
Sources: The Daily Star, Macau Business

On the night of December 24th, Christians gathered for worship at a church in Mailo village, a
community located in the Dosso region of Niger. At around 11 p.m., armed men stormed the church
building and fired into the air, causing the worshippers to panic. As a result, all who had been
attending the service fled — some escaping into the bush, while others sought refuge in neighbouring
villages. Tragically, a husband and wife who hid in their home were pursued and killed by the
assailants.

This violent incident reflects the ongoing unrest caused by rebels linked to al-Qaeda and the Islamic
State terrorist group. The country's military has been fighting these insurgent groups for several years.
Despite the terrorists' threats, relations between Christians and Muslims in Niger have generally
remained amicable

e Prayerfully remember the family, friends and church parishioners who are now left mourning the
tragic loss of this dear Christian couple.

e  Ask the Lord to also minister healing to the survivors who are trying to cope with the resulting
emotional trauma of the attack.

e  Pray that the officials’' efforts to curb the violent activities of militant groups will be
strengthened, bringing effective and lasting security and stability to vulnerable communities
throughout the country.

e In the midst of the present turmoil, may God guide and empower His people in this West African
nation to live as ambassadors of His peace, forgiveness and love.

PERSECUTION
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REPORT UPDATE FROM NIGERIA: All Remaining School Students Freed!
Sources: Al Jazeera, Church in Chains

On November 21st, people around the world were shocked by the abduction of over 300 students
from a boarding school in Niger State, Nigeria.

About two weeks after the attack, Nigerian authorities announced that 100 of the children had been
recovered. On December 21st, a spokesperson for the Nigerian president confirmed via social media that
the remaining 130 pupils have since been released. This means that all the abducted schoolchildren were
safely freed from captivity!

While there were some discrepancies in the reported number of captives, a United Nations
spokesperson explained that some of the students had apparently escaped earlier. Those that had been
released were taken to Minna, the state capital, for final processing. To date, governing officials have not
publicly disclosed who was responsible for the initial attack nor how the captives were eventually freed.

Catholic Bishop Bulus Dauwa Yohanna referred to this most recent release of the remaining
schoolchildren as "a testimony to answered prayers and the power of faith in sustaining hope amidst fear
and uncertainty." While the path forward for these students will be challenging, please join us in praying
that each one of them will receive strength and healing as they recover from the trauma of their captivity.

e Praise God that these remaining schoolchildren have been safely released and are now able to
return to their relieved families.

e Pray for each child's complete emotional and physical healing as they process the ordeal, asking
God to bring comfort, peace and restoration to their hearts and minds.

e Intercede for an end to the ongoing violence in Nigeria — praying that God will transform the lives
of the persecutors, bring stability to the region, and protect vulnerable communities from future
attacks.



