January 4 January 5
10:00am Warship Service 1:30pm GriefShare
T:00pm Friendship

January 1l January 12
10:00am Warship Service 1:30pm GriefShare
T:00pm Friendship

Upcoming Events

January B

Dffice: Fran/Cheri-Lynn
9:30am Coffee Break

7:30pm Deacons

January 7

8:30am Prayer Meeting

January 8

12:00pm Bulletin deadline

1:30pm Waorship Prep
Committee Meeting

9:/5am-3:00pm Crafting

January 13 January 14 January 15
Dffice: Cheri-Lynn 8:30am Prayer Meeting 12:00pm Bulletin deadline
d:30am Coffee Break | 10:00am Revelation Study

7:00pm GEMS
[adets
[atechism

January 8 January 10

January 16 January 17
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All bulletins can be found online www.firstcrcrocky.ca

Check out our Facebook page (@FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse) or website (firstcrcrocky.ca) for links to sermons.

Thank you, for all you do! January 4, 2026 January 1l January 18
Pastor Ken Pastor Ken Pastor Natasha

Serving Elder Brenda B. Sheldon B. Alan H.
Serving Deacon Ken B. Anneleen D. JimD.
Music Team The Experience Lifted Hearts Mosaic
Children's Message Elroy L. Corinne 3. Joel S.
Sunday School Helpers Jamie D., Alison §., Debbie 8. | Lindsey B., Caleb 0., Ryan B. | Alia M., Landon P., Charley T.
Nursery Cody & Teagan L., Mark & Jessica H., Amber B., Marion R.,

Alan H., Sophia K. Marisa P., Jace H. Janelle V., Miyah B.
Coffee Host Henry & Lorraine A. Bryan & Cheryl D. Lachary & Cailyn B.

Greeters/Coffee Cleanup

Jeffrey D. & Dustin D.
Anthony & Lydia B.

Andrew & Delanea D.

Kyle & Trina A.

Ryan & Alissa L.
Doug & Penny B.

FIRST CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

RR3 Site 4 Box 6, Rocky Mountain House, T4T 2A3

Our MISSION is to worship God faithfully, nurture one another to grow in Christ,
joyfully tell others about Jesus, develop our gifts to serve and pursue
stewardship, justice and peace in every area of life.

403.845.6067

Pastor Ken Douma — kgdouma@gmail.com 780.728.8148
Pastor Natasha Specht - pastornatasha@rockycrc.ca (Monday -Thursday)
Church Office: Tuesday — Friday 9:00am to 12:00pm office@rockycrc.ca

Romans 1:1-17
Not Ashamed of the Gospel

www.firstcrcrocky.ca 3
@FirstCRC:Rocky Mtn House on Facebgok

Morning Worship Service

Children’s Message - Elroy L.
(Sunday School for age 3 - Grade 5)

Welcome
J Goodness of God

Call to Worship
God’s Greeting/We Welcome One Another
S Sanctuary

Announcements & Congregational Prayer
Offering for Local Church Ministries
Offertory

Scripture - Romans 1:1-17
Message - Not Ashamed of the Gospel
B Cornerstone

Call to Confession & Prayer
7 Your Will be Done

Assurance of Pardon
7 When Peace Like a River Blessing

S How Great our God




Welcome to First CRC Rocky

If you are visiting we want to offer a warm welcome!
We pray you will encounter God today as you worship and bring Him praise!

Nursery is available for infants & small children. Sunday School for age 3 through Grade 5 during the service.
Join us for coffee in the fellowship hall following the service.

www.firstcrcrocky.ca or FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse on Facebook

CHURCH FAMILY

“And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight,

so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ,

filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ - to the glory and praise of God.”
Philippians 1:9-11

T As a ministerial church, each church has been asked to pray for our brothers and sisters in our community,
today we are praying for Memorial Presbyterian Church.

T Marvin W. went home to be with Jesus this week. Please lift up Edward & Janelle and family in your prayers as

they mourn his loss.
T Congratulations to Joan S. who will celebrate a birthday January 9!

T Please keep Pierre and Ria J. in your prayers as Ria has been facing significant health issues. Pray that she will
experience healing and that her strength and energy will return to normal.

T Doug B. continues to recuperate at home. Pray for patience and healing in the days to come.

T We pray for those at home Sylvia D. and Joe & Lena V. We also pray for our members at the local care facilities:

Joan S. and Tonia T. We pray for all the caregivers who are able to assist those who require a little extra help and
care.

T Please keep all missionaries in God’s care, wherever they may be serving. Missionaries deal with many of the
same stresses you face in life, like overwhelming workloads, conflicts in relationships and financial uncertainties.
Often, however, missionaries struggle with these issues alone, without the fellowship and support of other
Christians. Living and working cross-culturally adds an additional element that can challenge their emotional,
spiritual and physical vitality. Pray ...
e That God will provide opportunities for missionaries in isolated areas to spend time with other believers.
e That God will provide times of peace and relaxation to refresh His workers.
e  For restoration — physical, mental, emotional and spiritual — that can only be found in Jesus.

Check out the Missions bulletin board, in the social hall, for updates on the missionaries that we support.

If you know of anyone that we should be keeping in our prayers for various reasons,
Council asks that you please call Pastor Ken, Pastor Natasha, an elder or a deacon.

Elders are: Brenda B., Sheldon B., Alan H., Karl H., Cody L., John M., Nancy O., Richard O., Ernie S., Joel S. and Gary V.

Deacons are: Lorraine A., Ken B., Anneleen D., Jim D., Mark H. and Jacob L.

Family Memories for the 75th Anniversary
Pete V. Family

Pete was born in Voorthuizen, Holland in 1931. Growing up on a small rural property, he raised
rabbits. He often won awards for his prize creatures. He helped his parents serve the many Jewish
guests that visited their B. and B. When the war brought the enemy to their town, he helped his father
and brother dig an underground cellar across the road from their property. Here they hid the Jewish
guests during the Occupation. He helped his brother gather fuel from downed aircraft as well as
collecting clothing from fallen soldiers.

He often visited his Uncle Piet in Nijkerk. There he learned to tend to a wide range of animals. In
1952, he and his friend Walter Mastenbroek decided they should embark on an adventure to Canada.
Both of their families came to see them embark on the Groote Beer. Arriving in the fall at Pier 21 in
Halifax, Canada, Walt decided to take the train to Calgary. Pete was offered a room and board job on a
farm in Kingsboro, Prince Edward Island. There, he cut lumber, gathered hay and fed animals.

Spring arrived with Walter writing that the dairy farm near him needed a hired hand. Mr. Kennedy
gave Pete a train ticket and off he went. A few months later Pete found work with the electrical
company in the city of Calgary. He would work downtown under the sidewalks, changing transformers
and installing wire. Craving country living he found work with Farm Electric. This job took him all over
Alberta installing power to many farms.

Travelling regularly to Calgary to visit Dutch friends, he met Emmy. Emmy had recently emigrated
from Noorder Hooge Brug, Holland. Her family had jobs in Calgary. They married in 1956 and had two
children, Lynn and Gordon.

In 1962, Pete began working for Calgary Power and purchased a farm near Rocky Mountain House.
There he began raising pigs and chickens. Purchasing cattle from Harm B. tickled his itch, and into
cattle he went.

Pete could often be found in the church basement where he read the Dutch sermons to
participants. Together with Bill S. on the Evangelism trail, he would provide brochures and church
information to many locals. This brought many unique guests for lunch or coffee to the V. house.
While serving on Church Council, his children would sit with him in the special short benches reserved
for Council members at the front of the church.

Pete retired in 1986 and enjoyed farming for many years. He went to be with his Lord in 2015.



the PERSECUTION
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Keep in mind that the following reports represent only a small fraction of the numerous persecution
cases that have impacted Christ's church around the globe throughout the past year. As reflected in the
year-end editions of previous years, this summary primarily outlines the most frequently reported
countries. Therefore, it does not necessarily address the severity of persecution in comparison with that
of lesser-reported countries, for such information from certain restricted nations remains very difficult to
obtain.

Once again, this year's summary offers a glimpse into the current reality of Christian persecution.
Additionally, it serves as a heartfelt call for God's people here in Canada to continue fervently praying for
the suffering members belonging to our international 'family of faith' who are experiencing concerning
situations of hostility, opposition and injustice merely for following in the ways and teachings of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

NIGERIA - Unlike some nations where persecution is government-instigated, believers in Nigeria —
particularly those in northern parts of the country — are at greatest risk of life-threatening attacks
perpetrated by their fellow Nigerians. In previous years, Islamic militant groups (such as Boko Haram)
carried out their violent raids against Christian villages with impunity. In addition to slaying many
innocent inhabitants, buildings and properties within these communities were destroyed. While other
terrorist groups remain a major active threat to Christians residing in Nigeria, most of the attacks
reported during 2025 were carried out by militant Fulani herdsmen.

Governing authorities have frequently cited economic reasons for the cause of these atrocities,
reasoning that the nomad herdsmen merely sought the control of grazing areas belonging to local
residents. Other common motives for the violent raids targeting Nigeria's Christian communities —
including the kidnapping of victims and looting of homes — have also been attributed to financial reasons.

Despite these contributing factors, religious opposition has clearly played a significant role in many of
these brutal attacks. Perpetrators driven by militant Islamic ideologies have killed thousands of Christians
this year alone by storming villages without warning, shooting indiscriminately at innocent citizens, and
then destroying these victimized believers' homes, churches, schools and other properties. One report
estimates that more than 7,000 Christians were killed during the first seven months of 2025 alone, noting
that a similar number of believers have been abducted.

The devastating violence recently received international attention when the U.S. administration
designated Nigeria as a "country of particular concern" in early November. Questioning the extent to
which the Nigerian government has actively worked to stop the ongoing carnage, the intervention of
America's military forces was threatened if serious action is not taken.

Despite renewed attention to the severity of Nigeria's dire situation, a shocking incident occurred on
November 21st when gunmen raided a Catholic boarding school, kidnapping more than 300 students.
While 150 of the abducted children have since been recovered at the time of publishing this report,
approximately 150 students and 12 staff members remain missing.

Deacon's Corner - Lorraine A., Ken B., Anneleen D., Jim D., Mark H., Jacob L.

Upcoming Offerings

January 4, 2026 - Local Church Ministries
Local Church Ministries offerings go to cover all our budget commitments: staff, office expenses, power, heat,
insurance, children’s programs, mission support and ministry shares.

Gratefully Received December 21, 25 & 28
Wycliffe $250  The Lord’s Foodbank $250 Burden Bearers $50
EduDeo $500 Seafarers S50

Local Church Ministries $13,725 Pregnancy Care Centre $1151 World Renew $1995

2026 coupons will be available in the council room following the service.

From the Deacons & Treasurer

There are several ways to give to the church:

Coupons - Allow you to give to the weekly offerings, without having to use loose change. They come in $2, $5,
and $10 coupons. Coupons can be directly purchased from a Deacon, in the Council room, on Sunday mornings.

Cheque - To “First Christian Reformed Church of RMH”. If you wish to have your cheque allocated to a specific
cause approved by the deacons or otherwise announced please indicate that cause on the memo line of your

cheque.

E-transfers - Send to treasurer@rockycrc.ca On the memo please specify the cause you would like money
allocated to.

Pre-Authorized Bank Withdrawals - Contact Marlene O. to sign up or get a form from the office.




Prayer Ministry

Would you like prayer, but are unsure how or who to ask?
In the pews there are Prayer Request envelopes.
On the outside of the envelope - you can select who you would like to pray for you
Inside - there is a card for more details and contact information if needed.
In the foyer is a prayer request box for submitting these prayer requests.

Whatever you are going through - times of beauty or ones of trouble - we would love to pray with you.
Visit www.firstcrcrocky.ca (via the CONTACT link or Prayer Ministries link) to submit a request online.

From Administrative Council

After Pastor Batterink’s time with us, our church developed a Sabbatical Policy in order to schedule time for future
pastors to reflect and refresh. After 6.5 years here, Pastor Ken is eligible for this and his sabbatical is planned for
June-October of 2026. The rationale for a sabbatical is this: A pastor fills a unique role in the body of Christ. In
addition to preparing to bring the Word in Sunday worship. Their task is to...

e give biblical counsel and encouragement to those going through difficult times

e give words of comfort to the sorrowing

e as well as to rejoice with those who are celebrating.
In a church of our size, all of these are ongoing with various parts of the congregation simultaneously. The nature
of these tasks can be emotionally heavy and draining. A sabbatical allows for true rest, refreshment and learning.
More details of the Sabbatical Plan will be shared at the February congregational meeting.

Joel S., Clerk

Upcoming Services

Sunday, January 25
Lord’s Supper
Services at Clearwater Centre (1:15pm) and Westview Lodge (2:30pm)

Church Announcements

The family of EImer O. would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to our church family for the prayers, love
and support shown during the loss of EImer. Your kindness, presence, and faithful encouragement have been a
true comfort during this season of grief. We are deeply thankful for the meals, messages, and acts of service our
family received. Thank you for the way you have reflected God's love and grace. A special thank you to those who
helped prepare lunch and coffee on the day of Elmer's service; your care and generosity meant so much to us.
Your continued prayers mean more than words can express.

Thank-you, Joanne & Family

Church Announcements

GriefShare is a Christ-centered support group that helps and encourages people after the death of a loved
one. This 13-week group provides valuable guidance and tips that can lead to relief, comfort, and peace of
mind. We are beginning a new session on Monday, January 5, at 1:30 pm. If you have any questions,
please contact Natasha @ pastornatasha@rockycrc.ca or visit griefshare.org to register online.

New Bible Study for the New Year. If you are looking for a short 6-week Bible study, Colossians is for
you! We will start Colossians on Sunday, January 18th at 7:00 pm here at First CRC in the Council Room.
For more information, please talk to John M. or Pastor Natasha.

Family Stories - If you are still compiling your family story for the bulletin, it would be greatly appreciated
if you could get those to Marilyn H. as soon as possible. The stories will continue until the end of January
2026. Thank you to all who have submitted their stories already!

Men's Bible Study - In January, all men are invited to be part of a Bible Study on prayer. We will be
watching a video by Pete Greig and going through his book, How to Pray: A Simple Guide for Normal People.
If you would like a copy of the book, please contact Pastor Ken. We plan to meet every 2nd Wednesday
evening at the church. More details to follow.

Paul’s Missionary Journeys in Greece (April 3 - 13): Travel by motor coach (6 days) and cruise ship

(3 days) to sites connected with Paul’s second and third missionary journeys, as well as visit other major
sites of biblical, archaeological, and cultural interest. Jeff Weima, professor at Calvin Theological Seminary
and leading Pauline scholar, hosts this inspirational tour. For more information, contact Dr. Weima at
616.328.3110 or weimje@calvinseminary.edu.
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"My flesh and my heart may fail,
but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever."
~ Psalm 73:26 ESV ~

Year-End Summary Report - In a world full of violence and unrest, religious intolerance continues to be a
major contributor to the pain suffered by Christians in many areas of the world. This opposition stems from
several factors — including political ideologies, religious differences and personal prejudices. Throughout the
year of 2025, VOMC's Persecution & Prayer Alert covered more than 140 reports. While a considerable
number of them offered praises to God for miraculous answers to prayer, there are many others that are
presently in the process of being answered.



