May 24

10:00am Worship Service
Communion

1:00-6:00pm - Private Booking
T:00pm Psalms Study

Youth - Painthalling
at Arnold & Alida V.

May 31
10:00am Worship Service & Baptisms'

12:00pm Lunch with youth & families

I:lapm Worship @ Clearwater Centre
2:30pm Waorship @ Westview Lodge

T:00pm Psalms Study

Weekly Calendar of Events

May 25 May 26

Office: Cheri-Lynn

Committee

June | June 2

(ffice: Cheri-Lynn

T:30pm Deacons

1:30pm Worship Prep. | 12:00pm Seniors
Lunchean at Pine Hills

sign up sheet on table in
T:30pm Full Council social hall

8:30am Prayer Meeting

May 27 May 28

8:30am Prayer Meeting

June 3 June 4
12:00pm Bulletin deadline

12:00pm Bulletin deadline | Men's Campout

May 23 May 30

Men's Campout

June 5

All bulletins can be found online www.firstcrcrocky.ca

Check out our Facebook page (@FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse) or website (firstcrcrocky.ca) for links to sermons.
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Thank you, for all you do! May 24 May 31 June 7
Pastor Ken Pastor Ken Pastor Natasha
Serving Elder Joel . Gary V. Brenda B.
Serving Deacon Anneleen D. Mark H. Jacob L.
Music Team Mosaic Lifted Hearts Six Track
Children's Message N/A Pastor Natasha Corinne .
Sunday School Helpers Reid 0., Cadence B., Debbie S. | Jamie D., Jace H., RyanB. | Lindsey ., Russell ., Caleb 0.
Nursery Karl & Krystal H., Mark & Jessica H., Janelle V., Marlene 0.,
Corinne V., Caleb 0. Marisa P'., Ruth D. Marion R., Allison B.

Coffee Host Bob & Marie A. Joel & Corinne S. Tom & Kathy 3.
Greeters/Coffee Cleanup Shaun & Maeghan M. Jacob & Jennifer L. Rocky & Nancy K.

Cody & Teagan L. Stan & Sandra 0. Rennie & Tina K.
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FIRST CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

RR3 Site 4 Box 6, Rocky Mountain House, T4T 2A3

Our MISSION is to worship God faithfully, nurture one another to grow in Christ,
joyfully tell others about Jesus, develop our gifts to serve and pursue

403.845.6067

stewardship, justice and peace in every area of life.

Pastor Ken Douma — kgdouma@gmail.com 780.728.8148

Pastor Natasha Specht - pastornatasha@rockycrc.ca (Monday -Thursday)
Church Office: Tuesday — Friday 9:00am to 12:00pm office@rockycrc.ca

Moy 74

Romans 8:16-27
HOPE

Welcome

J2 Come Now is the Time to Worship

Responsive Call to Worship

www.firstcrcrocky.ca
@FirstCRC.Rocky Mtn House on Facebook
Morning Worship Service

Belize presentation
(Sunday School for age 3 - Grade 5)

Announcements & Congregational Prayer
Offering for Resonate Global Mission

God'’s Greeting & We Welcome One Another  Offertory

J Cornerstone

Lord’s Supper
7 Encounter

5 The Power of Your Love

Scripture - Romans 8:16-27
Message: HOPE
/I Blessed Assurance

Blessing
5 Go My Children




Welcome to First CRC Rocky

If you are visiting we want to offer a warm welcome!
We pray you will encounter God today as you worship and bring Him praise!

Nursery is available for infants & small children. Sunday School for age 3 through Grade 5 during the service.
Join us for coffee in the fellowship hall following the service.

www.firstcrcrocky.ca or FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse on Facebook

CHURCH FAMILY

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.
Ephesians 6:18

T As a ministerial church, each church has been asked to pray for our brothers and sisters in our community,
today we are praying for Holy Trinity Anglican & Rocky Evangelical Lutheran Church.

T Congratulations to those celebrating birthdays this week: Ray B. (May 24) and Judy O. (May 30)

T We pray for our members at the local care facilities: Joan S. and Tonia T. For those at home: Sylvia D. and
Joe V. We pray for all caregivers who are able to assist those who require a little extra help and care.

T Please keep all missionaries in God’s care, wherever they may be serving. Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all
of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach
you, because | am humble and gentle at heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy to bear,
and the burden | give you is light.” — Matthew 11:28-30 (NLT) Missionaries deal with many of the same stresses
you face in life, like overwhelming workloads, conflicts in relationships and financial uncertainties. Often,
however, missionaries struggle with these issues alone, without the fellowship and support of other Christians.
Living and working cross-culturally adds an additional element that can challenge their emotional, spiritual and
physical vitality. Pray ...

e That God will provide opportunities for missionaries in isolated areas to spend time with other believers.

e That God will provide times of peace and relaxation to refresh His workers.

e  For restoration — physical, mental, emotional and spiritual — that can only be found in Jesus..

Check out the Missions bulletin board, in the social hall, for updates on the missionaries that we support.

If you know of anyone that we should be keeping in our prayers for various reasons,
Council asks that you please call Pastor Ken, Pastor Natasha, an elder or a deacon.
Elders are: Brenda B., Sheldon B., Alan H., Karl H., Cody L., John M., Nancy O., Richard O., Ernie S., Joel S. and Gary V.
Deacons are: Lorraine A., Ken B., Anneleen D., Jim D., Mark H. and Jacob L.
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"Christian love draws no distinction between one enemy and another,
except that the more bitter our enemy's hatred, the greater his need of love.
Be his enmity political or religious, he has nothing to expect from a follower

of Jesus but unqualified love."
~ Dietrich Bonhoeffer ~

Report Update - EGYPT: New Appeal Filed for Imprisoned Christian
Sources: Church in Chains, Coptic Solidarity, ADF International

In October 2025, Dr. Augustin Sam'an was arrested and charged with "contempt of Islam" due to the
content he shared on his YouTube channel. (More details about his situation are available here.) As a
result of the subsequent trial, this Christian scholar/apologist was sentenced on January 3rd to five years
of hard labour. Not only were the court proceedings conducted in secret, without due notification given
to his family or lawyers, but he was also denied access to legal defence. Finally, Dr. Augustin's lawyers
were granted access to the file relating to his case on February 11th.

On April 24th, Dr. Augustin filed an appeal against his conviction, citing "significant procedural issues."
A spokesperson for Coptic Solidarity, an advocacy group dedicated to defending the rights of Coptic
Christians in Egypt, stated that "this is not a legitimate judicial proceeding." Tragically, Dr. Augustin's case
is not unique. Since August 2025, dozens of other individuals affiliated with various religious minority
groups have been arrested due to their online religious content.

While Egypt's constitution guarantees freedom of religion, the country's blasphemy laws have been
disproportionately used to target Christians. These laws are described by critics as "a sword used solely
to protect Islam and Muslims."

e  Pray that God will providentially guide and strengthen the defence attorneys representing
Dr. Augustin, granting them wisdom, clarity and favour as they advocate on his behalf.

e Ask the Lord to work within Egypt's governmental and judicial systems, leading officials to uphold
laws that truly honour the country's constitution regarding religious freedom, and thus ensure all
citizens are treated with fairness, respect and equality.

e May believers in Egypt be further encouraged to continue boldly and compassionately sharing the
message of the Gospel with others, knowing that the Holy Spirit can minister in meaningful ways
through their divinely inspired words and witness.



ReFrame Ministries

Groundwork: God Redeems - The biblical theme of redemption is unique to Christian theology and
sets Christianity apart from other religions. Join Groundwork as we study Genesis 12:1-5,

Ephesians 1:3-11, Galatians 2:20-21, and Ephesians 2:1-5 to trace God’s story of redemption from
Genesis to the ultimate sacrifice of our Savior Jesus Christ and talk about living redeemed lives as we go
about our daily lives. Listen now at GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork's weekly
emails for future episodes.

Kids Corner Devotions - Stephen: Things Get Tough - Check out this week’s kids’ devotion, “Stephen:
Things Get Tough” at www.kidscorner.net. Learn how to be brave and keep trusting Jesus even when
others are unkind. Discover that Jesus is always with you, giving you strength and reminding you that
you are never alone. Check out all the great content at kidscorner.net, like the Bible Story coloring
pages available on the KC activities page.

Thrive

Thrive Faith Formation Tip - Today we celebrate Pentecost, the festival when Jesus’ promise to send
his Spirit to all believers was fulfilled (Acts 2:1-41). This is a great time to celebrate the gift of the Holy
Spirit and the birth of the church. For ways in which you can celebrate as a family or with friends,
download God’s Big Pentecost Story: A Celebration for Families (DwellCurriculum.org/Home).

Brought to you by Thrive: crcna.org/Thrive

World Renew

Healing Hearts, Transforming Nations Workshop - Co-hosted by Resonate Global Mission and the
CRC’s Indigenous and Intercultural Ministries, this 4-day immersive workshop will engage you in
meaningful practices of healing and reconciliation, and equip you to repair and rebuild relationships in
your local communities. You will experience: Personal healing and forgiveness, Tools for

Intercultural teamwork, Examples of trauma-informed ministry, and Biblical frameworks to care for
divided communities. Join us July 6-10 at the Five Oaks Retreat Centre in Paris, ON. Cost: $500. Learn
more and register: tinyurl.com/yj972wxe

Deacon's Corner - Lorraine A., Ken B., Anneleen D., Jim D., Mark H.. Jacob L.

Upcoming Offerings

May 24 - Resonate Global Mission
As Christ followers, we are empowered by the same Holy Spirit who filled the disciples
on the very first Pentecost. And we are called to be sent out too!

May 31 - Local Church Ministries
Local Church Ministries offerings will cover all our budget commitments: staff, office expenses,
power, heat, insurance, children’s programs, mission support and ministry shares.

Gratefully Received May 10 & 17
World Renew $2297  Wycliffe $100  Local Church Ministries $6903
Central Alberta Pregnancy Care Centre $50

From the Deacons & Treasurer

There are several ways to give to the church:

Coupons - Allow you to give to the weekly offerings, without having to use loose change. They come in
$2, $5 and $10 coupons. Coupons can be directly purchased from a Deacon, in the Council room, on
Sunday’s following the service.

Cheque - To “First Christian Reformed Church of RMH”. If you wish to have your cheque allocated to a
specific cause approved by the deacons or otherwise announced please indicate that cause on the
memo line of your cheque.

E-transfers - Send to treasurer@rockycrc.ca On the memo please specify the cause you would like
money allocated to.

Pre-Authorized Bank Withdrawals - Contact Marlene O. to sign up or get a form from the office.

Highlights from May 19 Elder's Meeting

A chapter from the Elders’ Handbook was read and discussed.
Reports were given on several home visits.

Pastors’ Reports were received and discussed.

The criteria for guest pastors to preach from our pulpit was discussed.
The status of several inactive members was discussed.

The purpose and format of the Children’s Message was discussed.

Joel S., Clerk




Prayer Ministry

Would you like prayer, but are unsure how or who to ask?
In the pews there are Prayer Request envelopes.
On the outside of the envelope - you can select who you would like to pray for you.
Inside - there is a card for more details and contact information if needed.
In the foyer is a prayer request box for submitting these prayer requests.

Whatever you are going through - times of beauty or ones of trouble - we would love to pray with you.

Visit www.firstcrcrocky.ca (via the CONTACT link or Prayer Ministries link) to submit a request online.

Upcoming Services

Sunday, May 31
Baptism of Drew & Charlie M. (Jamie & Rhianna)
Baptism of Eva M. (Shaun & Maeghan)
1:15pm Worship at Clearwater Centre
2:30pm Worship at Westview Lodge

August 21-23
Church Campout at The Ranch

Church Announcements

Anniversary Book - Today is the last day we will have the 75th anniversary book available for preview.

A huge thank you to the anniversary committee who planned all the wonderful events and to all the
volunteers who made those activities a reality. It was a wonderful year!

Sunday Evening Bible Study - A 4-week study, Open and Unafraid: The Psalms as a Guide to Life, will
begin on tonight (May 24) at 7:00pm at the church.

Our Spring Men's campout is May 29-30, all men (and young men grade 9 and up) are invited to Kelly's
campground. You are welcome to arrive any time after 5 on Friday with supper at 6:30pm. There will be

Friday night games and a campfire, and on Saturday we will have a big breakfast followed by a time of

worship led by retired Pastor Henry Steenbergen. Friends are welcome! The cost is by donation to cover

food and drinks, (supper and breakfast) camping and the speaker. Please sign up on the bulletin board

coming into the fellowship hall so we know how much food is needed. If you can only come for part of the

campout, that's O.K. too! Just sign up and let us know.

Youth (Grades 9-12) & their families - are invited to a youth revisioning potluck after church

Sunday, May 31. Our Youth Elder Karl will lead the revisioning with Lydia and Pastor Natasha. Please join

us as we plan for the future of our youth ministry.

Church Announcements (cont'd)

WE INVITE ALL SENIORS FOR LUNCH on Wednesday, May 27th at 12:00 noon. We have a reservation at
the Pine Hills Golf Course but need to confirm the numbers. There is a sign-up sheet in the Social Hall or you
can text Ella. Hope to see you all there!

Let’s Do Lunch Sunday! To help build relationships within our church community, June 7 has been
designated “Let’s Do Lunch Sunday!” We are looking for people willing to host lunch in their homes after
church, and we are looking for people willing to be hosted! Both are needed, so please sign up for

either. Coordinators will match people with hosts and let you know where you are going for lunch and who
will be coming over. To get involved, please sign up on the bulletin board going into the fellowship hall and
the table in the foyer.

Sonrise Camps (July 5 -10 and July 12-17) is looking for some volunteers: cooks, cook helpers, counselors,
worship band, games person, craft person, bus drivers and laundry. If you are interested (sign up sheet on
the bulletin board) or if you want more information please talk to Marie A., Zachary B., Lydia B., Sheldon B.,
Albert V., Kelly B. or Cody L.

Rehoboth Christian Ministries celebrates 50 years of God’s faithfulness through service, inclusion,
advocacy, empowerment, and community building across Alberta. This meaningful anniversary gathering
will include warm fellowship, a delicious dinner by Bridgespan Café & Grill, heartfelt testimonials, and our
Annual General Meeting as we reflect with gratitude and look ahead with hope. June 19 - Doors Open:
5:00pm | Dinner: 6:00pm | Program: 7:00pm | Spots are limited. Guests must RSVP by June 12 to secure
their place. **Register at: rcmflourish.ca/event/50th-anniversary We would be honoured to celebrate this
milestone with you - together, as the Rehoboth community.fgvb

Open Doors Canada - will be presenting “Church With No Home” at the Rocky Alliance Church (5304
57street) on Monday, May 25 at 6:00pm. Church With No Home tells the unbelievable stories of faith against
incredible odds, faithful brother and sisters who find ways to gather and worship the Lord together in very
difficult circumstances. You will also have the opportunity to hear about the work of Open Doors Canada
does among persecuted believers and spend time praying for those being persecuted for their faith. Mark
your calendars and bring a friend!

Rocky Christian School Job Opportunities

e Part-Time, Temporary Teacher to teach Math and Language Arts in grade 4, 5, or 6 (to be determined)
for mornings for the first two months of the school year. Duties will commence on August 24 and
conclude on November 13. Please visit the Wild Rose School Division careers page to see “Competition
No. T-26-27-17-RCS”

Come and join the CMA (Christian Motorcycle Association) and Fellowship of Christian Farmers
during Market on Main. We will be giving out free walking sticks and sharing the gospel with each one who
gets a stick. Last year we gave away 425 in two evenings. This years goal is 1000 sticks and sharing the
gospel with each one who gets a stick. Training sessions will be held on Monday, June 15 and June 22 for
those who would like to join us. If you have any questions or need further information contact Trevor Scott
tscott@afciworld.org (Chaplain of Kings Ransom)



