
All bulletins can be found online www.firstcrcrocky.ca 

Weekly Calendar of Events 

June 7 June 8 June 9 June 10 June 11 June 12 June 13 

10:00am Worship Service 
 
7:00pm Psalms Study 
 
Youth at Alan & Kelsey O.  

 Office:  Fran 

7:30pm  Admin 

8:30am Prayer Meeting 12:00pm Bulletin deadline   

June 14 June 15 June 16 June 17 June 18 June 19 June 20 

10:00am Worship Service 
 
“Let’s Do Lunch” Sunday 
 
7:00pm Psalms Study 
 
Youth nature trip with Karl 

 Office:  Cheri-Lynn  

7:30pm  Elders 

8:30am Prayer Meeting 12:00pm Bulletin deadline   

Check out our Facebook page (@FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse) or website (firstcrcrocky.ca) for links to sermons. 
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Thank you, for all you do! June 7 

Pastor Natasha 

June 14 

Pastor Henry Steenbergen 

June 21 

Pastor Natasha 

Serving Elder Sheldon B.  Brenda B.  Alan H.  

Serving Deacon Jacob L.  Lorraine A.  Ken B.  

Music Team Six Track  Mosaic Lifted Hearts 

Children’s Message Corinne S.  Pastor Natasha Joel S.  

Sunday School Helpers Lindsey B., Russell D., Caleb O.  Reid O., Cadence B., Debbie S.  Jamie D., Jace H., Ryan B.  

Nursery  Janelle V., Marlene O.,  

Marion R., Allison B. 

Cody & Teagan L.,  

Amber B., Chelsey B.  

Sara D., Margo D.,  

Marie A., Reid O.  

Coffee Host Tom & Kathy S. Gordon & Bettie V. Mark & Keanna H.  

Greeters/Coffee Cleanup Rocky & Nancy K. 

Rennie & Tina K.  

Neels & Dina H. 

Randy & Annette D.  

Case & Marlene K. 

Hank & Betty K.  

FIRST CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH  

RR3 Site 4 Box 6, Rocky Mountain House, T4T 2A3      403.845.6067  

Our MISSION is to worship God faithfully, nurture one another to grow in Christ, 

 joyfully tell others about Jesus, develop our gifts to serve and pursue  

stewardship, justice and peace in every area of life. 

Pastor Ken Douma – on sabbatical  

Pastor Natasha Specht - pastornatasha@rockycrc.ca   (Monday -Thursday)                                                                                

Church Office: Tuesday — Friday  9:00am to 12:00pm  office@rockycrc.ca 

Morning Worship Service           

Welcome 
   Only a Holy God  
 
Call to Worship 
 
God’s Greeting & We Welcome One Another 
   Step by Step 
 
Call to Confession & Prayer 
   Lord I Need You 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
   Because He Lives 

Children’s Message - Corinne S. 
(Sunday School for age 3 - Grade 5) 
 
Announcements & Congregational Prayer  
MAF Speaker - Robin G.  
Offering for Mission Aviation Fellowship   
Offertory 
 
Scripture - Romans 12 
Message: Renewal of the Mind 
  Sanctuary 
 
Blessing 
   Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)  

  



Welcome to First CRC Rocky 

If you are visiting we want to offer a warm welcome!   
We pray you will encounter God today as you worship and bring Him praise!  

 
Nursery is available for infants & small children.  Sunday School for age 3 through Grade 5 during the service.   

Join us for coffee in the fellowship hall following the service. 
 

www.firstcrcrocky.ca or FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse on Facebook 

CHURCH FAMILY 
“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.  

With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.   
Ephesians 6:18 

 
✞ As a ministerial church, each church has been asked to pray for our brothers and sisters in our community,       
today we are praying for St. Matthew Catholic Church.  
 

✞ Congratulations to Margaret B.  (June 10) and Bill T.  (June 12) celebrating birthdays this week! 
 
✞  We pray for our members at the local care facilities: Joan S. and Tonia T. For those at home: Sylvia D. and 
Joe V.  We pray for all caregivers who are able to assist those who require  a little extra help and care.  
 

✞  Please keep all missionaries in God’s care, wherever they may be serving. Devote yourselves to prayer, being 
watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message.. Colossians 4:2-3 (NIV) 
Open doors can’t be taken for granted. Many missionaries work within cultures and contexts that are in areas 
that are resistant to the gospel. But open doors include more than just access to nations and people groups. 
Individuals’ hearts also need to be open and receptive to God’s truth. Pray … 

• That God will open doors of ministry, blessing partnerships and friendships. 

• That those who serve will be led by the Holy Spirit and recognize open‑door opportunities. 

• That God will lead His people past barriers to hearts ready to receive His Word. 

•  
Check out the Missions bulletin board, in the social hall, for updates on the missionaries that we support. 

 
 

If you know of anyone that we should be keeping in our prayers for various reasons,  
Council asks that you please call Pastor Natasha, an elder or a deacon.  

Elders are: Brenda B., Sheldon B., Alan H., Karl H., Cody L., John M., Nancy O., Richard O., Ernie S., Joel S. and Gary V.  
Deacons are:  Lorraine A., Ken B., Anneleen D., Jim D., Mark H. and Jacob L. 

 

DR CONGO: Christians Targeted by Islamic Terrorists 
Sources: Barnabas Aid, Mission Network News 
 
 Islamic militants in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) claim to have killed more than 80 
Christians during several recent armed assaults in the northeastern region of the country. The deadliest 
incident, which took place on May 5th, is believed to have claimed the lives of an estimated 60 believers, 
whom the attackers referred to as "Christian combatants." 
 
 The Islamic State Central Africa Province (ISCAP) uses the term "combatants" to describe Christians 
who refuse to convert to Islam or accept the status of dhimmi – a condition of subjugation in which      
non-Muslims are permitted to live under Islamic rule in exchange for the payment of what is known as 
jizya tax. 
 
 A statement from the aggressors declared, "Let the worshippers of the cross know that they have no 
security except by submitting willingly or paying the jizya in humiliation." ISCAP claims to have killed   
nearly 1,000 Christians in northeastern DRC since December 2024. 
 
 Despite being one of the world's wealthiest nations in terms of natural resources, the DRC remains 
marked by widespread poverty. This contrast has drawn the attention of external forces that are seeking 
control over the nation and its wealth, thus contributing to ongoing instability. Notably, the country is 
also one of the most predominantly Christian nations in Africa.  
 

• Pray that God's comforting presence will be sensed in tangible ways by those who have lost loved 
ones, and that His healing ministry would restore the health and emotional well-being of all who 
were physically harmed and/or traumatized during these recent attacks. 

 

• May those of our Congolese brothers and sisters in Christ who were displaced receive safe shelter, 
compassionate support and divine guidance as they now navigate their way to new hope-filled    
beginnings in the aftermath of the violence. 

 

• In general, ask the Lord to mightily intervene throughout this war-torn nation, so that His peace 
and justice will prevail and communities would be protected from further attacks – resulting in 
lasting harmony and stability for all. 



Reflecting a Lifetime of Blessings - As we look back on God’s faithfulness throughout our lives, we 
often feel a nudge to "pay it forward." A gift in your will is a beautiful way to honour the journey God 
has led you on. Whether you wish to support justice, global mission, or local leadership, we can help 
you tailor a gift that reflects your passions. Explore your options with a free consultation from our     
partners at Christian Stewardship Services at info@csservices.ca or 1-800-267-8890.  

Wisdom in the Age of AI Conference - How should Christians respond to Artificial Intelligence (AI) in 
church, education, business, healthcare, and the arts? The Wisdom in the Age of AI Conference will be 
held at Calvin University October 8-10 and features top keynote speakers and parallel sessions dealing 
with each of these topics. For more information and to register to join the conversation, visit: https://
calvin.edu/wisdomAI  

 

"A church that does not remember its persecuted brethren is no church at all...." 
~ Anonymous Lutheran pastor ~  

 

CHINA: Total of 31 Christians Recently Sentenced 

Source: ChinaAid 

 In March 2024, leaders of a house church fellowship in Suizhou, a city located in central China's   
Hubei Province, were arrested as part of a major crackdown on itinerant ministry workers. In an        
apparent attempt to minimize public and international attention, authorities conducted the trials in 
small numbers, often with only one or two defendants at a time. 

 According to a recently released report, a total of 31 believers have now been sentenced to           
imprisonment, with terms ranging from 28 to 48 months. Among them is 77-year-old Pastor Yang Zhijin, 
who was sentenced on May 21st to 38 months in prison for allegedly "using a cult organization to     
undermine the implementation of the law." 

 The convicted believers are itinerant workers who travelled to minister among ethnic minority 
groups in western China.  

• Prayerfully uphold these recently sentenced believers, asking the Lord to provide each one of 
them – as well as their concerned families – divine strength, protection and sustaining grace. 

• As they begin serving their prison sentences, in hopes the convictions will be rightfully overturned, 
may these faithful servants find meaningful opportunities to share the message of God's love and 
eternal salvation with others around them. 

• Pray that the Gospel message would continue spreading exponentially throughout China –                 
bringing hope, encouragement and new life to many more spiritually searching hearts. 

 

Christian Stewardship Services 

Calvin University 

Deacon’s Corner ~ Lorraine A., Ken B., Anneleen D., Jim D., Mark H., Jacob L. 

Upcoming Offerings    

June 7 - Mission Aviation Fellowship 
Whether it’s transporting relief supplies to a refugee camp, or flying doctors to a remote village,     

MAF brings more than just tools and supplies to a hurting world – we bring the gospel of God’s love in 
a tangible way.  Mission Aviation Fellowship operates the largest fleet of planes of any mission                         

organization to deliver critical care and the good news of Jesus Christ. But we can't keep our planes in 
the air without the sustaining support of donors like you.  

 

May 31 - Local Church Ministries 
Local Church Ministries offerings will cover all our budget commitments: staff, office expenses,  

power, heat, insurance, children’s programs, mission support and ministry shares. 
 

Gratefully Received May 24 & 31 
Wycliffe $20  The Lord’s Foodbank $50  Resonate $1649   Local Church Ministries $3231 

 

Gratefully Received May E-Transfers  
Wycliffe (J&S) $680  World Renew (Women of Hope) $100  Resonate Global $100 

Local Church Ministries $7155 

There are several ways to give to the church:  
Coupons - Allow you to give to the weekly offerings, without having to use loose change. They come in 
$2, $5 and $10 coupons. Coupons can be directly purchased from a Deacon, in the Council room, on 
Sunday’s following the service.  
Cheque - To “First Christian Reformed Church of RMH”.  If you wish to have your cheque allocated to a   
specific cause approved by the deacons or otherwise announced please indicate that cause on the 
memo line of your cheque.   
E-transfers - Send to treasurer@rockycrc.ca  On the memo please specify the cause you would like 
money allocated to. 
Pre-Authorized Bank Withdrawals - Contact Marlene O. to sign up or get a form from the office.  
 

Sunday, June 21  
Grade 5 Sunday School Graduation 

Profession of Faith 
 

August 21-23 
Church Campout at The Ranch 

From the Deacons & Treasurer 

Upcoming Services  



Would you like prayer, but are unsure how or who to ask?  
In the pews there are Prayer Request envelopes.  

On the outside of the envelope - you can select who you would like to pray for you. 
Inside - there is a card for more details and contact information if needed.   
In the foyer is a prayer request box for submitting these prayer requests.    

 
Whatever you are going through - times of beauty or ones of trouble - we would love to pray with you. 
 Visit www.firstcrcrocky.ca (via the CONTACT link or Prayer Ministries link) to submit a request online. 

 

 
Let’s Do Lunch Sunday!   To help build relationships within our church community, June 14  has been       
designated “Let’s Do Lunch Sunday!”  We are looking for people willing to host lunch in their homes after 
church, and we are looking for people willing to be hosted!  Both are needed, so please sign up for      
either.  Coordinators will match people with hosts and let you know where you are going for lunch and 
who will be coming over.  To get involved, please sign up on the bulletin board going into the fellowship 
hall or on the table at the back of the sanctuary.    
 

A First Aid Course is being offered by the Church. If you are interested there is a sign up sheet on the   
table at the back of the sanctuary and on the bulletin board.  There is room for 4 more participants.                
Any questions, contact Sheldon B.  
 

Summer Sunday School Opportunity! - Starting June 28 and continuing throughout the summer,    
we’re looking for volunteers to serve as a teacher or helper in our 3 & 4-year-old Sunday School class.             
This is a  wonderful opportunity to invest in the faith of our youngest children and be part of their spiritual 
growth. To make it even more exciting, we’ll be using a brand-new curriculum called Tiny Truths—a fun, 
engaging, and easy-to-use resource designed to equip and encourage our teachers all summer long! 
If you are available to serve on one or more Sundays, please sign up on the sheet posted outside the             
3 & 4-year-old classroom. Thank you for helping us share God’s truth with the next generation! 
 

Sonrise Camps (July 5 -10 and July 12-17) is looking for volunteers: Week One - 1 male counselor and     
musicians; Week Two - female & male counselors, cooks and a games person. If you are interested (sign up 
sheet on the bulletin board) or if you want more information please talk to Marie A., Zachary B., Lydia B., 
Sheldon B., Albert V., Kelly B. or Cody L.  
 

First CRC Christian Education Scholarship - There is a scholarship for students who wish to attend or 
presently are attending a Christian college or Bible school. Believing that God is sovereign over all of life 
this scholarship is intended to encourage students to choose education where the Lordship of Jesus Christ 
is acknowledged. The scholarship amount is $1000 and is available to students who are  members or      
children of members of this church. The scholarship is available for each year of undergraduate study.      
To apply please contact the church office by email: office@rockycrc.ca and request an application form. 
The deadline for application is June 30. For more info please contact an elder, pastor or youth leader. 

Prayer Ministry  

Church Announcements  

Rehoboth Christian Ministries Time is quickly approaching to join us as Rehoboth Christian Ministries 
celebrates 50 years of God’s faithfulness through service, inclusion, advocacy, empowerment, and 
community building across Alberta. This milestone anniversary evening will be a meaningful time of  
connection and celebration, featuring warm fellowship, a delicious dinner by Bridgespan Café & Grill, 
heartfelt testimonials, and our Annual General Meeting. June 19th|28169 96 Avenue, Acheson 
Doors Open: 5:00 pm |Dinner: 6:00 pm| Program: 7:00 pm Spots are limited, and time is running out to  
reserve your place. Guests must RSVP by June 12. Register today at: rcmflourish.ca/event/50th-anniversary 
We would be honoured to celebrate this special moment with you—together, as the Rehoboth community. 
 

Open Doors is a ministry advocating for Christians who are displaced and who face severe persecution for 
their faith.  There is some information about this ministry available on the table at the back of the                       
sanctuary.  Please help yourself and do pray for Christians in very difficult and dangerous situations.  There     
is also a global petition to sign at the table, advocating for the over 16 million Christians who have been             
displaced in Sub-Sahara Africa.  

 

Kids Corner Devotions - Philip: Answering Questions - Check out this week’s kids’ devotion,                 
“Philip: Answering Questions” at www.kidscorner.net. Join Philip on an exciting adventure as he listens to 
God, meets an important traveler, and shares the amazing news about Jesus! Discover that even when life 
feels uncertain, God is always with us and can use us to help others in wonderful ways. Check out the KC 
Summertime Collection with lots of puzzles, games, and fun activities. Good for road trips or quiet time at 
home. 

 

Groundwork -  Hannah's Prayer and God's Big Answer - Sometimes the deepest prayers are the ones      
nobody hears but God. Join Groundwork as we begin a study on the book of 1 Samuel by examining                
1 Samuel 1:1-2:10. Together, we’ll see how Hannah’s sorrow and private prayer becomes part of God’s              
public plan for his people. Listen now at GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork's weekly 
emails for future episodes. 

 

Thrive Faith Formation Tip - This time of year is often filled with graduation celebrations and school     
transitions. Take time this week to pray for a specific young person in your congregation as they  transition to 
a new school environment or workplace in the coming months. Consider reaching out to that young person 
to let them know you are praying for them in this season. Brought to you by Thrive: crcna.org/Thrive  

Church Announcements (cont’d) 

ReFrame Ministries 

Thrive 


