September 20

September 21

10:00am Worship Service ~ |4:00pm Griefshare | Office: Cheri-Lynn

Fall Ministry Kickoff
Youth lunch @ Covenant

CRCwith singing at Ravine’s
at 1:30pm

September 27

September 28

10:00am Worship Service ~ [4:00pm Griefshare | Office: Fran

1:15pm Clearwater
2:30pm Westview

7pm Youth Bible Study

7pm Friendship

Weekly Calendar of Events
September 22 September 23
8:30am Prayer Meeting
7:30pm Full Council
Transition Meeting
September 29 September 30
8:30am Prayer Meeting
9:30am CoffeeBreak

September 24

12:00pm Bulletin
deadline

October 1

12:00pm Bulletin
deadline

9:15-3:00pm Crafting

September 25 September 26

October 2 October 3

1:30pm
Community
Hymn Sing @
Nazarene
Church
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Pastor Ken Douma — on sabbatical
Pastor Natasha Specht - pastornatasha@rockycrc.ca (Monday -Thursday)
Church Office: Tuesday — Friday 9:00am to 12:00pm office@rockycrc.ca

September 20 September 27 October4
Thankyou, for all you do!
Pastor Natasha Pastor Henry Steenbergen Pastor Natasha
Serving Elder Cody L. Sheldon B. Nancy 0.
Serving Deacon JimD. Anneleen D. Mark H.
Music Team The Experience Six Track Lifted Hearts
Children’s Message Pastor Natasha Joel . Elroy L.
Sunday School Helpers
Nursery Devon & Er.in S. Alyssa D., AIisFa L. Jgstiq & Courtney D.
Kelsey 0., Allison B. Colleen ., Reid O. Sjoukje V., Chelsey B.
Coffee Host Chris &Regan T. Zachary & Cailyn B. Edward & Janelle V.
Greeters/Coffee Cleanup Harold & Bevin S. Trevo'r & Charl'otte M. Arlyn 0.
Kelly B. Pierre &Ria . Jo-Ann 0.

Check out our Facebook page (@FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse) or website (firstcrcrocky.ca) for links to sermons.

FIRST CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

RR3 Site 4 Box 6, Rocky Mountain House, T4T 2A3 403.845.6067

Our MISSION is to worship God faithfully, nurture one another to grow in Christ,

!

www.firstcrc

joyfully tell others about Jesus, develop our gifts to serve and pursue

stewardship, justice and peace in every area of life.

Ephesians 4:1-16
Every Part @atters

/

ky.ca

_J
O ,

~—

@FirstCRERocky Mtn House on Facebook

Morning Worship Service

Welcome
Holy is the Lord

Call to Worship

God’s Greeting/We Welcome One Another
How Great is Our God

Call to Confession and Prayer

His Mercy is More

Assurance of Pardon
There is a Redeemer

Fall Kickoff and Prayer

Offertory

We Are One Body

Blessing

All bulletins can be found online www.firstcrcrocky.ca

Scripture: Ephesians 4:1-16
Message: Every Part Matters

And All the People Said Amen

Children’s Blessing - Pastor Natasha
(Sunday school for age 3 to Grade 5)

Announcements & Congregational Prayer
Offering for Resonate Global Mission



Welcome to First CRC Rocky

If you are visiting we want to offer a warm welcome!

We pray you will encounter God today as you worship and bring Him praise!
Nursery is available for infants & small children.
Sunday School for age 3 to Grade 5 is during the service.
Join us for coffee in the fellowship hall following the service.

www.firstcrcrocky.ca or FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse on Facebook

CHURCH FAMILY

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert
and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. Ephesians 6:18

As a ministerial church, each church has been asked to pray for our brothers and sisters in our
community, today we are praying for Rocky Mountain Alliance Church.

Birthday congratulations this week go out to Henry A. (on the 20th) and Jean B. (on the 26th).
Blessings to each of you on your special day.

Please continue to keep Frank and Gloria D, in your prayers as Gloria continues to face health challenges.

We pray for our members at the local care facilities: Joan S. and Tonia T. For those at home: Sylvia D.
and Joe V. We pray for all caregivers who are able to assist those who require a little extra help and
care.

Please keep all missionaries in God’s care, wherever they may be serving. “Yes, | am the vine; you are
the branches. Those who remain in me, and | in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you
can do nothing.” — John 15:5 (NLT) It's important to rely on God for all aspects of ministry especially
during times of great difficulty, so that efforts will produce fruit and ultimately a harvest will be
gathered. Pray ...

« That God will provide strength and perseverance to missionaries when their ministries seem to be

fruitless.
o That seeds will be planted and that missionaries would be able to see the fruits of their labor.
« That an abundant harvest will be produced as more people learn about the love of Christ.

Check out the Missions bulletin board, in the social hall, for updates on the missionaries that we support.

If you know of anyone that we should be keeping in our prayers for various reasons,
Council asks that you please call Pastor Natasha, an elder or a deacon.
Elders are: Brenda B., Sheldon B., Andrew D., Cody L., John M., Nancy O.,
Richard O., Ernie S., Dave S., Joel S., and Aaron T.
Deacons are: Anneleen D., Jim D., Mark H., Jacob L., Tanya P., and Harold S.

PERSECUTION

&PRAYER
LERT

INDIA: Audit of Christian Properties in Maharashtra
Sources: International Christian Concern, The Indian Express

The state government of Maharashtra has ordered an audit of all land and properties owned by Christian
churches and charities following allegations that some have been misused for private or commercial
purposes. The decision was made following a case of alleged fraud involving a Christian organization in the
state's Nashik region, where parcels of church-owned land were reportedly leased or sold using forged
ownership records.

Various churches and Christian organizations in India have legally held property for many years, with some
ownership records dating back to the British colonial era. Even so, committees have been tasked with
compiling full ownership records and reporting their findings to officials of the state government by early
October.

The mandated review has raised concerns among Christian communities, particularly because it applies
exclusively to affiliated churches and organizations, while properties belonging to other religious groups are
not being subjected to the same scrutiny. Furthermore, the audit comes amid a broader climate of pressure
and intimidation following the approval of Maharashtra's "Freedom of Religion Bill" in March.

State authorities have also recently ordered the demolition of several unauthorized church buildings,
leading some believers to fear that similar actions could continue under the guise of the property
investigations. Christians in other parts of the country are now concerned that comparable measures may
eventually be introduced within their states.

While India is officially a secular nation with constitutional protections for religious freedom, minority
religious communities have frequently been targeted, often in connection with anti-conversion
regulations.

« Prayerfully ask God to grant all involved in this recently mandated audit (including Maharashtra's state
officials and commissioned committees, as well as the leaders/representatives of the targeted
churches) wisdom and guidance throughout this investigation, ensuring that all information is handled
with efficiency, fairness and honesty.

« Pray that churches and ministries throughout the state will be protected from any unjust treatment,
and that believers will experience God's peace and reassurance during this time of heightened
interrogation and uncertainty.

« May Christian organizations across India faithfully serve with all diligence, transparency and
indisputable Christlike integrity, shining as powerful testimonies of His righteousness and grace within
their communities.


https://www.bible.com/bible/116/jhn.15.5

ReFrame Ministries

Kids Corner Devotions - Justice and Mercy and Being Kind Like Jesus - Check out this week’s kids’

devotion, “Justice and Mercy and Being Kind Like Jesus” at www.kidscorner.net. God'’s love and
kindness for everyone show up in the Bible again and again. In Matthew 5:7, Jesus said, “God
blesses those people who are merciful. They will be treated with mercy!” Is there someone who
needs help or a friend? When we show mercy, we’re acting like Jesus! Check out the new Kids
Corner Devotions app at https://kidscorner.net/app

Groundwork - When Life Is Meaningless - Do you ever feel like you’re spinning your wheels but
not getting anywhere? Life can bring its share of discouragement. Join our Groundwork
conversation as we study Ecclesiastes 1-2 and 5:18-20 to glean wisdom for life from the Teacher
and discuss why we can have hope even when life seems meaningless. Listen now at
GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork's weekly emails for future episodes.

Thrive

Thrive Faith Formation Tip - In the book Liturgy of the Ordinary (IVP 2016), Tish Harrison
Warren writes, “We learn the craft of holiness day by day in the living of a particular life...we are
part of God’s big vision and mission—the redemption of all things—through the earthy craft of
living out our vocation, hour by hour, task by task. | want to do the big work of the kingdom, but
| have to learn to live it out in the small tasks before me.” How might this insight change your
perspective on the small tasks of your daily life? Brought to you by Thrive: crcna.org/Thrive

Young Adults Ministry

Calling all Young Adults (18+): Sonrise CRC in Ponoka would like to invite you to join us for a
young adults Bible study with fellowship and games to follow. We will be meeting every other
Sunday starting on September 20th. We will meet at 6:45 at de Gier's shop (424026 Range Road
264. Look for green barns and a sign that says "Lazy Acres Dairy"). We will be going through the
book "Ecclesiastes: Chasing the Wind," which is a 12-week verse-by-verse study of Ecclesiastes.
Please bring your own Bible. We would love for you to join us! Questions? Text: Sydnie de Gier:
403.704.3444; Dakota Anderson: 403.783.1156; or Jaelyn Lubach: 403.704.3264

Calvin University

Paul’s Missionary Journeys in Greece - Join us April 2-12, 2027, as we travel by motor coach (6 days)
and cruise ship (3 days) to sites connected with Paul’s second and third missionary journeys, as well

as visit other major sites of biblical, archaeological, and cultural interest. Jeff Weima, professor at
Calvin Theological Seminary and leading Pauline scholar, hosts this inspirational tour. For more
information, contact Dr. Weima at 616-328-3110 or weimje@calvinseminary.edu.

Deacon’s Corner ~ Anneleen D., Jim D., Mark H., Jacob L., Tanya P., Harold S.

Upcoming Offerings

September 20 - Resonate Global Mission
As Christ followers, we are a part of a bigger story than just our own individual lives, or the
lives of our own families and churches. We are a part of a global church of believers called to
recognize the Holy Spirit’s work in the world and to live out God’s mission of sharing the
good news of the gospel with all people. Resonate Global Mission, your Christian Reformed
mission agency, is here to connect you and your church to that bigger story.

September 27 - Benevolence
A fund that is used by the church to support those in the community who are in need. It can
assist with living expenses such as rent, utilities and groceries.

From the Deacons & Treasurer

There are several ways to give to the church:

Coupons - Allow you to give to the weekly offerings, without having to use loose change.
Denominations of $2, $5 and $10 coupons can be directly purchased from a Deacon, in the
Council room, on Sunday’s following the service.

Cheque - To “First Christian Reformed Church of RMH”. If you wish to have your cheque
allocated to a specific cause approved by the deacons or otherwise announced please indicate
that cause on the memo line of your cheque.

E-transfers - Send to treasurer@rockycrc.ca On the memo please specify the cause you would
like money allocated to.

Pre-Authorized Bank Withdrawals - Contact Marlene O. to sign up or get a form from the
office.


tel:(403)%20704-3444
tel:(403)%20783-1156
tel:(403)%20704-3264

Prayer Ministry

Would you like prayer, but are unsure how or who to ask?
In the pews there are Prayer Request envelopes.
On the outside of the envelope - you can select who you would like to pray for you.

Inside - there is a card for more details and contact information if needed.
In the foyer is a prayer request box for submitting these prayer requests.

Whatever you are going through - times of beauty or ones of trouble - we would love to pray with you.

Visit www.firstcrcrocky.ca (via the CONTACT link or Prayer Ministries link) to submit a request online.

Upcoming Services

September 20
Fall Ministry Kickoff & Ice cream Social

September 27
Worship services at Clearwater Centre (1:15pm) and Westview Lodge (2:30pm)

Pastor Natasha is hosting a light lunch at her house for those helping with the Clearwater and
Lodge services. If you are available to join her at these two services to help with singing and
would like to join her for lunch, you are welcome to come over to the parsonage after Church.
The youth are welcome to come and help with the singing.

Highlights of the September 15 Full Council Meeting

1.“Let’s do Lunch” was held in July. Perhaps more such events will be planned.

2.Classis Update: John M, and Pastor Natasha have been attending Classis meetings this summer
to discuss how to proceed with Classis ministries in view of the loss of churches.

3.Retiring Elders were thanked and their District lists transferred to the incoming elders.

4.The missionary we support, Katie V., will be here to visit on Dec. 5 and Sunday Dec. 6. Watch for
more details.

5.The workshop, Discover Your Gifts was offered here in the past. This is being considered for the
spring.

6. Family visits were discussed. We have had some visitors and new attenders. Please keep an eye
out for them and extend a warm welcome.

7.The merits and purpose of the Thanksgiving service were discussed. It was agreed that we do
well to worship as a church on Thanksgiving Day. Joel S., Clerk

Church Announcements

Youth Group - What if a Demon Wrote You a Letter? Youth Book Study - At First CRC on the 4™
Sunday of every month from 7-9pm. The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis explores how demons
tempt us and how we can recognize these tricks. We will be examining Screwtape’s advice to
Wormwood, learning that Lewis’ lessons are about everyday temptations like doubt, pride, and
distractions. Join us to laugh, reflect, ask questions, and see how Jesus transforms our view of daily
life. Come for the discussion and snacks, leaving better prepared to follow Jesus. Please sign up on
the bulletin board if you would like a book.

Church Announcements (cont'd)

You are needed! Sunday School is looking for a Sunday School teacher for Grade 2 and helpers for
all classes. There is a sign up sheet for helpers on the bulletin board in the hallway. Any questions
contact Marisa P, or Pastor Natasha.

Griefshare is a Christ- centered support group that helps and encourages people after the death of a
loved one. This 13-week group provides valuable guidance and tips that can lead to relief, comfort,
and peace of mind. We are beginning a new session on Monday, September 14 at 4:00 pm. If you
have any questions, please contact Natasha at pastornatasha@rockycrc.ca or visit griefshare.org to
register online.

Classis Alberta North—Prayer Request - Classis Alberta North is in the midst of an important
discernment process as we consider ministry priorities for the coming years. Delegates to the
October Classis meeting are currently participating in Zoom roundtable discussions in preparation
for the decisions that will be made together in October. Please keep the delegates, churches, and
leadership of our Classis in your prayers as we seek God’s wisdom and direction for the ministries
we will support and pursue together.

PRAYER SUMMIT INVITATION: Trinity CRC of Edmonton (13425 57 Street) invites the churches of
Classis to join us on Sunday, September 27, for our Prayer Summit with a focus on the ministries of
Classis and our denomination as well as locally--looking inward, upward and outward in prayer. We'll
have worship services at 7AM, 10AM, 1:30PM and 4:30PM. We don't want to take people away from
your own local worship service so we especially hope to have members from other churches in the
afternoon, including the Lord's Supper at the final service.

BURDEN BEARERS FALL BANQUET - Friday, November 6, 2026 from 6pm - 9pm at the Sundre
Community Centre. We need your help to support those unable to afford counselling and for
continued outreach and growth. We look forward to you joining us for a complimentary evening
including a delicious homemade dinner, Silent & Live Auction, Live Entertainment, and Guest
Speakers. Please RSVP to Mari Lee - 403.804.8589 or Christie - 403.507.5462
burdenbearerssundre@gmail.com

Red Deer and District Pro Life held their annual fundraiser, "2 Feet to Save A Heartbeat" in Lacombe. Thank
you to all who donated to help us speak up for the sanctity of life. Our $20,000 annual budget pays for
highway signs, radio ads, getting promo materials and clothing printed, parade expenses and the Westerner
Days. We are not a registered charity, but we gratefully accept donations of time, talents and money. If you
would like to give to help us continue, please make your cheque out to Red Deer Pro Life, and get it to Joel S.

Psalms Reading Plan

During our Sunday Study of “Open and Unafraid” we are challenged to read through the Psalms.

Week 13: Sept. 20 - Praise and Providence
Read: Psalms 135-144
Focus: God’s care for His people and confidence in His kingdom

September Youth Calendar (Grades 8-12)

September 20 - Lunch at Covenant CRC; singing at the Ravine’s at 1:30pm
September 27 - Bible study (The Screwtape Letters) 7:00pm


mailto:pastornatasha@rockycrc.ca
http://griefshare.org/

Reflection Questions — Ephesians 4:1-16

1. Paul calls us to “live a life worthy of the calling you have received.”
What does that calling look like in your life right now? Is there an area where
God is asking you to live differently because you belong to Christ?

2.Ephesians 4:2 calls us to humility, gentleness, patience, and bearing with one
another in love.
Which of these qualities is most difficult for you in your relationships with other
Christians? What might it look like to practice it this week?

3.Paul reminds us that there is “one body and one Spirit...one Lord, one faith,
one baptism.”
Are there ways you tend to focus more on our differences than on the things we
share in Christ? How might remembering our unity change the way you view
someone in our church?

4.God has given each member of Christ’s body different gifts.
What gifts has God given you, and how are you currently using them to serve
and build up others? Is there a gift or area of service you may be overlooking?

5.Paul’s goal is that the whole body “grows and builds itself up in love.”
Are you growing toward greater maturity in Christ, or have you become spiritually
comfortable? What is one practical step you could take to grow in Christ and help
someone else grow as well?
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