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Morning Worship Service

Weekly Calendar of Events 

October 4

Thank you, for all you do! 

October 5 October 6 October 7 October 8

October  2 October  3

10:00am Worship Service

1:15pm Service at Clearwater
Centre 
2:30pm Service at Westview
Lodge

7:00pm Youth Bible Study 

Office: Cheri-Lynn

9:30am CoffeeBreak

7:30pm Deacons

8:30am Prayer Meeting 

7:30pm Men’s Ministry 
meeting 

12:00pm Bulletin 
deadline

9:15-3:00pm Crafting

Check out our Facebook page (@FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse) or website (firstcrcrocky.ca) for links to sermons. 

 

Our MISSION is to worship God faithfully, nurture one another to grow in Christ, 
joyfully tell others about Jesus, develop our gifts to serve and pursue 

stewardship, justice and peace in every area of life. 

Pastor Ken Douma – on sabbatical 
Pastor Natasha Specht - pastornatasha@rockycrc.ca (Monday -Thursday)
Church Office: Tuesday — Friday 9:00am to 12:00pm office@rockycrc.ca
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September 27

Pastor  Henry Steenbergen

Nurs er y

Serving Elder

Coffee Host  Zachary & Cailyn B.

FIRST CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 
RR3 Site 4 Box 6, Rocky Mountain House, T4T 2A3 403.845.6067

Sheldon B.
Anneleen D.

Six Track

Trevor & Charlotte M.
Pierre & Ria J.

Welcome
Blessed Be the Name

Call to Worship
God’s Greeting/We Welcome One Another

Forever

Call to Confession and Prayer 
Lord Listen to Your Children Praying

Responsive Assurance of Pardon
I Stand Amazed

Children’s Message - Joel S. 
(Sunday school for age 3 to Grade 5)

Announcements & Congregational Prayer
Offering for Benevolence Fund

Offertory

Scripture: Ephesians 4:29-5:2
Message: The Hardest Thing To Do!

Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)

Blessing
Be Thou My Vision

 Greeters/Coffee Cleanup 

Joel S.

Serving Deacon

Music Team

Children’s Message

Alyssa D., Alissa L.
Colleen T., Reid O.

October 4

Pastor Cathy Ferchau

Sunday School Helpers 

Mark H.

Lifted Hearts

Elroy L.

Justin & Courtney D. 
Sjoukje V., Chelsey B.

Dick & Rose W.

Arlyn O.
Jo-Ann O.

September  27 September 28 September  29 September  30 October 1

October 9 October 10
10:00am Worship Service

7:00pm Psalms Study

8:00pm Youth at
Tony/Lydia B. 

Office: Fran

9:30am CoffeeBreak

1:30pm Worship Prep
Meeting 

8:30am Prayer Meeting 

10:00am Isaiah Study

7:00pm GEMS
                 Cadets
                 Catechism

4:00pm Griefshare

7pm Friendship

4:00pm Griefshare

7pm Friendship

5:20pm  Youth
meet at
Jos/Janneke S.
for  Corn Maze

1:30pm
Community
Hymn Sing @
Nazarene
Church

October 11

Pastor Natasha

Richard O. Ernie S. 

Jacob L. 

Mosaic
Corinne S. 

Corinne V., Marisa P., 
Margo D., Cadence B. 

Richard & Marlene O.

Bob & Marie A.
Rita B. 

Reid O., Cadence B.,
Russell D., Landon P. 

Aila M., Ryan B., 
Jason B., Jace H. 

No Sunday School



Welcome to First CRC Rocky 
If you are visiting we want to offer a warm welcome!

 

 
We pray you will encounter God today as you worship and bring Him praise! 

Nursery is available for infants & small children. 
Sunday School for age 3 to Grade 5 is during the service.

Join us for coffee in the fellowship hall following the service. 

www.firstcrcrocky.ca or FirstCRC.RockyMtnHouse on Facebook 

 
“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert

and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. Ephesians 6:18 

As a ministerial church, each church has been asked to pray for our brothers and sisters in our
community. Today we are praying for Nordegg Community Church.

Check out the Missions bulletin board, in the social hall, for updates on the missionaries that we support.

If you know of anyone that we should be keeping in our prayers for various reasons, 
Council asks that you please call Pastor Natasha, an elder or a deacon. 

Elders are: Brenda B., Sheldon B., Andrew D., Cody L., John M., Nancy O.,
Richard O., Ernie S., Dave S., Joel S., and Aaron T. 

Deacons are: Anneleen D., Jim D., Mark H., Jacob L., Tanya P., and Harold S. 

We pray for our members at the local care facilities: Joan S. and Tonia T. For those at home: Sylvia D.
and Joe V. We pray for all caregivers who are able to assist those who require a little extra help and
care. 

CHURCH FAMILY

Congratulations to Case K.  celebrating a birthday on October 2!

"In spite of sorrow, loss, and pain, our course be onward still; 
we sow on Burma's barren plain, we reap on Zion's hill."
~ Adoniram Judson (1788-1850) ~Missionary in Burma

CHINA: Arrest and Detainment of Elderly Believers
Sources: ChinaAid, International Christian Concern

    Over the years, the Early Rain Covenant Church has faced significant opposition, dating back to a large
raid that occurred in December 2018 when more than 100 believers were arrested. The raid also
involved the arrest of the church's senior pastor, Wang Yi, who was sentenced to nine years in prison. 
    Since the initial raid, police have regularly harassed the church, detaining several congregation
members. Despite the relentless opposition, the church continues to find ways to worship together and
meet the spiritual needs of its participating community members. For example, on September 10th,
some of the elderly congregants had gathered at a teahouse in Chengdu to conduct a small-group
Scripture reading. However, police officers disrupted their meeting and detained the 11 attending
believers, many of whom were over 70 years of age.
    When other church members heard about the incident, they went to the police station – calling for
the release of the detainees. They were especially concerned for those suffering from chronic
age-related health conditions. At one point, an ambulance arrived at the police station. It was
speculated by observers that one of the elderly members being held in detention required urgent
medical attention.
    Finally, at 10 o'clock on Saturday morning, police released nine of the detained Christians. The
remaining two, Elder Wu Wuqing and Brother Shen Xiaoqing, were sentenced to 10 days of
administrative detention for "illegally organizing proselytizing activities."
    The Chinese Communist Party has been increasing its pressure on congregations that are unwilling to
join the country's state-sanctioned church and conform to the socialist teachings imposed on them. 

Continue to prayerfully uphold the members of Early Rain church, along with the many other
believers throughout China who are facing harassment and imprisonment because of their
unwavering commitment to Christ.
Pray for those who are presently being detained, as well as their concerned families, asking the
Lord to sustain each one of them with His comfort, strength, provision and other means of divine
intervention.
Despite the governmental oppression, may the message of Christ's love and salvation continue to
spread exponentially throughout China, reaching multitudes for His eternal Kingdom.

Please continue to keep Frank and Gloria D.  in your prayers as Gloria continues to face health challenges.

Please keep all missionaries in God’s care, wherever they may be serving. ‘And then he told them,
“Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone.” - Mark 16:15 
Many missionaries travel frequently, both nationally and internationally. Their modes of
transportation may vary from airplanes to buses, to canoes and motorbikes, and everything in
between. Pray …

That missionaries will be granted required permissions (visas and passports) to travel and that
they will have the necessary funds for tickets and fees.
For protection and provision during travel.
For God’s grace and favor when challenges or obstacles appear on any journey.



Thrive 

ReFrame Ministries Deacon’s Corner ~ Anneleen D., Jim D., Mark H., Jacob L., Tanya P., Harold S.

Upcoming Offerings 

September 27 - Benevolence Fund
A fund that is used by the church to support those in the community who are in need. It can

assist with living expenses such as rent, utilities and groceries.

October 4 - Thrive
October 4 we celebrate All Nations Heritage Sunday. Thrive is dedicated to bringing more

diversity into the future leadership of the denomination through the L.E.A.D. Scholarship fund.
LEAD is an acronym that stands for: Leadership Equipping: Advocating Diversity. Applicants to

this scholarship are students of various multicultural backgrounds and members of CRCNA
congregations who plan to, or who are currently pursuing their educational goals at higher

learning institutions affiliated with the CRCNA. Your donations will grow this fund and help this
endeavor 

Gratefully Received September 13 & 20
World Renew $623      Resonate $660     Local Church Ministries $4260

From the Deacons & Treasurer 
There are several ways to give to the church: 
Coupons - Allow you to give to the weekly offerings, without having to use loose change.
Denominations of $2, $5 and $10 coupons can be directly purchased from a Deacon, in the
Council room, on Sunday’s following the service. 

Cheque - To “First Christian Reformed Church of RMH”. If you wish to have your cheque
allocated to a specific cause approved by the deacons or otherwise announced please indicate
that cause on the memo line of your cheque. 

E-transfers - Send to treasurer@rockycrc.ca   On the memo please specify the cause you would
like money allocated to. 

Pre-Authorized Bank Withdrawals - Contact Marlene O. to sign up or get a form from the
office. 

Groundwork - A Wise Perspective on Work - Much of our adult life revolves around work: work
for our jobs, work on our houses and for our families, and work for the Lord. Join Groundwork as
we study Ecclesiastes 4:4-8, 5:10-15, 9:7-10 to listen to the Teacher’s wisdom on what makes our
work meaningful. Listen now at GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork's weekly
emails for future episodes.

Kids Corner Devotions- Let's Go on a Prayer Walk - Check out this week’s kids’ devotion, “Let’s Go
on a Prayer Walk” at www.kidscorner.net. It’s time for your family to head outside for a special
adventure with God: a prayer walk! This isn’t just any walk, wheelchair roll, or stroller stroll. It’s a
way to talk to God while you’re on the move and notice all the people and places around you.
Check out the new Kids Corner Devotions app at https://kidscorner.net/app

Thrive Faith Formation Tip - What faith practices shape your life and the lives of the people
who share your home? “It’s easy for us to think that we create our habits, but our habits also
create us. The faith-forming things that we do together deeply affect the way we think and act.
Because of this, consistently committing to your faith practices as a family has a significant
impact.” —from Dear Parent: A Guide for Family Faith Formation, by Laura Keeley and Robert J.
Keeley. This week ask your family or friends what faith practices have the most impact on their
lives and engage in one of the practices shared. Brought to you by Thrive: crcna.org/Thrive

September 27 - Bible study (The Screwtape Letters) 7:00pm
October 4 - Tony & Lydia Blaak’s (8:00pm)
Saturday, October 10 - Corn Maze Trip - Meet at Jos & Janneke S. at 5:20pm, bring $5
October 11 - No Youth - Happy Thanksgiving!
October 18 - Jan & Johanna H. (8:00pm)
October 25 -Bible study (The Screwtape Letters) 7:00pm

 Youth Calendar of  Events (Grades 8-12)

Psalms Reading Plan 
During our Sunday Study of “Open and Unafraid” we are challenged to read through the Psalms. 

Week 14: Let Everything Praise the Lord
Read: Psalms 145–150

Focus: Unending praise, worship, and the glory of God.



Would you like prayer, but are unsure how or who to ask? 
In the pews there are Prayer Request envelopes. 

On the outside of the envelope - you can select who you would like to pray for you. 

Inside - there is a card for more details and contact information if needed. 
In the foyer is a prayer request box for submitting these prayer requests. 

Whatever you are going through - times of beauty or ones of trouble - we would love to pray with you. 
Visit www.firstcrcrocky.ca (via the CONTACT link or Prayer Ministries link) to submit a request online. 

You are needed!  Sunday School is looking for another Sunday School teacher for Grade 2.  Any
questions contact Marisa P. or Pastor Natasha.

September 27 & October 25
Worship services at Clearwater Centre (1:15pm) and Westview Lodge (2:30pm)

Pastor Natasha is hosting a light lunch at her house for those helping with the Clearwater and
Lodge services.  If you are available to join her at these two services to help with singing and

would like to join her for lunch, you are welcome to come over to the parsonage after Church.
The youth are welcome to come and help with the singing.

Monday, October 12 - Thanksgiving Day Service 10:00am

Prayer Ministry 

Upcoming Services 

Church Announcements   

Griefshare is a Christ- centered support group that helps and encourages people after the death of a
loved one. This weekly group provides valuable guidance and tips that can lead to relief, comfort,
and peace of mind. Sessions are on Mondays at 4:00 pm. If you have any questions, please contact
Natasha at pastornatasha@rockycrc.ca or visit griefshare.org to register online.

Calling all Volunteers! If you are involved in any of our programs this year please join us after the
service on October 4th for information on how to be aware, prevent and protect from abuse. This
session is to inform volunteers and to help keep the vulnerable people in our church safe!

1.Welcomed new members, thank and bid farewell to those completing their term: Gary,
Lorraine, Alan, Ken, Karl.

2.  Signing of Covenant for Office bearers and have new members sign it (Pastor Natasha read 1
Timothy 3). 

3.Covenant for Officebearers was read and signed by new members who had not previously
signed.

4.Council positions were determined: Chairman John M., Vice All Ernie S., Clerk Joel S.
5.A Safe Church training session is scheduled for Oct. 4, after the worship service
6.  Iranian refugees have arrived in Edmonton. They are sponsored through Classis, and hosted by

the River Church in Edmonton.
7.Classis Delegates: John M., Pastor Natasha and Anneleen D.
8.Church procedures will be formalized into policy as they come up in the year, and a formal

policy book developed. 
9.The Sunday morning procedure for the Elder of Service was reviewed and discussed.

Joel S., Clerk

Highlights of the September  22  Full Council Meeting

The mid-week Men's Bible study is getting started this fall. Open to interested men of any age.  
Come to the organizational meeting on September 30, 7:30 pm. Bring your ideas and topics of
interest for a Bible study.  We will choose one as a group and get the study sessions going when the
material is available.  Last year our numbers varied from 12-20+. We watched the video, went
through the discussion questions with biblical references and had a time of prayer.  A sign-up sheet is
on the hallway bulletin board.

Burden Bearers Fall Banquet - Friday, November 6 from 6pm - 9pm at the Sundre Community Centre.
We need your help to support those unable to afford counselling and for continued outreach and
growth.  We look forward to you joining us for a complimentary evening including a delicious
homemade dinner, Silent & Live Auction, Live Entertainment, and Guest Speakers.  Please RSVP to
burdenbearerssundre@gmail.com

Life Chain - Red Deer Pro Life is hosting 2 Life Chains again this year. This is a one-hour silent, prayer
time. While praying together, we hold signs supporting life. Will you stand and pray for those who
cannot stand or speak for themselves? Join us October 3, 2-3 pm. Beside No Frills along Highway 2A
or October 4, 2-3 pm. in the park along 32nd Ave, across from Red Deer Polytec.
Thank you to all who donated to Red Deer Pro life in our recent Walk-a-thon. $13,000 was raised.
If you would like to donate please get your non-receiptable gift to Joel S., Box 66.

Ladies of all ages are warmly invited to join us for Coffee Break, our Tuesday morning Bible study!
Come enjoy a cup of coffee, fellowship, and time growing together in God’s Word. Beginning
September 29 | Tuesdays | 9:30 AM. Childcare is available. We’d love to have you join us—come as
you are and bring a friend.

You are invited to a baby shower for Lily-Mae Grace B., daughter of Caleb & Hailey, on October 2    at
7:30 pm at Covenant CRC.

mailto:pastornatasha@rockycrc.ca
http://griefshare.org/
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